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The Slovak EU Presidency in the 

starting blocks 

 

A few days before taking over the EU Presidency 

from the Netherlands for the next six months, 

the agricultural attaché team of the Slovak 

Permanent Representation joined EDA for an 

exchange on the dairy/agricultural/food 

priorities of the EU Presidency of the Slovak 

Republic and on the latest developments on the 

dairy markets & dairy policy. We are grateful for 

the support of the Slovak EU Presidency  and 

the minister of agriculture of the Slovak 

Republic, Mrs Gabriela Matečná for their 

collaboration on the EDA Dairy Focus, which was 

published today on our website , highlighting 

the priorities of the Slovak EU Presidency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matej Hudec and his colleague Helena 

Lettrichova from the agriculture team in the SK 

PermRep with EDA secretary general A. Anton 

EDA meets with cabinet of EU 

Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska 
 
 

The strategy for the High Level Forum for a 

Better Functioning Food Supply Chain and 

the importance of the EU single market 

were the key topics discussed at an EDA 

meeting with the cabinet of the EU 

Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska in 

charge for the Internal Market, Industry, 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW). 
 

Following last week’s adoption of the 

‘Barriers in the Single Market’ report of MEP 

Dan Dalton (ECR, UK) , we discussed the 

recent attempts to build up new barriers to 

intra-EU trade by national laws, like 

mandatory origin labelling.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Canadian Cheese Importers in 

Brussels 
 
 

‘CETA and beyond’ under this overall theme 

the chair and board members of the 

International Cheese Council of Canada (ICCC) 

met in Brussels with high level representatives 

of the EU Commission and with MEP Jan 

Huitema (ALDE, NL). 
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“For us, two points are of major importance”, stated 

ICCC chair Pat Pelliccione. “We need to assure that   

Canada fully fulfils its CETA obligation and our 

members have a proven record of marketing and 

increasing the sales of EU Cheese in Canada – both 

aspects are of utmost importance to both CETA 

partners.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ICCC chair Pat Pelliccione with his board colleagues 

James McIlroy, Joe Dalferro and EDA secretary general 

A. Anton 

 
National labelling rules: our call on the 

Commission to defend the core single 

market principle of the Union 
 

According to a ‘tweet’ of the French agricultural 

Minister Stéphane Le Foll on 14 March 2016, the 

EU Commission intends to give its greenlight to 

the French government to ‘test’ a mandatory origin 

labelling scheme for milk and dairy products. 
 

 
 

Since the French government did fail to follow 

the specific rules of the so-called notification 

procedure, EU Commission’s final decision is to 

be taken by 05 July 2016. In today’s press release 

, EDA calls on the Commission to defend the 

core single market principle of the Union and to 

stick to the conclusions of EU Commission’s 

report  that clearly identifies voluntary origin 

labelling as the best option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Enjoy, it’s from Europe’: huge success 

for the EU promotion schemes  

 

DG AGRI released an overview on the requests 

for EU funding for milk & dairy promotion 

schemes:   the    excellent    news   is   that  dairy  
 

 

 

EDA meets with cabinet of EU Trade 

Commissioner Cecilia Malmström 
 
 

Under the leadership of the chairman of the 

EDA Trade & Economics committee, Jan 

Maarten Vrij (NZO), an EDA delegation met 

last week with the members of the cabinet of 

EU Commissioner for Trade Cecilia 

Malmström, in charge for agriculture and for 

the U.S.A., Canada, Australia and New Zealand.  
 

“In parallel to an exchange on the new EU trade 

strategy and on our dairy assessment of the 

global trade landscape, we also tackled some 

technical issues in some world regions. We also 

underlined the specificities and sensitivities of 

our sector. Compared to our competitors, we are 

losing competitiveness because of the lack of 

Trade Agreements and hence higher import 

tariffs – this is a real issue for the EU dairy 

sector”, concluded Jan Maarten Vrij. 
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projects applied in all lines of the promotion 

programs, the less good news is that the budget 

pencilled in by DG AGRI for those programmes 

allows to  cover  only about  25%  of  the  requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former foodstuffs and a resource-

efficient use of dairy by-products 
 

The use of by-products in the dairy sector is part 

of an orientation to an always greater resource 

efficiency. In this perspective, it is of major 

importance that European hygiene and animal 

health related laws support an increased use of 

animal by-products from the food sector as feed, 

where use as food is no longer possible, without 

negatively impacting other by-products from the 

dairy industry.  
 

Thus, EDA contribution to EU Commission’s 

guidelines on the legal status of ‘former 

foodstuffs’ for feed use represented a good 

opportunity for EDA to further highlight the value 

of animal by-products for the dairy sector and the 

importance of increasing and improving their 

movement, processing and disposal. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

milk  and  dairy  projects.  EDA  

will  continue  to highlight the 

importance of these promotion 

schemes and the necessity of 

adequate funding for the 

promotion of milk and dairy, the 

most important EU agricultural 

sector, present in all member 

States. 

The European Emission Trading Scheme 

(ETS) now in European Parliament 
 

Following the publication of EU Commission’s 

proposal in the summer 2015, the legislative 

procedure regarding the Emission Trading 

Scheme (ETS) has now taken a new step as the 

relevant Committees in the European Parliament 

have published their own reports. The leading 

ENVI and seconding ITRE (Industry, Research and 

Energy) Committees’ rapporteurs, MEPs Ian 

Duncan (ECR, UK) and Fredrick Federley (ALDE, 

SE), have made some revisions to the European 

Commission proposal . The result of the 

committees’ reflections are resumed in ENVI 

Committee’s report  with 79 amendments 

and in ITRE Committee’s opinion  with 47 

amendments. Further amendments will be 

discussed in the committees before each vote 

which will probably take place at the end of the 

year. In a second phase and in a quite unusual 

process, the two reports will be merged into one 

which will be voted as a whole by the entire 

plenary chamber. 
 

On the Council side, a “Working Party on the 

Environment” has been created last week in 

order to examine and discuss the EP 

committee’s reports. The purpose is to prepare 

the future Council’s internal position on climate 

change and EU environmental policies and 

legislation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA Dairy 

Focus 07/2016 
 

Slovak EU Presidency 
 

A smiling face for Europe: 

the logo of the Slovak EU 

Presidency for the second 

half of 2016 underlines the 

profoundly pro-European 

approach of the Slovak 

Republic… 
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