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executives unveiled their brand strategies for the 

consumer generations X, Y and Z and their specific 

expectations towards milk and dairy, especially in 

terms of economic, social and environmental 

sustainability, the CLAL forum gave an insight into 

the future channels to deliver dairy to the 

consumer.  With Dr Patrizio Podini, founder and 

CEO of MD Italia (‘buona spesa, Italia’), the head of 

dairy at CONAD and Coop Italia, the retail sector in 

all his variety was present at highest level. Speakers 

from the digital sales arena like Alibaba or JD.COM 

highlighted the dairy opportunities through 

internet sales. 

 

 

 

 
Dr Patrizio Podini, founder and CEO of the 

retailer MD Italia with ASSOLATTE president 

Giuseppe Ambrosi, Anna Campanile (MD Italia) 

and EDA vice chair Attilio Zanetti   
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Know your future 
customer – CLAL Dairy 
Forum 2018 
 

The head of the web-based dairy consultancy 

CLAL.it, Dr Angelo Rossi and his CLAL team 

managed to connect the dairy industry with our 

future consumers. Besides a session where dairy 

➤  REGISTER NOW! 

EDA/Assifonte 
Convention 2018  

 

‘A Green Future for European Dairy’ 
 

14 – 17 November 2018 in Dublin, Ireland 

Hosted by Dairy Industry Ireland 
 

With keynote speaker EU Commissioner Phil 

Hogan, and ➤ many more experts from the  

world of Dairy... 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
http://eda2018.eu/
http://eda2018.eu/speakers/
http://eda2018.eu/speakers/
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WTO Public Forum 2018 
 

This year’s public forum has been considering ➤ 

what sustainable trade will look like in 2030. This 

was an excellent opportunity to meet with relevant 

bodies in Geneva to reiterate our support for a 

multilateral approach. WTO focuses on ways to 

improve the functioning of the institution and on 

ways to resume negotiations. Improvement in 

transparency and notification are essential for the 

good functioning of the WTO and essential if one’s 

want the multilateral negotiations to resume. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. John Ronald Deep Ford, Ambassador (Permanent 

Missions of the Republic of Guyana to the United 

Nations Office and other international organizations in 

Geneva) with EDA Deputy secretary general Bénédicte 

Masure 
 
VIII Kromeriz Dairy Days 
 

Last week, about 200 dairy experts gathered in 

Czech Republic for the conference "Kroměřížské 

mlékářské dny", jointly organised by Dr. Jiri 

Kopacek from the Czech and Moravian Dairy 

Association, and Jan Tykvart from the Dairy 

company Kromilk. “This year we focussed on a wide 

European exchange with speakers from Turkey, Italy, 

France, the Netherlands, Slovakia and Brussels. 

Besides the active involvement of all participants, the 

lively discussions regarding new trends in technology, 

changes in consumer behaviour, food safety or the 

impact of global macroeconomic and political 

changes make our Kromeriz Dairy Days a unique 

conference”, summed up Dr. Jiri Kopacek. 
 

Flora Dewar opened the two-day conference 

presenting the latest developments at EU level on 

trade, dairy markets and EDA’s work on the 

protection of dairy terms. For more information, 

please visit ➤ www.kmmd.eu.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Prof. Dr. Nevzat Artik - National Milk 

Board (Turkey); Piercristiano Brazzale, Brazzale Spa 

(Italy); Flora Dewar (European Dairy Association); Dr. Jiří 

Kopáček, Czech & Moravian Dairy Association and Jan 

Tykvart, CEO of Kromilk dairy  

 
 

Trade marks and 
Geographical Indications 
(GIs) 
 

“Past, present and future” – European 
Union Intellectual Property Office, 
Alicante 

  

Last week’s European Commission conference on 

Trade Marks and GIs, in Alicante, set the scene for 

the future of Trade Marks and GIs within and outside 

the European Union. During two days, speakers from 

the public institutions and private sector highlighted 

the subtility of the relation between Trade Marks 

and the EU quality labels. While DG AGRI GIs Head 

of Unit Francis Fay stressed on the importance of a 

stronger institutional partnership, DG AGRI Quality 

Policy Adviser Georges Vassilakis outlined the 

https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum18_e/public_forum18_e.htm
http://www.kmmd.eu


 3 

 

        Two weeks ago, we had the pleasure to 

welcome our new EDA Senior Trade & 

Economics Officer, Laurens van Delft, who told 

us about his favourite dairy product...  

 

Your favourite 

Dairy Product? 

"Leche frita – A delicious 

Spanish sweet that brings 

back memories of sunny 

holidays…”    
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balance between EU principles regarding Trade 

Marks and GIs.  The message from Alicante is clear: 

intellectual property rules shall coexist with GIs 

schemes and the sui generis protection for GIs 

within the Single Market should be further 

enhanced at a supranational level.  

 

 

Plastics at the centre 
of EU political debate  

Yesterday, the European Forum for Manufacturing 

organised a debate in collaboration with 

FoodDrinkEurope at the European Parliament on 

the Plastics Strategy Implementation. The event 

took place on the same day of the ENVI 

Committee’s vote on the Single Use Plastic 

proposal. The debate was chaired by MEP José 

Inacio Faria (EPP, Portugal) and featured speakers 

from the European Commission, industry 

representatives and a wide range of MEPs: 

Theresa Griffin (S&D, UK), Jo Leinen (S&D, 

Germany), Gesine Maissner (Alde, Germany), Julie 

Girling (EPP, UK), Clare Moody (S&D, UK), and 

other stakeholders. 
 

The discussion on the plastic strategy focussed on 

the transition to more sustainable packaging and 

on innovative waste treatment technologies. 

Nevertheless, the vote on the Single Use Plastic 

proposal was the elephant in the room all along 

the debate, ‘forbidden’ to be mentioned yet 

ubiquitous. The proposal had indeed just been 

adopted by a large majority (51 to 10 with 3 

abstentions), tightening the Commission’s initial 

draft directive. In the current pre-European-

elections period, this text is becoming a catch-all 

with many ideas thrown in for political reasons, 

and it is starting to go beyond the initial goal of 

reducing marine littering. 

 

Milk: school scheme and 
dietary recommendation 

Two weeks ago, EURACTIV organized a 

workshop to discuss how to promote a healthy 

environment in schools. A group of panelists, 

composed of members from the European 

Commission amongst others, shared different 

EU and private action plans and strategies to 

achieve healthier dietary habits and lifestyles. 

Arunas Vinciunas, Head of EU Commissioner 

Andriukaitis’ Cabinet, acknowledged the 

importance of dairy as part of a balance diet. 

The vision was also shared by EU 

Commissioner  for Education, Culture, Youth 

and Sport Tibor Navracsics who highlighted 

the importance of the CAP when prioritising 

school milk schemes. Such initiatives are of 

paramount importance in Europe, where 11 

Member States do not meet the average dietary 

recommendation for milk. In some countries, in 

fact, there is still a lack of programmes to 

encourage the consumption of milk in schools, 

while in others, new initiatives promoting dairy 

for healthier diets are being promoted.    


