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‘First International Agricultural 
Dairy Forum’ in Krasnogorsk 
(Moscow) 

 

In the framework of the ‘First 

International Agricultural Dairy 

Forum’ in Krasnogorsk (Moscow) on 

17
th
 November 2014, EDA Secretary 

General Alexander Anton discussed 

the Russian embargo with the Deputy 

Prime Minister of the Russian 

Federation, Arkady Dvorkovich, in 

front of 800 dairy experts from Russia 

and beyond.  The deputy Prime 

Minister of the Russian Federation, Mr. 

Arkady Dvorkovich, justified the 

Russian embargo    against    dairy   

and   other agricultural goods from 

the U.S.A., Canada, the EU, Australia 

and Norway in the discussion as a 

necessary countermeasure to the EU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sanctions. Since Russian financial 

institutions were no longer able to 

grant loans or pay out subsidies to 

the Russian agricultural actors 

because of the EU measures, the 

Russian government had to take 

measures to re-establish the 

competitiveness of the Russian 

agricultural sector. 

 
 
First MEP assistant roundtable 
on ‘dairy, nutrition & health’ 
 

Under the patronage of MEP Norbert 

Lins (EPP, Germany) the first MEP 

assistant roundtable on ‘dairy, 

nutrition & health’ was launched on 

Monday 17
th
 November 2014 in the 

European Parliament. (…) 

 

 

Photo: EDA Secretary 
General Alexander Anton 
discusses the Russian 
embargo with the Deputy 
Prime Minister of the 
Russian Federation, Mr. 
Arkady Dvorkovich, in 
Moscow on 17

th
 November 

2014. 
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The topics this first roundtable 

focused on encompassed the 

amazing story of milk, presented by 

Hélène Simonin (EDA), which 

elucidated the all-important, 

fascinating story behind milk 

production.  

 

The second session, delivered by 

Agnès Martin (Danone Science and 

Nutrition Director Europe) provided a 

closer look into the multitude of 

nutrition and health benefits of dairy 

products, touching upon a new 

observable trend which sees a 

positive evolution in the science 

surrounding dairy.  

 

The unveiling of the Dairy 

Roundtable paved the way for an 

open exchange with over a dozen 

assistants that are close to the EU 

decision-making process and EU 

Commission officials, imparting key 

messages on the nutritional value of 

milk and dairy products. 

 

 

EDA President Michel Nalet 
elected vice chair of DG AGRIs 
Civil Dialogue Group (CDG) on 
Milk 
 

The first official Civil Dialogue Group 
(CDG) on Milk met this week to 
discuss the market and policy 
developments in the dairy sector. The 
CDGs are the new framework 
resulting from the review of the 
Advisory Groups to improve 
transparency and   to    include more 
NGOs in the discussions.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Jack Bains (Eucolait President) 
was confirmed as chairperson and – 
together with Michel Nalet – Mr. 
Tommaso Abrate (Vice -Chairman of 
COPA-COGECAs' milk working 
party) were elected vice chairs.  
The participants debated with the 
Commission the current market 
situation, policy options, food law and 
quality issues.  
 
On the request of EDA, the potential 
broadening of the scope of the CDG 
Milk was discussed. EDA has 
proposed that the CDG would also 
discuss innovation, the role of dairy in 
shaping agricultural and rural Europe 
or a long term vision on how to 
increase dairy consumption in 
Europe among others. 
 
The new Presidium of the CDG MILK 
will meet in the near future to 
elaborate – on the request of the EU 
Commission - a draft for a proposal 
of a strategic dairy plan with a 7 
years perspective and to discuss the 
new CDG Milk structure and 
approach. 
 

 
EU Financial support for Baltic 
countries 
 

The European Commission 
announced on 19th November 2014 
the intention to adopt a €28 million 
support package for milk producers in 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Its 
main aim is to alleviate the effects of 
the Russian ban on the dairy sector 
in those countries. (…) 
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The criteria taken into consideration 
for the selection of countries 
benefiting from this aid are twofold: 
an export of dairy products to Russia 
higher than 15% and a sharp fall in 
milk prices since the beginning of the 
embargo. Therefore, the package is 
planned to support Estonia with €6.9 
million, Latvia with €7.7 million and 
Lithuania with €14.1 million, “based 
on their respective 2013/2014 milk 
production levels within national 
quotas”. The measure was discussed 
yesterday in the 59th Committee for 
the Common Organisation of 
Agricultural Markets – sector Animal 
Products and will be published as a 
delegated act. 
 
Finland is also one of the countries 
facing direct impacts from the 
Russian ban. Its exports of dairy 
products to Russia, before the ban, 
represented 63.5% of the national 
trade. However, most of the fall in 
prices was initially reported as being 
absorbed by the cooperatives without 
passing it to the producers. The EU 
Agriculture Commissioner Phil Hogan 
met Finland’s Minister of Agriculture 
and established a working session 
between Finnish experts and the 
European Commission civil servants 
in order to analyse the situation in 
this country and decide appropriate 
measures. In that matter, he stated “I 
fully understand the difficulties being 
experienced by dairy farmers in 
Finland and I am seeking a solution 
that is fair, reasonable and 
justifiable”. 
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