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EU Commissioner Phil Hogan’s 

high-level missions to Saudi 

Arabia and to Iran  
 

EU Commissioner Phil Hogan led high-level 

missions to Saudi Arabia and to Iran from 7 to 

14 November 2017, accompanied by an 

important business delegation among which 

the European Dairy Association, represented by 

EDA chair Michel Nalet and EDA secretary 

general Alexander Anton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA and the Iranian Dairy Industries Society 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 

engage towards a better information exchange: 

“An enhanced dialogue is a first step for a better 

future cooperation”, congratulated EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan in Tehran. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Mehrnoush Ammjadi Golpayegani (IDF IRI) with 

EDA secretary general Alexander Anton 
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The EU animal welfare platform met on 10 

November 2017 for the 2nd time in Brussels. 

Axel Bigot (Chair of the EDA Animal Welfare - 

Animal Health TF, Lactalis) represented EDA 

and the dairy sector.  

The European Commission highlighted that the 

platform mainly aims at exchanging best 

practices with three priorities: better regulation 

enforcement, the development and use of 

voluntary commitments by businesses and the 

promotion of EU Animal Welfare standards at 

global level. EU Commissioner for Health and 

Food Safety, Vytenis Andriukaitis, concluded 

that the EU animal welfare strategy lies above 

all in producing significant educational material, 

co ndu c t in g  t ra in ings  a nd  sha r ing 

recommendations. 

EDA_Dairy  @EDA_Dairy  Nov 10  

At EU platform #AnimalWelfare, 

@EDA_Dairy supports Com. 

@V_Andriukaitis exposing COM's 

necessity to focus on most urgent and 

horizontal issues than multiplying sub-

groups.  

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/872793758043164672
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy/status/928936004379140096
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EDA and Israeli Dairy Board aligned 

against Israeli draft law on nutrition 

labelling  
 

Following the ‘diplomatic note’ of the EU 

Commission and very similar comments from the 

U.S. government and the Israeli food and drink 

industry, a EU delegation met at the Israeli embassy 

in Brussels. The delegation leader, Alessandro 

Cagli (Ferrero, President of the Association of 

Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery Industries of 

Europe - CAOBISCO), underlined the concerns of 

the EU food and drink sector vis-à-vis the Israeli 

draft legislation on nutrition labelling.   

In preparation of this meeting, EDA aligned with 

our friends from the Israeli Dairy Board. 

“Again, we are confronted with a nutrition labelling 

scheme which does in no way reflect the unique 

blend of micro- and macronutrients of milk and 

dairy. The very positive dairy trade development 

between the Union and Israel is at stake. It was very 

good to see that the Israeli ambassador has taken 

our concerns very seriously and will report our 

position to his government”, summarised EDA 

secretary general Alexander Anton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: H.E. the Ambassador of Israel to the 

EU, Mr Aharon Leshno-Yaar, EDA secretary general 

Alexander Anton, Ms Shiraz and Minister Gal Mor 

(Embassy of Israel) 
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Brexit: 

Joint EDA-DairyUK  

workshop in London  

 

At our joint workshop in London, EDA vice 

chair Kasper Thormod Nielsen together with 

the EDA Board Brexit task force members Dr 

Judith Bryans (CEO Dairy UK, IDF Chair) and 

Conor Mulvihill (Director, Dairy Industry 

Ireland) discussed yesterday the importance of 

a well-managed Brexit process for the 

European dairy, in the EU27 and the UK, with 

Robin Manning (DEFRA). 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Manning (DEFRA) with EDA vice chair 

Kasper Thormod Nielsen (Arla Foods)       
 

A joint position on the ‘Future EU-UK Dairy 

Framework’ was finalised: “It is good to see that 

the dairy sector will be in a position to present a 

joint, well thought and really detailed position 

on basically all dairy relevant topics. We value 

the high commitment to a good outcome for 

our sector that we felt when discussing with 

DEFRA and with EU Commission’s TF50 team. 

We trust that the negotiation partners will 

acknowledge the importance of the fully 

interlinked dairy sector between the UK and the 

EU27, today and for the future. We encourage 

our members and all dairy companies to use it 

towards the key national stakeholders.”, stated 

Kasper Thormod Nielsen. 



 3 

 

C o n n e c t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a i r y  

2 3  N o v .  2 0 1 7  

#17 

Hungarian Milk Interbranch 

Organisation and Dairy Board’s 

conference 
 

Last week, EDA deputy secretary general 

Bénédicte Masure and EDA MMO task force 

Chair Gérard Calbrix were invited to the 2017 

Hungarian dairy conference to give a speech 

respectively on the Dairy Future in Europe and the 

importance of contractual relations, futures and 

extension of rules in the milk sector.  

The conference gave the 

stage to national experts 

like Aniko Juhasz, 

General Director of the 

Research Institute of 

Agricultural Economics 

and member of the 

Agricultural Market Task 

Force initiated by EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan 

in 2016. The participants 

were  offered insights on 

the impressive Hungarian 

Milk Interbranch Organisation and Dairy Board’s 

2017 promotion campaign, with the example of an 

exhibited American-style milk truck. This 

promotional truck visits elementary schools and 

provides education to the children on the health 

benefits of milk and dairy products. 

 

 

 

Dairy Highlights ahead. . . 

November 

 
● Mon 27:  DG SANTE conference - ‘15 years EU 

food law’ with EDA vice chair Attilio Zanetti │ 

Brussels (Belgium)  ➤ link 

● Tue 28:  EU Commission CDG Milk and MMO 

meetings │ Brussels (Belgium) 

● Tue 28 - Thu 30:  Fi Europe - Food Ingredients 

Global 2017│ Frankfurt  (Germany)  ➤ link 

● Thu 30:     EU Platform on Diet, Physical 

Activity and Health │ Luxembourg 

● Thu 30:  POLITICO Agriculture & Food Summit │ 

Paris (France)  ➤ link 

December 

 
● Tue 05: DG Trade Conference: ‘Trade Policy in a 

Turbulent World’ │ Brussels (Belgium) ➤ link 

● Wed 06:     High Level Forum for a Better 

Functioning Food Supply Chain│ Brussels (Belgium)  

● Mon 11 - Tue 12:       Agriculture and Fisheries 

Council│ Brussels (Belgium) ➤ link 

● Mon 18 - Tue 19:   2017 EU Agricultural Outlook 

conference │ Brussels (Belgium)  ➤ link 

Your favourite Dairy Product? 
 

"Genuine Greek Yogurt in the 

award winning 'mini meal' 

flavour versions.” 
 

Epameinondas Magoulas 

Export Leader Delta 

EDA deputy secretary 

general Bénédicte 

Masure at the 2017 

Hungarian Dairy 

Conference 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/15-years-anniversary-general-food-law-2017-nov-27_en
https://www.figlobal.com/fieurope/
https://www.politico.eu/event/agriculture-food-summit-2017/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/events/index.cfm?id=1733
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/agrifish/2017/12/11-12/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/2017-eu-agricultural-outlook-conference_en

