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“Essential next steps in that direction would be the
set-up of an independent milk laboratory and the
establishment of a Georgian Dairy Training School.
And here, we really need the support from the
European Commission and experts from Europe”,

გამარჯობა and
welcome to the
European lactospere,
DairyGeorgia!
Just a day after the high level meetings with EU

Commissioner President Jean-Claude Juncker in
Brussels, Georgian agricultural minister

Levan

Davitashvili @AgricultureGEO assisted the signing
of the DairyGeorgia–EDA partner membership
agreement in Tblisi.

pointed out Erekle Gamkrelidze, chair of the
DairyGeorgia dairy association.

EDA President Michel
Nalet elected chair of DG
AGRI’s Civil Dialogue
Group on Milk
The official Civil Dialogue Group (CDG) on Milk
met on 20 November 2018 to elect its new
presidium and to discuss the market and policy
developments

in

the

dairy

sector.

We

congratulate EDA chair Michel Nalet for his reelection as chair, as well as Karsten Schmal
(Copa-Cogeca) and Anne Randles (CELCAA) for
their re-election as vice-chairs. The CDG on Milk
assists the EU Commission in the preparation of
legislative proposals and policy initiatives on
matters concerning the operation of various

DairyGeorgia chair E. Gamkrelidze (Sante), Georgia
Minister of Agriculture Levan Davitashvili, EDA
secretary general A. Anton and DairyGeorgia
secretary general K. Koniashvili

common organizations of markets and other
areas covered by the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) and the rural development policy.

Georgia (close to 4 mio citizens) has a long lasting
dairy tradition. With a milk self-sufficiency of about
88%, its very dynamic dairy sector has attracted
international investments. The need for a more
performant

milk

supply

sector

and

for

an

accelerated alignment process with EU food safety
rules have been highlighted by the EU Commission.

CDG MILK presidium (2018/2019) with EDA chair
Michel Nalet, Anne Randles and Karsten Schmal
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From Big 6 to Big 4
The end of the Evolved Nutrition
Label?
Last week, Nestlé announced that it will cease its
involvement in the Evolved Nutrition Label (ENL)
initiative, launched in March 2017 by 6 international
food companies (Mars, Nestlé, Unilever, CocaCola,
PepsiCola, Mondelez). EDA had firmly protested
against the support that this labelling scheme has
received from the EU Commission and is still today
at the forefront to criticise the ENL because of the

presentation on our European Standards for dairy
and their contribution to a high quality and safe
dairy production in Europe and beyond.
EDA

used

this

opportunity

to

showcase the excellence of EU
dairy in terms of safety, quality
and

taste.

The

European

Commission and EDA confirmed
in Teheran our wish to further
cooperate

with

our

Iranian

counterparts.

use of portion sizes, the colour coded traffic light
basis and the complete lack of consideration for

High Level Forum
for a Better Food
Supply Chain

micronutrients like vitamins and minerals. Already in
February this year, Mars pulled out of the project.
EDA will continue advocating for a common sense
approach and a transparent nutrition labelling that
reflects the unique nutrient richness of dairy
products.

The ‘legacy’ of the High Level Forum featured
high on the agenda of today’s meeting: the EU
Commission drafted a final report of the work

Alexander Anton @dairyanton
Nutrition labelling: There is something
seriously wrong with a system where a diet coke
ranks healthier than semi-skimmed milk !

carried out, including the 10 meetings of the
subgroups (‘Internal Market’, ‘Digitalisation’,
‘Food Euro’ and ‘Private Labels’). As EDA, we
have

constantly

highlighted

that

the

EU

Commission should finally take up its role as
‘guardian of the treaties’ and defend the EU
Single Market against protectionist initiatives
launched at national levels.

EU Trade Policy Day
EU Commission Food
Standards and Food Safety
Conference in Teheran

In defence of fair and open
trade – Rising to the challenges,
tackling the threats

About one year after EDA signed a memorandum of

From the opening by European Commissioner for

understanding with the Iranian Dairy Industry
Association in Teheran, EDA was invited last week
to join the EU Commission in Tehran to give a

Trade Cecilia Malström stating that “trade has
become politicised like never before” to DirectorateGeneral for Trade Jean-Luc Demarty’s concluding
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remarks claiming that “we need to base future trade
policy on evidence and facts”, yesterday’s EU Trade
Policy Day provided great insights into the
challenges and opportunities offered by trade,
through

bilateral

or

multilateral

agreements.

European Commissioner Cecilia Malmström who
spared no effort in negotiating and concluding a
series of trade agreements since she has been in
office, stated that 3.5 millions jobs have been
created since the current Commission started in
2014. Most of discussions focused on US trade
policy, the functioning of the WTO and the
increasing role of sustainability.

Development of EU plant
proteins
Last week, the high-level Conference on the
Development of Plant Proteins in the European
Union took place in Vienna. It was the opportunity
to present the EU Commission Report on proteins
crops in the EU and to discuss the results of the
stakeholder consultation and workshops held earlier
this year. Panel discussions focussed on research
and innovation, agronomic practices, environmental
benefits, supply chain development and market
potential

of

plant

proteins.

Future

policy

frameworks supporting the further unlocking of
potential for EU production were part of the debate

European Dairy Academix

between EU Commissioner Phil Hogan, Austrian

Within the framework of our European Dairy

Minister Köstinger and MEP Ulrike Müller, who

Academix, some students had the chance last week
to dive into the dairy world, visiting EDA during
their

study

tour

in

Brussels.

Students

from

Agrocampus Ouest in Rennes and Montpellier
Supagro, two French engineering schools, met with
different experts from the dairy sector. On Friday,
students from around the world studying a MSc in
European

Animal

Management

underlined

the

importance

of

considering

sustainable protein sources for animal feed, like
grassland and roughage, as alternatives to soy. This
is highlighted by our ➤ joint EDA-IFCN study on
the protein input to dairy cows via roughage,
representing the EDA contribution to the Protein
Balance Sheet of the European Commission.

and

Sustainability in Toulouse, had the opportunity to
discover the lactosphere and the role of different
stakeholders here in Brussels.

European Dairy Association
@EDA_Dairy
MEP @UliMuellerMdEP mentions the
importance of considering sustainable protein
sources for feed, such as pasture, as alternatives to
soy, during the #PlantProteinsEU Conference in
Vienna. This is highlighted by our @EDA_Dairy study
on roughage.

Students from around the world studying at Ecole
d'Ingénieurs de PURPAN in study tour in Brussels, at
the European Dairy Association
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