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EDA Convention 2016 

01st – 03rd December  
 

 

Our 2016 Convention, led under the 

theme of ‘European Dairy Ambition’, 

promises to provide you with 

enriching presentations from 

outstanding speakers – the list of 

confirmed speakers for the first 

session includes EU Commissioner 

Phil Hogan, Annikka Hurme (CEO 

Valio Oy), Daniel Jaouen (CEO 

Lactalis), Peter Stahl (CEO Hochland 

SE and chair of MIV), and Peder 

Tuborgh (CEO Arla Foods amba). 

 

 

Dare to Dairy: IDF World Dairy 

Summit (WDS) in Rotterdam 
 

With more than 1200 participants from all 

over the globe, the IDF WDS in Rotterdam 

was a true lactospheric get-together. Under 

the overall theme of ‘Dare to Dairy’, this 

landmark conference featured speakers 

from outside the dairy world and hence, 

gave an ‘external’ perspective on our sector.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We have condensed the summit to three 

days and have invited high level speakers 

from ‘outside the dairy world’ to share and 

explain their views with us”, underlined Dr 

Jan Maarten Vrij (NZO), chairman of the 

organisation committee. 
 

The ‘Dairy Declaration of Rotterdam’  

will be for sure the legacy of this summit: a 

guiding document for the future of the dairy  
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sector, launching an historical partnership with 

the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

This major document focuses on the ‘sustainable 

development of dairy sector to generate 

widespread benefits for people and the planet’. 

 

 

Dr Judith Bryans elected new 

President of our global dairy 

association IDF 
 

“Jeremy Hill invested his incredible energy in 

the new orientation of IDF over the past four 

years. His hard work is a strong basis to build 

on for Judith who will bring her outstanding 

expertise and dairy enthusiasm to our global 

dairy organisation IDF. We all from EDA are 

committed to support Judith in her new role 

and we are all committed to IDF”, 

congratulated EDA chair Michel Nalet.   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA chair Michel Nalet (right) with our new IDF 

President, Dr Judith Bryans (CEO of DairyUK 

and EDA Board member), along with her 

predecessor, Mr Jeremy Hill (Fonterra) (left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connecting to the World of Dairy… 
 

EDA took the opportunity of the IDF Summit 

(Rotterdam, NL) and of the SIAL (Paris, FR) last 

week to deepen its contacts and review a series 

of topics and issues related to trade of dairy 

products.  In this framework, discussions took 

place with the US Dairy Export Council (USDEC), 

the National Milk Producers Federation (NMPF) 

and the Cheese Importers of America (CIAA) on 

the US side, Dairy Farmers of Canada on the 

Canadian side, Fonterra and DairyNZ on the New 

Zealand side.  
 

 

German Dairy Farmers President 

Karsten Schmal meets with EDA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Udo Folgart (right), former President of the 

German Dairy Farmers and his successor Karsten 

Schmal (left) exchanged with Michel Nalet. 
 

“Thanks to his commitment to dairy farmers, to 

Europe and to our global export opportunities in 

the dairy sector, Udo and his leadership brought 

inspiration beyond the farming community and 

beyond Germany. For sure, we did not come to a 

consensus in all our discussions over the last few 

years but an exchange with Udo was always 

enriching. On a more personal note and as a 

Frenchman, I appreciate his commitment and 

input to the French-German dialogue on 

agriculture and agricultural policy”, said Michel 

Nalet.     
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“The urgently needed increase of milk prices seems 

to become a reality. As a matter of fact, and despite 

the extreme milk crisis, the safety net of 

intervention and the private storage scheme has 

proven to be useful in this situation. We will need 

to see if we can all work together in the coming 

months to define a common approach on how to 

deal with price volatility on our markets”, stated 

Karsten Schmal. 
 

Udo Folgart – who focussed his energy during his 

presidency on internationalisation – and Michel 

Nalet agreed with Karsten Schmal: globalisation 

can work for dairy farmers, but we need to push 

the EU Commission to support our export 

opportunities. 

 

 

National mandatory origin labelling 

regimes for milk and dairy 
 

The EU Commission has not objected to the 

Italian and Lithuanian mandatory origin labelling 

rules and has therefore given up to defend the 

idea and principle of the Single Market – the core 

base of the European Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German Minister of Agriculture Christian Schmidt, at 

MIV Annual Congress in Berlin (Photo: © Roland 

Sossna, IDM) 
 

 

German Minister of Agriculture Christian 

Schmidt underlined at the annual conference 

of the German Dairy Industry (MIV): “I 

personally and Chancellor Angela Merkel have 

this issue on the radar and are more than 

concerned about the development that might 

lead to a further fragmentation of the single 

market. We cannot threaten the single market 

just for short term internal political reasons”. 
 

 
 

Dairy Highlights ahead… 

 

October 
 
 
 

 

● Tue 25 – 26:   DG AGRI Outlook workshop

│Brussels (BE)  

 

November 
 
 

● Wed 9:  The new EU legal framework for 

agricultural commodity derivatives 

markets - EU Commission workshop │

Brussels (BE)  
 

● Thu 10:  CAP and the Digital Single 

Market, organised by Euractiv │Brussels 

(BE)  
 

● Mon 14 – Tue 15:  Agriculture and 

Fisheries Council│Brussels (BE)  
 

● Tue 22:  Future of Food workshop 

organised by ZN Consulting│Brussels (BE)  
 

● Mon 28 – Tue 29:  Competitiveness 

Council│Brussels (BE)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dairy and the Sustainable 

Development Goals: the Dairy 

Sector’s Contributions and 

Opportunities”  (Rabobank 

Industry Note #574 – October 2016) 
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