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MEP Assistant Roundtable on
Dairy Nutrition & Health with MEP
Norbert Lins
Last week, MEP Norbert Lins (EPP, Germany)
hosted the 4rth edition of the MEP Assistant
Roundtable ‘Dairy, Nutrition & Health’. This
annual informal exchange between dairy experts
and MEP assistants from across the Union
tackles the currently hot nutrition and health
topics.
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Council approves new intervention
scheme for 2018 campaign
Because of the exceptional situation with
buying-in under public intervention between
2015-2017, the EU Commission and EU Council
fear that the scenario would repeat during the
2018 campaign. Based on EU Commission’s
proposal from November 2017, the Council has
adopted ➤ EU Regulation 2018/147. The
intervention scheme for the 2018 campaign
will open a tendering procedure from 1st
March until end of September 2018 and will
set the quantitative limitation for buying-in
skimmed milk powder at a fixed price, at zero

tonnes. As such, buying-in at a fixed price will

objective is to present a more concrete picture of the
set-up of our EEX raw milk futures at the Berliner
Milchforum

mid-March”, stated

Sascha Siegel,

Head of Agricultural Commodities at the European
Energy Exchange (EEX) in a meeting with EDA

secretary general Alexander Anton, in Brussels.
With the integrity credentials that EEX earned not
only in the energy sector, but also in the agriculture
field so far as a regulated commodity exchange,
this project has the potential to become a reference
at European level and beyond.
Additionally, the agreement between GDT and EEX
to assess possibilities for cooperation in the dairy
auctions arena underlines the ambition of EEX ➤
see EEX website.

not be activated automatically from 1st March.

Your favourite Dairy Product?
The European dairy sector is continuously
working on improving its long-term
environmental, economic and social
sustainability... ➤ see EDA Factsheet

”Any European dairy
product, as long as its
price was hedged."
Sascha Siegel
Head of Agricultural
Commodities European Energy Exchange AG

EEX in the starting block for raw milk
futures

European Parliament event:
“Informing without misleading”
Hélène Simonin (Director Food, Environment &

“We are in the process of finalizing the specifications

Health at EDA) was invited last week to join the

of our raw milk futures and the definition of the

debate organised by MEPs Paolo De Castro (S&D,

reference index. One thing is sure: we will pay

Italy) and Elisabetta Gardini (EPP, Italy) on food

attention to the demand of the farmers side when it

information to consumers, ‘Fair food labelling,

comes to the size of the contract volume. Our

informing without misleading’.
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EDA highlighted how the positive benefits of dairy
products could not be summarised in one logo or
score, especially if negative nutrients are focused
on, as the results could be clearly misleading for
consumers. We further stressed how dairy products

have an array of positive benefits that go far
beyond the sum of the nutrients they contain,

Dairy Highlights ahead. . .
February
● Tue 13: EFSA event on Sugars │Brussels (Belgium)
● Wed 14 - Sat 17: BioFach │Nuremberg (Germany)

which could never be expressed by an over

● Tue 20: CDG Milk │ Brussels (Belgium)

simplistic traffic light label.

● Thu 22 - Fri 23:

USDA Agricultural Outlook

Forum │ USA

EDA meets with DG SANTE to
discuss Voluntary Origin Labelling
An EDA delegation met today with DG SANTE

● Sun 25 - Wed 28: Salon du Fromage │ Paris
(France)

March

officials to exchange on EU Commission’s draft

implementing act for the application of Article 26

● Mon 12 - Tue 13: Codex Cmte. on Contaminants

(3) of Regulation (EU) 1169/2011 on the voluntary

in Foods │ Utrecht (Netherlands)

indication of the origin of food according to Food

● Thu 15 - Fri 16: Berliner Milchforum (Germany)

Information to Consumer EU rules. It was the

● Wed 21: EDA Dairy Policy Conference │ Brussels

occasion to rise our concerns on trademarks,
geographical indications and the scope of the
draft implementing act. This meeting allowed EDA
to express the views from the dairy industry on
the harmonised criteria for a voluntary indication
of the origin of milk and milk products within the
European Single Market.

(Belgium)
● Tue 27: 11th Forum for the Future of Agriculture
│ Brussels (Belgium)

April
● Wed 4 - Fri 6: 10th Cheese Symposium │ Rennes
(France)
● Wed 11 - Thu 12:

EDA Policy Conference
21 March 2018
‘European Dairy - Our way forward’
Wednesday 21 March 2018
14.00 – 18.00, Brussels (Belgium)

➤ Save the date and stay tuned!

Dairy Innovation Summit │

Amsterdam (Netherlands)
● Mon 16 - Thu 19: Alimentaria │ Barcelona (Spain)
● Mon 16 - Wed 18: Foodex │ Birmingham (UK)
● Tue 17 - Sat 21:

XI Euroforum Polskiego

Mleczarstwa │ Rzeszów (Poland)
● Wed 21: International Cheese Tech Expo │ USA
● Sun 29 - Tue 1st May:

ADPI/ABI Annual

Conference │ Chicago (USA)
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