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Celebrating Europe Day 
in Tokyo  

2nd High Level Mission of EU 
Commissioner Phil Hogan to 
Japan 

“This mission to Japan was perfectly timed to 

follow up the last mission to Japan, that EU 

Commissioner Phil Hogan and his team had 

organized in April 2016. EU Commissioner Phil 

Hogan and EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia 

Malmström have both made incredible efforts to 

open up the Japanese markets and conclude the 

EU Japan Economic Partnership Agreement that 

entered into force on 1
st
 February 2019. A huge 

‘grazie tanto’ and ‘Dōmo arigatō’ to Commissioner 

Phil Hogan and his team”, congratulated EDA 

vice chair Attilio Zanetti. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

EDA vice chair Attilio Zanetti with Alexandre 
Pasquet (groupe Lactalis) at the retail meeting in 
Japan  
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‘The Love 
Behind Food’ 
Summit in 
Barcelona  
‘In 1919, the first Danone yogurt was made – a simple 

food with the simple aim to support children’s health’ 

– and this first Danone yogurt was made in Barcelona, 

where Danone celebrated its 100 years with ‘The Love 

Behind Food’ Summit. 

“Today is the first day of the next 100 years of Danone. 

One of our biggest treasures is our collection of around 

1,500 fermentation strains and we only use a fraction of 

these strains. As of today, this will be an open source, 

we open this unique collection for research to improve 

nutrition through fermentation”, claimed Danone CEO 

Emmanuel Faber in his passionate opening speech.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA secretary general Alexander Anton with 
Emmanuel Faber, Chairman & CEO of Danone  One week to go 

before the European 
Elections...  

#thistimeimvoting 

► Check out our EDA Focus 
on the EU Elections of 23-26 
May 2019 

Your favourite Dairy product? 

“My favourite is clearly our Danio yogurt!” 

Emmanuel Faber 
Chairman & CEO Danone  

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Focus/EDA_Focus_on_European_Elections_May_2019.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Focus/EDA_Focus_on_European_Elections_May_2019.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Focus/EDA_Focus_on_European_Elections_May_2019.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Focus/EDA_Focus_on_European_Elections_May_2019.pdf
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Dairy_Focus/EDA_Focus_on_European_Elections_May_2019.pdf
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30 years of Protection of Dairy 
Terms   

EDA engaged in the stakeholders’ interview organised 

within the framework of EU Commission’s public 

consultation on marketing standards. Jørgen Hald 

Christensen, Chair of the EDA Food & 

Environmental Policy Committee (FEP) led the 

discussions explaining the central role and essential 

value of protected dairy denominations within the 

Single Market and beyond. “Marketing standards for 

dairy products define the product and as such, 

consumers know that ‘butter is butter’” summarised our 

FEP Committee Chair during the interview.  

The EDA Dairy Protected Terms Task Force will keep 

monitoring the developments on this issue and 

advocating for the current regulatory architecture of 

marketing standards. This is the baseline for a 

competition towards dairy products quality and for a 

clear and transparent information for EU consumers. 

 

Revive the Harmonized System 

Two weeks ago, the World Customs Organisation 

(WCO) organised a conference to evaluate the 

efficiency and discuss the future of the Harmonized 

System (HS). Participants brought up concerns on the 

current complexity of many classifications and 

navigation through the Nomenclature.  

C o n n e c t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a i r y  

#9 / 2019 

Support was expressed for changes, under the 

condition that this is done in a consultative way, taking 

into account cost and impact. The WCO conference 

recommendations for its Policy Commission included a 

continuation of the consultation process, a feasibility 

study, and a call to identify viable changes and 

appropriate bodies/mechanisms to go forward with 

these changes. 

 

EU Commission adopts 
food waste measurement 
methodology 

Two weeks ago, the EU Commission adopted the 

Delegated Act laying down a common food waste 

measurement methodology, providing Member States 

with the methodological and reporting framework for 

measuring food waste at each stage of the food supply 

chain, and ultimately helping to monitor the progress 

towards the Sustainable Development Goal Target 

12.3.  

Through this Act, the Commission intends to ensure 

coherent monitoring of food waste levels across the EU 

while leaving some flexibility regarding the 

implementation of data collection at national level. 

Member States will report data from 2020 onwards, 

and in 2023 the Commission will consider the need to 

establish binding targets depending on the data 

received. The methodology was presented at (…) →  

Dairy around the world 
The last two weeks have seen the Workshop for Dairy Economists and Policy Analysts organised by several 

US universities in Grand Rapids (Michigan), the IDF spring meeting of the Standing Committee on Dairy 

Policy and Economics and the annual meeting of the American Dairy Products Institute (APDI) in Chicago. 

Those events were well attended by European experts and stakeholders who had the opportunity to 

exchange with their US and other global partners on the trade wars, the competition with plant proteins 

and the EU CAP (referring to the 350,000 tons of SMP released from intervention) amongst many other 

challenges and opportunities for the dairy sector around the globe.  
 

International panel at 
IDF Dairy Economists 
workshop, with EDA 
deputy secretary 
general Bénédicte 
Masure and EDA 
stakeholder Kirsten H. 
Svendsen (Danish Dairy 
Board). 
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16-18 October 2019  

Vienna, Austria 
 

hosted by the Vereinigung 

Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter 

EU Dairy: Shaping the 
European Landscape 

the last EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste, 

last week. EU Commissioner Jyrki Katainen (Vice-

President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and 

Competitiveness, and currently in charge of Health 

and Food Safety) highlighted the importance of 

fighting food waste to strengthen the circularity and 

sustainability of our food systems ► see his full 

speech.  

 

New EU regulation limits 
industrial trans fatty acids in 
food  

The long-awaited ► EU Commission Regulation (EU) 

2019/649 setting limits for industrial trans fat in 

food (max. 2 grams per 100 grams of fat) has been 

published in the Official Journal of the EU. The 

background for the Regulation is a health concern that 

links diets high in TFAs with an increased risk of 

coronary heart disease. Industrial TFAs can be found 

mainly in margarines, spreads, processed baked 

goods, fast foods and snack foods.  Natural (ruminant) 

TFAs (rTFAs) are naturally produced in the gut (rumen) 

of cows and consequently, small amounts of rTFAs can 

be found in animal products like milk and meat. The 

new Regulation clearly excludes rTFAs from the scope 

as foods containing rTFAs (like milk and other dairy 

products) are of high importance in the EU diet and 

contribute in a very limited way to the total daily 

energy intake. 

EDA welcomes the new Regulation which supports 

that contrary to highly processed foods, products 

naturally containing some amounts of rTFAs have no 

possibility of reformulation, as they are an integral 

part of milk fat. ► See EDA Factsheet on TFA here  

 

EDA participates in SANTE 
Advisory Group      

Last week, EDA participated in the Plenary Meeting of 

the Advisory Group on the Food Chain and Animal 

and Plant Health. Amongst topics, DG SANTE tackled 

the draft EU Commission Q&A guidance on the 

implementation of voluntary origin labelling, the new 

EU Commission initiative on transparency and 

sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food 

chain, Official Controls Regulation as well as the next 

EU Research and Innovation Framework Programme 

‘Horizon Europe’. ► Meeting presentations are 

available online. 

 

IPA Europe Workshop on 
Probiotics and Innovation  

Last week, EDA attended a Workshop organised by IPA 

Europe on Probiotics and Innovation in Europe, hosted 

by the Danish Permanent Representation in Brussels. 

The aim was to address the current challenges of the 

EU probiotics sector, including discussions on various 

options of possible changes in the future EU policies 

for the sector. 

Annual  
Convention  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-19-2415_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0649&qid=1557928856606&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0649&qid=1557928856606&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0649&qid=1557928856606&from=EN
http://eda.euromilk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Public_Documents/Nutrition_Factsheets/EDA-Nutrition_fact_sheet_Q_A_On_Trans_Fatty_Acids.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/expert-groups/ag-ap/adv-grp_fchaph/plenary-pres_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/expert-groups/ag-ap/adv-grp_fchaph/plenary-pres_en

