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2019 / 2020: the 
political landscape at 
EU level  
 

“With the EU Parliament elections and a new EU 

Commission in 2019, the political environment for 

dairy will be completely re-shaped. Twelve national 

elections are also scheduled in 2019, across the 

Union. If you add Brexit on 29 March 2019 to that 

map, it is not a understatement to claim that the 

overall EU landscape for dairy will change 

profoundly”, highlighted EDA chair Michel Nalet. 

“That’s why we need to make sure to have our EDA 

in a position to voice efficiently our dairy interests 

over the coming two years.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA chair Michel Nalet and EDA secretary general 

Alexander Anton at a brainstorming session in 

Bayreuth (Germany) 

EDA/Assifonte Convention 2018 

REGISTER NOW !  
 

 

‘A Green Future for European Dairy’ 
 

14 – 17 November 2018 in Dublin, Ireland 

Hosted by Dairy Industry Ireland 
 

...featuring keynote speaker EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan, CEO of Kerry 

Group (Edmond Scanlon), CEO of FrieslandCampina 

(Hein Schumacher), CEO of Sodiaal (Jorge Boucas), 

deputy CEO of Savencia (Robert Brzusczak) and 

many more speakers from the world of Dairy... 

 

▶  Register here 
 

▶  Book your hotel NOW ! 

 
▶  Programme 

 

 

Early bird registration  

open until 28 September 2018 ! 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
http://eda2018.eu/registration/
http://eda2018.eu/accommodation/
http://eda2018.eu/conference-programme/
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concerned businesses should therefore prepare, 

make all necessary decisions and complete all 

required administrative actions before 30 March 

2019 in order to avoid any disruption. Regarding 

the dairy sector, this particularly concerns the 

responsibilities in the supply chain; certificates, 

licences and authorisations; customs, VAT and 

excise; rules of origin; prohibitions and restrictions 

for import/export of goods.  

 

 

Protected Dairy 
Terms: EDA calls 
upon the EU 
Commission to 
respect EU law 
 

When the Croatian authorities had officially 

notified the new Croatian rules on edible oils and 

fats (TRIS 2018/310/HR), it came to a surprise not 

only to EDA, but also to the Croatian authorities, 

to see the different language versions published 

by EU Commission’s official translation services. 
 

“Translating the Croatian “biljni mrs” (a product 

made from vegetable oils and fats) into “vegetable 

butter” or “Pflanzenbutter” shows the absolute 

necessity to share ➤ our EDA Guidelines on the 

Protection of Dairy Terms  at all levels. We are 

really shocked to see EU Commission’s services, 

the “guardian of the treaties”, violating EU law. Of 

course, we launched an official protest and count 

on the EU Commission’s competent services to 

take all necessary actions internally and at 

Member States’ level to defend the ‘acquis 

communautaire’ and European citizens’ interests”, 

claimed EDA secretary general Alexander 

Anton. 
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247 days to Brexit:  
UK Brexit White 
Paper 

 

Two weeks ago, Theresa May’s 

government released its ➤ Brexit 

White Paper on “The Future Relations Between 

the United Kingdom and the European 

Union”.  While welcoming the zero tariff-zero 

quotas approach, EDA is concerned with the 

proposal for the facilitated customs arrangements 

as well as the proposal on rules of origin. A 

common rulebook for agriculture, food and 

fisheries products would probably be a good 

option, but we are concerned with the possible 

large number of issues to be left out of that 

rulebook. This is, in essence, the message we sent 

ahead of last Friday’s EU General Affairs Council 

(Art. 50) meeting ➤ see our EDA letter to 

COREPER. During this EU-27 gathering, EU 

Commission’s chief negotiator Michel Barnier 

informed the Member States about the Brexit talks 

with the UK. It is indeed crucial that experts 

evaluate the feasibility of most suggestions. The 

proposed solutions need to be workable and not 

just a political fix. The questions raised must be 

solved in advance of any final agreement. 

 

 

EU Commission‘s 
Communication on 
preparedness 
 

Last Thursday, the EU Commission delivered a 

communication on Preparing for the Withdrawal of 

the United Kingdom from the European Union on 

30 March 2019.  It emphasises that with or without 

a Withdrawal Agreement, the relationship with the 

UK will not be that of a EU Member State. All 

http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Guidelines/2018_06_21_EDA_Guidelines_on_the_Protection_of_Dairy_Terms_FINAL.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Guidelines/2018_06_21_EDA_Guidelines_on_the_Protection_of_Dairy_Terms_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/725288/The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_European_Union.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/725288/The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_European_Union.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/725288/The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_European_Union.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/725288/The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and_the_European_Union.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Position_papers/UK_BREXIT_WHITE_PAPER___EDA_2018_054_TEC.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Position_papers/UK_BREXIT_WHITE_PAPER___EDA_2018_054_TEC.pdf
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Dairy focuses on 
sustainability 

 

EDA is in the process of updating our Dairy 

Sustainability factsheets: Dairy contribution 

to a healthy sustainable diet — The 

European Dairy Sector & the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) — Dairy as an 

important actor for climate and the 

environment. Our refreshed factsheets will 

be published in September. Stay tuned! 

 

 

Japan: two agreements 
signed... 
 

One week ago, EU Commission President Jean-

Claude Juncker and European Council President 

Donald Tusk were in Tokyo to sign with Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe the Strategic Partnership 

Agreement and Economic Partnership Agreement. 

Both agreements will further enhance the strategic 

cooperation and boost trade between the two 

partners. EDA secretary general Alexander Anton 

had the opportunity to thank personally EU 

Commissioner Cecilia Malmström for these 

landmark achievements: “The signature of the 

Economic Partnership agreement is a clear statement 

illustrating the Commission’s approach towards a 

broader trade strategy, which will enhance the EU 

dairy sector’s position in third countries’ markets.” 
 

 

EDA on the Directive on 
Single-Use Plastics 
 

EU Commission’s proposal for a Directive on the 

reduction of the impact of certain plastic products 

on the environment could have an impact on the 

dairy sector. In this context, EDA expressed the view 

of the European dairy industry, participating to a 

public consultation ➤ see our position paper. 
 

While the dairy sector supports the overarching 

goal of reducing plastic marine litter, the European 

dairy sector doubts the consistency of the Directive 

with the current EU policy framework for packaging, 

and strongly advocates for the exclusion of dairy 

products from the scope of the proposal. Dairy 

products – mostly consumed in household – do not 

contribute to plastic marine litter and should 

remain under the provisions of the amended 

Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (PPWD). 
 

Nevertheless, the dairy industry recognises the 

need of reducing plastic packaging and increase 

recycling, as long as food hygiene is not 

compromised. Besides, packaging (including 

plastic packaging) plays an integral part in reducing 

food waste by keeping dairy products fresh and 

safe on a longer-term basis. 

 

 

CAP  
consultations  
 

The Commission has opened several 

consultations on the future of the CAP, 

following the publication of its proposals 

early June. Ending end of July and of August, 

the three consultations focus on the CAP 

Strategic Plans ,  the Financing, 

management and monitoring of the CAP 

and on the Common Organisation of the 

Markets. As EDA, we are in the process of 

preparing the answer of the European dairy 

industry to these consultations.  

http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Nutrition_Factsheets/EDA_Nutritional_Fact_sheet_NFS_Carbon_Footprint_and_Nutr.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Nutrition_Factsheets/EDA_Nutritional_Fact_sheet_NFS_Carbon_Footprint_and_Nutr.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Sustainability/2017_03_07_5793_EDA_Factsheet_Dairy_the_SDGs.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Sustainability/2017_03_07_5793_EDA_Factsheet_Dairy_the_SDGs.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Sustainability/2017_03_07_5793_EDA_Factsheet_Dairy_the_SDGs.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Fact_sheets/D-FEP-17-120_2017_11_23_EDA_Positive_Dairy_Factsheet.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Fact_sheets/D-FEP-17-120_2017_11_23_EDA_Positive_Dairy_Factsheet.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Fact_sheets/D-FEP-17-120_2017_11_23_EDA_Positive_Dairy_Factsheet.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/news-events/news/read/article/eda-position-on-com-proposal-for-a-directive-on-single-use-plastic-packaging.html
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-392_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-392_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-393_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-393_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-394_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-394_en
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Your favourite 

Dairy Product? 
  

"My favourite dairy 

product is butter.  A dollop of 

butter spread over a fresh slice 

of brown bread is one of life's 

simple pleasures." 

Phil Hogan, EU Commissioner for 

Agriculture & Rural Development 
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The remaining issue of origin 
labelling for the highest court 
of France  
 

On Wednesday 27 June, in a case questioning the 

compliance of the French decree on origin labelling with 

the EU Law, the French Council of State referred to the 

European Court of Justice (ECJ) for a preliminary ruling on 

the interpretation of the articles 38 and 39 of the ➤ 

Regulation (EU) No 1169/2001 (INCO Regulation). By 

this non-decision, the Council of State acknowledged the 

serious difficulties remaining on the issue of national origin 

labelling rules. The European Commission will have to 

adjudicate in the process and Member States are already 

positioning themselves in view of the future ECJ ruling.  

It is with great pleasure that the European Dairy Association, ASSIFONTE and Dairy Industry 

Ireland, invite you to join the EDA/ASSIFONTE Annual Convention 2018 in Dublin, Ireland, 

held under the title of ‘A Green Future for European Dairy’.  
 

Confirmed speakers to date: EU Commissioner Phil Hogan —  Michael Creed, Irish Minster for Agriculture 

— Hein Schumacher, CEO Friesland Campina —  Edmond Scanlon, CEO Kerry Group —  Jorge Boucas, DG 

SODIAAL —  Robert Brzusczak, President French Dairy Industry —  Caroline Edmond, CEO IDF —  Tara 

McCarthy, CEO Bord Bia —  Jeremy Hill, Chief Science & Technology Officer, Fonterra —  Kasper Thormond 

Nielsen, Head of Public Affairs, Arla —  Mike Petersen, NZ Special Agricultural Trade Envoy —  Fraser Tooley, 

Director of Business Development at Friesland Campina —  Moderator: Rose O’Donovan (Agra Facts Editor)   

➤  REGISTER and BOOK YOUR ACCOMODATION NOW ! 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32011R1169
http://eda2018.eu/
http://eda2018.eu/

