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questionnaire will be presented before the end of 

2017 in a Commission’s Communication on 

modernising and simplifying the CAP.  

 

MEP Assistant Roundtable on Dairy 

Nutrition & Health with MEP Norbert 

Lins (EPP, DE) 
 

On 23 January, 25 MEP assistants followed the 

joint invitation of MEP Norbert Lins (EPP, 

Germany) and EDA to exchange at our  MEP 

Assistant Roundtable ‘Dairy, Nutrition & Health’. 

The focal points of the event were presentations 

given by Hélène Simonin (EDA) on the current 

state of the European dairy market and Dr. 

Judith Bryans, CEO of Dairy UK and IDF 

president. In her presentation entitled ‘Can your 

plate change the planet?’, Dr. Judith Bryans, as a 

truly accomplished expert in the sector, effectively 

demonstrated the importance of milk and dairy 

products in a healthy and sustainable diet.  
 

 

MEP Norbert Lins (EPP - middle), Judith Bryans (Dairy UK - 

right), and Hélène Simonin (EDA - left)  

 

Now in its third edition, the MEP Assistant 

Roundtable was once again a tremendous 

success. With MEP Norbert Lins leading the round 

and informative input through the presentations, 
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Register now !  

EDA Dairy Policy Conference 2017  

60th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome 
 

➤ ‘Dairy - Jobs, Growth and Investment in 

the Common market’ 

 

Register here             Programme 
 

 

22 March 2017, Espace Monte Paschi, Brussels 

(BE) — For more information, visit our event 

page (➤ link) ! 

 

 

EU Commissioner Hogan launches 

new CAP Consultation 
 

In today’s press briefing, EU Commissioner for 

Agriculture and Rural Development Phil Hogan 

has launched the public consultation on the CAP 

post-2020 (➤ link). Open to all stakeholders, this 

cooperative and transparent initiative will look at 

all aspects of the CAP. Soon to be available in all 

EU languages, the consultation will be open for 12 

weeks giving sufficient time for broad views from 

all interested in the CAP. Based on the internal 

discussions happening over the course of 2016, 

EDA will give its view on the future of the CAP 

through this consultation . The outcome of the 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://edapolicyconference.wufoo.com/forms/q768fdh1vzrtq4/
http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Events/EDA_Dairy_Policy_2017/EDA-_2017_5700_EDA_Dairy_Policy_Conference_2017_-_programme_EN.pdf
https://edapolicyconference.wufoo.com/forms/q768fdh1vzrtq4/
http://www.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Events/EDA_Dairy_Policy_2017/EDA-_2017_5700_EDA_Dairy_Policy_Conference_2017_-_programme_EN.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/events/event/article/eda-dairy-policy-conference-2017.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/FutureCAP
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“Origin labelling: Transparency or 

Nationalism ?“   

MEP Dr Renate Sommer (EPP), Camille Perrin (BEUC), 

Sebastian Emig (ESA) and EDA secretary general A. Anton 

 

In a discussion event at the British Chamber of 

Commerce in Brussels with MEP Dr Renate 

Sommer (EPP, Germany) and Camille Perrin 

(BEUC), Sebastian Emig (ESA), EDA secretary 

general Alexander Anton voiced the EDA 

position: “The national mandatory origin 

labelling schemes for milk and dairy  are an 

issue that goes far beyond food law: The EU 

Commission failed to defend the single market”.  

 

 

How to tackle Unfair Trade 

Practices (UTPs)? 
 

At their December meeting on UTPs, the 

European Council conclusions (➤ link) called for 

an impact assessment on the relevance of 

introducing a European legislation or framework 

to address and solve unfair trade practices.  There 

are also regular calls for regulation in the 

European Parliament that hosted last week the 

annual event of the Supply Chain Initiative (➤ 

link). EDA is a member of the High Level Forum 

for a Better Functioning Food Supply Chain and 

its Sherpa group  will meet early March to 

the event was marked by active participation by 

the attending MEP assistants and lively and fruitful 

debates. “We had chosen this time the headline of 

‘sustainability’ for our roundtable, because I do 

think, the economic, environmental and social 

sustainability of the dairy sector are key. Our 

roundtable is always a very good opportunity to 

share this message and to discuss in depth”, 

concluded MEP Norbert Lins. 

 

 

EDA presents the dairy industry’s 

contribution to the achievement of 

the sustainability goals 
 

During the Public Policy Exchange’s conference 

on ‘Food Safety in the EU, Fostering Innovation 

and Securing Consumer Protection throughout 

the Agri-Food Chain’, next to Dr Ladislav Miko 

(DG Sante) and MEP Dr Renate Sommer (EPP, 

Germany), EDA Director of Food, Environment 

and Health, Hélène Simonin presented and 

discussed the current sustainability efforts of the 

dairy sector and especially those through the PEF 

project (➤ link). The ‘Food Sustainable 

Production & Consumption Roundtable’ was 

headed by a key-note speech by the UN 

Delegate on Sustainable Development Goals, Ulf 

Bjornholm-Ottosson. Hélène Simonin then 

joined a panel made up of high level civil 

servants of DG ENVI and DG GROW, discussing 

the constructive input that the dairy sectors has 

provided in achieving these goals. “We have 

shown at this high level event, that circular 

production stands at the heart of the dairy 

sector. Dairy is a wonderful way of providing 

nutritious products to many parts of the 

population”, stated Hélène Simonin.  For further 

information, see EDA Position on a Circular 

Economy (➤ link) and EMF’s website (➤ link). 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/12/12-conclusions-food-supply-chain/
http://www.supplychaininitiative.eu/fr
http://www.supplychaininitiative.eu/fr
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Other_Fact_Sheets/EDA-PEF-5539-16-Dairy_PEF_pilot_communication_fact_sheet.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/EDA_Position_papers_-_Fact_Sheets/Position_papers/EDA_statement_on_circular_economy_Oct._2015.pdf
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and Bart Degeest (Yakult) thanked Carine for her 

longstanding and unrivalled commitment and 

acknowledged the outstanding work of IPA-

Europe and its predecessor organisation YLFA.   

 

With the new secretary general Rosanna Pecere 

and Marina Tsiatoura as communication 

director, IFA-Europe will further promote the 

probiotic sector in Europe and pursue 

cooperation with EDA.  “Rosanna is in a position 

to build on Carine’s incredible work – and she 

knows our topics, she knows the people in Brussels 

and she knows how Brussels works.” In parallel to 

her new role, Rosanna Pecere will continue for the 

time being to represent our Italian member 

association ASSOLATTE within EDA.  

Rosanna Pecere, Carine Lambert and Marina Tsiatoura  

(from left to right) 

 

Two new Cheese PGIs  

approved by EU Commission 
 

Within the last two weeks, the EU Commission 

approved the registration of ‘Brillat-Savarin’ and  

‘Raclette de Savoie’ both French cheeses). MEP 

Michel Dantin (EPP) being himself from Savoy in 

France, welcomed this approval: “We can be proud 

of our regional products: ‘Raclette de Savoie’ joins 

our great cheese indications: ‘Reblochon’, ‘Tomme 

de Savoie’, ‘Emmental de Savoie’ and ‘Beaufort’, all 

exchange on how to promote a fair trading 

environment in the food supply chain. Members 

will present the best practices in national self-

regulatory schemes, while national authorities will 

make a presentation on how national models can 

inspire a EU framework action on UTPs. An idea 

that recently came into the discussion was to 

establish a dedicated Ombudswo/man at EU 

(Commission) level.  

 

 

International Probiotics Association 

– Europe : New Leadership  

IPA-Europe (➤ link) bid farewell to Carine 

Lambert, who had headed the association since 

its foundation. Pierre-Hubert Cuypers (Danone) 

Milk Market Observatory Economic 

Board meeting 

The Milk Market Observatory Economic Board 

(➤ link) met on 25 January.  Gérard Calbrix 

(ATLA) presented the EDA assessment of the 

stock situation in the European Union, 

highlighting that SMP stocks (outside of 

intervention) are back to normal and that 

butter stocks are historically low – leading to a 

certain shortage on the market. Cheeses stocks 

are also rather low. Based on the information 

presented by the European Commission and 

participants from the dairy sector, the main 

conclusion of the meeting was that globally, 

milk supply is better aligned with the demand 

side leading to a better market balance.  The 

main uncertainty is now coming from political 

developments. 

2 n d  F e b r u a r y  

#2 

http://www.ipaeurope.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/market-observatory/milk/pdf/mmo-economic-board-meeting-of-2017.01.25_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/market-observatory/milk/pdf/mmo-economic-board-meeting-of-2017.01.25_en.pdf
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 ambassadors of the states of Savoy in France, 

Europe and in the world”.  
 

These new indications are now part of over 1550 

protected products, a list of which can be found 

on EU Commission’s database DOOR (➤ link).  
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Dairy Highlights ahead. . . 
 

 

February 
 

● Tue 7:    ‘The Common Agricultural Policy post 

2020 – Expectations for the dairy sector?’, MIV  │  

Brussels ( BE) 

● Tue 7:  Presentation of the outcomes of the 

Global Food Forum, Farm Europe  - with EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan  │ Brussels ( BE) 

● Wed 8:  ‘Inversting in Animal Suffering?’ - with 

MEPs Martin Haüsling (EFA, DE) and Isabella De 

Monte (S&D, IT)│ Brussels (BE) 

● Thu 16 - Sat 18: India International Dairy Expo 

● Fri 17: East European Dairy Congress & 

International Caucasian Dairy Forum  │ Georgia  

● Sat 25 - Fri 5 (March): Salon International de 

l’Agriculture  │ Paris (FR)     

 

March 
 

● Mon 6:  Agriculture & Fisheries Council 

│ Brussels (BE)  

● Mon 6:  Sherpa group of the High Level Forum  

for a Better Functioning Food Supply Chain 

│ Brussels (BE)  

● Wed 8:  CDG Milk, EU Commission │ Brussels (BE) 

● Thu 16 :  FNPL (French dairy farmers 

association) general assembly - with EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan │ Langres (FR)  

● Thu 16 – Fri 17:  Berliner Milchforum, 

’Milchbranche im Wandel’ (‘A Changing Dairy 

Sector’) │ Berlin (DE)  

● Wed 22:  EDA Dairy Policy Conference 2017 

│ Brussels (BE) 

● Tue 28:  Forum for the Future of Agriculture 

(FFA) 2017 │ Brussels (BE) 

● Wed 29 – Thu 30:  ‘Konfektionieren + 

Portionieren + Verpacken von Käse’ (‘Preparation 

+ Portions + Packaging of Cheese’) │ Kempten (DE)  

Your favourite Dairy Product? 

"With no less than seven quality cheeses 

(PDO / PGI), including ‘Beaufort’ and 

’Reblochon’, the ‘Deux-Savoie’ has made  

from a disadvantage faced by mountain 

breeding, a strenght! It is the result of 

collective action and the 

individuals’ and 

territories’ exigency 

to invest in added 

value! An example 

to follow!"  

MEP Michel Dantin 
EPP, France 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/quality/door/list.html?locale=fr
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy

