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Portugal), our shared ambition for an Australia–
European Union FTA, highlighted by the visit of EU

Commissioner Phil Hogan to Australia in midFebruary 2019.

‘High speed’ trade
negotiations with Australia
and New Zealand ?
Besides last week’s NZ Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
visit to Brussels, the European Parliament’s INTA
Committee organised a workshop ‘Trade negotiations

“As we speak, the momentum for these FTAs seems to
accelerate and we are absolutely aligned with the
approach of our Australian partners and the European
Commission:

a

FTA

needs

careful

preparation,

especially when it comes to the agricultural chapters”,
commented

EDA secretary general Alexander

Anton in the meeting.

with Australia and New Zealand’ on Monday 29
January 2019.

The meeting was chaired by MEP

Sorin Moisă (EPP, Romania), the INTA Standing
Rapporteur for Australia. Dr Louise Curran from the
Toulouse Business School gave a presentation and a
panel including the EU leads negotiator for the EUNew Zealand FTA, Peter Berz from DG Trade, gave
their insights in the negotiations. The next round of
meetings between the EU and Australia and between

Save the date !
EDA Policy Conference
Wednesday 20 March 2019
14:30 – 18:00
New Venue: Scotland House
Rond-Point Schuman 6, 1040 Brussels (BE)

the EU and New Zealand are planned for February and
March. So far, no market access tables have been
exchanged.

‘The EU Dairy
landscape
2019-2024’
Confirmed speakers include:
Barbara Otte-Kinast (Minister of Food, Agriculture and

Nicola Hinder, Australian Agriculture representative
and Director John Clarke (DG AGRI)

Consumer Protection, Lower Saxony), Tom Tynan
(cabinet EU Commissioner Phil Hogan), Florent Courau
(Director General JD.COM), Valentina Zanetti (Zanetti

Nicola Hinder, Australia’s Agriculture representative

spa / co-chair of ASSOLATTE’s “Young Dairy

in Brussels and DG AGRI International Director

Committee”), and candidates for the 2019 EP elections

John Clarke underlined in a breakfast meeting this
week in the EP, chaired by MEP Sofia Ribeiro (EPP,

including Max Schulman (Finland) and Tilman Kuban
(Germany) and Bert-Jan Ruissen (Netherlands).

...followed by our Annual Cheese Buffet.
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IDFA #DairyForum in
Orlando, Florida

CETA took us from May 2009 to September 2017 for an
provisional application and if you look at Canada, the
macro-economic added value is obvious which justifies

Our U.S. partner organisation IDFA gathered more

the effort of the EU for the negotiations”, stated EDA

than a thousand executives and experts from the U.S.

secretary general Alexander Anton.

and beyond at their #DairyForum 2019 in Orlando,
Florida.

➤ Check our our updated EDA Trade
Focus on New Zealand

Beth Hughes, senior director IDFA, EDA secretary
general Alexander Anton and Kimberly Crewther,
CEO DCANZ

IDFA CEO & President Michael Dykes underlined
the positive global outlook for milk & dairy. In his
speech, EDA secretary general Alexander Anton
stated: “For growing globally, you need global markets,
global dairies and a global vision of a trade policy. We
all know, the global markets are there and today, the
European Union is the leading force in global trade
policy. When it comes to internationalization of dairies,
we are in a pole position: 10 out of the Rabobank TOP
20 global dairies are headquarted in Europe with
almost 50% of their turnover stemming from out of the
Union.”

NZ–EU Free Trade
Agreement: Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern is charming Brussels
Just after her meetings in London with UK Prime
Minister (PM) Theresa May, NZ PM Jacinda Ardern
stopped over in Brussels to lobby for a NZ–EU FTA.
“PM Jacinda Ardern really wants to get this FTA signed
during her term in office and is a really dynamic and
young leader.

What about Geographical
Indications (GIs) in
Canada?
While the Canadian system of managing the CETA
cheese TRQs is not facilitating European cheese
exports to Canada, at least the CETA agreement
englobes a total of 171 European Gis out of which
54 are iconic European cheeses like Danablu,
Roquefort or Grana Padano.
In a high-level workshop of the Canadian embassy
in Brussels on Monday, all involved Canadian
authorities presented the system of GIs within the
Canadian-European

Union

Comprehensive

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the
specific Canadian ad-hoc rules.
“Canada has shown, that in a landscape traditionally
occupied by trademarks, the implementation of our
European GI system is possible and makes sense.
Today it is possible to register European GIs directly
in Canada. The recognition of our European
protection scheme through various agreements like
CETA underlines the global and specifically the
Canadian appreciation of our protected dairy
products”,

stated

EDA

secretary

general Alexander Anton.
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Happy New Year 新年快乐 !
The celebrations for the Chinese New Year (05
February 2019) have started all over the world. The
‘year of the pig’ will be marked by the 70th anniversary
of the founding of the People’s Republic of China on
October 1st 1949. Premium European dairy products,
like our iconic European cheeses,

have become

ambassadors of European excellence, quality and
safety in China and become more and more popular in
this part of the world – not least, thanks to the EU
promotion policy – Enjoy, it’s from Europe !

Weighing up the facts:
does dairy deliver?
Dairy UK organised yesterday a unique one-day

Your favourite Dairy Product ?
Today, three EDA colleagues and interns
are leaving us to pursue their career path.
Of course, they could not do so without
answering the famous question...
"My favourite dairy product is a perfectly
ripened French Mont d’Or with fresh fruit like
apple or grapes.”

Pauline Gautun
who will now join Savencia after
replacing EDA Senior Nutrition,
Health and Food Law Officer
Kinga Adamaszwili for the past
year!

conference, split into three sessions, to explore the
evidence around the nutrition and sustainability of

"Nothing better than a piece of Comté with a

dairy and how dairy can be part of the solution to

slice of salted butter on a crispy baguette to

poor diet and a sustainable food system. The most

bring back the smile on your face after a

current evidence presented by experts around the

hard day!”

world highlighted the importance of dairy products

Aline Hazard Antoine

vs plant-based drinks.

EDA Trade & Economics intern,
since September 2018

"Pintxo of Idiazabal cheese with fig jam and a
Dr Judith Bryans (CEO Dairy UK) with EDA Senior
Nutrition, Health and Food Law Officer Kinga Adamaszwili and EDA Director for Food, Environment
and Health Hélène Simonin

walnut on top. The flavour of a good cheese is
sublimed by sweet fruit and
creates the perfect
balance!”

Paula Corres
➤ FAO and Global Dairy

Platform report ‘Climate
Change and the Global Dairy
Cattle Sector’

EDA Food, Environment and
Health intern, since September 2018

Thank you all for your
great work!
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