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EDA Guidelines on the 
protection of dairy terms 
 

EDA celebrates the first anniversary of 

European Court of Justice (ECJ) “TofuTown” 

ruling with ➤ its new Guidelines on the 

protection of dairy terms. Following  the 

“TofuTown” judgment, the new dairy industry 

Guidelines intend to comprehensively address 

the use and misuse of protected definitions, 

designations and sales descriptions of milk and 

milk products.  
 

The document serves as a tool to facilitate the 

enforcement of dairy protected terms at 

national level and implement the ECJ ruling 

that purely plant-based products cannot be 

marketed with designations such as ‘milk’, 

‘cream’, ‘butter’, ‘cheese’ or ‘yoghurt’. These 

terms are reserved by EU law for animal 

products.  

 

 

Discussion on the future 
CAP: “no time to loose” 
 

“Reshaping the CAP and making the CAP future-

proof within a completely new political environment 

for the Union is a real challenge and we recognise 

the hard work of EU Commissioner Phil Hogan and 

his team. All those who are convinced that we also 

need a modern and robust CAP in the future have 

now the opportunity to help make it happen. There 

is no time to loose”, stated EDA chair Michel Nalet, 

“The strengthening of the environmental elements, 

the options for more focused approaches at national 

level, the  generational renewal and the 

establishment of the risk management platform are 

much needed elements of the future CAP.  
 

When it comes to the ➤ Common Market 

Organisation, the basic safety net features are not 

changed. The budgetary limits of the School Milk 

Scheme will for sure be a point of discussion within 

the further process.”  

 

 

Mandatory origin labelling 
failed: a call upon the EU 
Commission 
 

By the end of this year, the ‘testing period’ of the 

French mandatory origin labelling regime for milk 

and dairy will come to an end. The Italian 

government has allegedly announced to prolong 

the Italian scheme for compulsory origin labelling. 

EDA secretary general Alexander Anton 

reiterated the request to the EU Commission to 

perform an independent impact assessment of 

these schemes at Single Market, hence EU level. 

EDA chair Michel Nalet 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/EDA/Food_and_Environment_Policies_Committee/2018/Documents/2018_06_21_EDA_Guidelines_on_the_Protection_of_Dairy_Terms_FINAL.pdf
http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/EDA/Food_and_Environment_Policies_Committee/2018/Documents/2018_06_21_EDA_Guidelines_on_the_Protection_of_Dairy_Terms_FINAL.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1308&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1308&from=EN


 2 

 

C o n n e c t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a i r y  

2 1  J u n e  2 0 1 8  

#11 

“Allegations that milk prices in Italy increased by 25% thanks to the scheme are simply not true: milk prices in 

Italy and France followed the overall price trend and decreased from January 2017 to May 2018 by more than one 

cent per kg. This is exactly what happened in Germany despite the fact that they don’t have such a mandatory 

origin labelling scheme”, stated EDA secretary general Alexander Anton. “But we see the negative effect on the 

Single Market and increased costs at processing level. There is an urgent need to assess these impacts at EU level 

and the EU Commission is more than best placed to perform such an assessment.”  

One more front-of-pack 
nutrition labelling scheme...  
 

Ahead of tomorrow’s 

discussions between the 

Commission, Member 

States and Stakeholders on 

front-of-pack nutrition 

labelling, the Italian authorities released last week 

their proposal for nutritional labelling. EDA 

secretary general Alexander Anton argued that 

while the proposal was “not a revolution, it has the 

potential to move the discussions in the right 

direction, towards more common sense. However, 

this new proposal has no reference to 

‘positives’ (calcium, vitamins, other micro-nutrients) – 

at least an extra battery ‘micro-nutrients” would be 

needed”. Indeed, ➤ EDA always expressed 

concerns about interpretative colour-coded 

labelling scheme. 

Raw Milk Price 

evolution  

From January  

2017 to May 2018 

in €/100 kg 

 
Source: EU Milk 

Market Observatory 

Germany 
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UK 

EU and Australia launch 
talks for a broad trade 
agreement 
 

On Monday, EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia 

Malmström, together with Australia's Prime 

Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Trade 

Minister Steven Ciobo gave the official kick-off 

to the EU-Australia free trade 

negotiations.  The first round of talks will take 

place in Brussels in two weeks from now (2 − 6 

July). EDA secretary general Alexander 

Anton stated “We will closely follow the free 

trade negotiations with Australia. With a 

population of 25 mio people, Australia has a 

certain market potential for the EU dairy even if 

the country is for sure a competitor on global 

markets”, welcoming EU Commission’s 

commitment to open new relevant markets for 

the EU dairy sector. 

http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Press_Room__PR_and_EDA_in_the_media_/EDA_Press_Release_FOP_labelling_171018.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Press_Room__PR_and_EDA_in_the_media_/EDA_Press_Release_FOP_labelling_171018.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Press_Room__PR_and_EDA_in_the_media_/EDA_Press_Release_FOP_labelling_171018.pdf
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Your favourite Dairy Product? 
  

"I love a glass of very cold 

whole milk - there is 

nothing better !" 

Marc Healy 

Commercial Director at Kerry 

& new chair of the EDA CMC  

 

Save the Date: 

EDA / Assifonte 

Convention 2018 !  
 

 

‘A Green Future for European Dairy’ 
 

14 – 17 November 2018 in Dublin, Ireland 

Hosted by Dairy Industry Ireland 
 

...featuring keynote speaker EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan. 

Unfair Trading Practices 

Directive at High Level Forum 
 

DG AGRI Deputy Director General Professor 

Rudolf Mögele joined the High Level Forum on the 

better functionning of the food supply chain Sherpa 

meeting to discuss the proposed. Besides the 

limitation of ➤ the proposed UTP protection to 

SMEs (small & medium sized enterprises), Prof 

Mögele discussed with EDA secretary general 

Alexander Anton and the Sherpa group the 

definition of ‘perishable food products’. The EU 

Commission official confirmed the conscious choice 

of a ‘Directive’ that has to be implemented by each 

Member State and does not apply directly: “We 

defined the most serious UTPs at EU level and our 

proposal focuses on SMEs - we want to protect those 

who need protection most. Member State can go 

beyond and are invited to do so.” 

 

Euro Coop Roundtable on 
the plastics challenge 
 

Whilst the environmental impact of plastics is 

currently high in the Brussels political agenda, 

Euro Coop – the association reuniting European 

consumer cooperatives – contributed to the 

debate with a roundtable hosted by the 

European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC). A broad panel of speakers presented 

their views and knowledge to stakeholders from 

the industry, retail, and civil society. The event 

focused on the ‘plastics challenge’ in the 

broader framework of circular economy, looking 

positively towards a near future with less 

plastics. It was noted that plastic should be 

reduced and not “demonised”, highlighting 

instead the role of innovation, research and 

investment. All actors should work together, 

and the responsibility should be shared along 

the chain, at all levels. 

3
rd

 meeting of the EU Animal 
Welfare Platform 
 

EU Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis (DG 

SANTE) joined today’s meeting of the EU Animal 

Welfare Platform. Besides questions linked to 

animal transport, the welfare of farmed fish and 

online sales of dogs, the EU Commission presented 

its latest report on the impact of international 

animal welfare activities on the competitiveness of 

EU livestock production.  Our EDA Counsel for EU 

veterinary affairs, Dr Olivier Espeisse concluded: 

“The meeting touched on really major issues of the 

animal welfare landscape. That’s why, it does not 

come as a surprise that dairy was not in focus as all 

dairy stakeholders go on paying close attention to 

animal welfare and sustainability.” 

http://www.euroconsulting.be/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/draft-proposal-unfair-trade-practices-com2018-173.pdf

