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Foreword
Estonia joined the EU in 2004 and its economy has doubled in size since then.
Estonia was the first of the Baltic States to become a member of the Eurozone
back in 2011 and Estonia will now hold the EU Presidency for the first time
during the second half of 2017.
Originally scheduled for the first half of 2018, Estonia agreed to take the lead of the EU already in July
this year, following the Brexit decision of the United Kingdom.
Estonia will head the European Union in unprecedented circumstances.
Indeed, the negotiations on the way how to organize and manage the Brexit process will start under
Estonian leadership. The history of the European Union has shown that it has always been beneficial
for difficult processes at European level, when smaller countries were in an influential and driving
position.
This is also true when it comes to discussions within the Eurozone, where Estonia excels by a
constitutional requirement of a balanced national budget. Basically, there are not many debt-free
countries in the world.
The geopolitical situation in this second half of 2017 will most probably not enable the Estonian
Presidency to focus on agricultural topics as much as we and the Estonian Presidency would like to.
However, when it comes to agriculture and dairy, Estonia will chair the Council meetings that tackle
the future of the Common Agricultural Policy after the publication of the results of the EU Commission’s
public consultation in a high-level conference in Brussels on 07 July 2017.
One working field of the Estonian presidency will
be about the possibilities to tackle unfair trading
practices in the food chain at European level,
where the EDA idea of considering an ombudsperson
approach has gained some momentum.
Estonia has scheduled five Agricultural Council
meetings until the end of 2017 (17/18 July, 03/05
September, 09/10 October, 06/07 November and
11/12 December 2017).
We are looking forward to the Estonian EU Presidency:
even if Estonia with its roughly 800,000 tons of
annual milk production is rather a small dairy
producing country in the European Union, we
know we can count on the Estonian Presidency
when it comes to defend the European dairy sector,
the milk producers and their dairies, and the single
market principle.
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Estonia will start its first Presidency of the Council of European Union in July. The preparation process
has been long and thorough and our ambitions are high. We are eagerly waiting for the opportunity
to drive the EU forward. In the context of a more turbulent international setting, the number of
challenges we need to tackle together has also increased.

The four main priorities of the Estonian presidency are the
following:
• An open and innovative European economy
• A safe and secure Europe
• A digital Europe and the free movement of data
• An inclusive and sustainable Europe

Considering the world’s growing need for food in a situation
where the resources are scarce and the pressure on climate
is growing, sustainable agriculture continues to be one of
the cornerstones of EU economy and policies. The future
of the Common Agricultural Policy with challenging goals
to ensure responsiveness to market signals, while simultaneously
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The Estonian Presidency
of the Council of European Union

offering a toolbox for crisis management and be simple to
manage, is a central topic of the Estonian Presidency. The
results of the CAP public consultation will emerge in July
2017, enabling us to continue moving towards the renewed
CAP. The future CAP will also be the theme for the September
Informal Council in Tallinn, where the future of risk management
will be debated. In addition, we are hoping to be able to
start discussions on the Communication on the future of
CAP. We will put great emphasis on the simplification of the
CAP, with the aim to agree on the Omnibus Regulation,
which would make the life easier for both farmers and the
administration.
The dairy sector, a leading agricultural sector in the EU as
well as in Estonia, has suffered difficult times over the past
years with high price volatility, squeezed margins and a
fierce competition on international markets. Although the
market situation has improved in 2017, it is important for
the Estonian Presidency to ensure the sustainability and
competitiveness of the EU dairy sector and agriculture
as a whole also in the future. Thus, monitoring the agricultural
markets and working very closely with the Commission to
react quickly with feasible solutions when difficulties occur,
is a key priority.
Mankind is said to depend on two things: the last half a
meter in the upper layer of the soil, and the frequency of
rainfall. Therefore, we want to draw attention to the sustainable
use of agricultural soils by organising a high-level conference
taking place in October in Tallinn, titled “Soils for sustainable
food production and ecosystem services”.
The Estonian Presidency is waiting for a Commission proposal
on the food supply chain initiative to be able to start
negotiations on this important topic. Further in the area of
market organisation, we will also continue examining the
Commission proposal for a regulation on the definition,
presentation and labelling of spirit drinks.

As the Presidency, Estonia will be in charge of consolidating
the EU’s positions in International Organisations. We
will strive towards an open trade policy and trade agreements,
which take into consideration the interests of EU agriculture.
We consider it is important to tackle the issue of the growing
antimicrobial resistance. The Presidency will contribute
to the implementation of the ”One Health” policy covering
human, animal and environmental aspects by facilitating
discussions and exchange of experiences at different levels.
In addition, we will continue the effort made by previous
Presidencies to move forward with the Veterinary Medicine
and Medicated Feed Regulations.
One of the overall goals of the Estonia´s Presidency is digital
Europe. In the field of agriculture and food, we will promote
discussions on how to implement digital solutions for effective
control measures and support new e-solutions by organising
in cooperation with the European Commission a conference
to discuss Integrated Information Management System for
Official Controls (IMSOC). Digitalisation of agriculture will top
the agenda of the informal meeting of Directors for rural
development and Conference of Directors of the EU paying
agencies. We also prioritize general awareness raising for
promoting emergency preparedness in the field of plant health.

Tarmo Tamm
Minister of Rural Affairs
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Introduction to
The Estonian Dairy Sector

1,800
dairy farms

Number of dairy cows

86,000
Average herd size

150 dairy cows

786,000 tonnes

1,312,000

of milk per year

population of Estonia

8,833 kgs
average milk yield
per cow per year

The
Estonian
dairy sector
in numbers

DAIRY EXPORTS
1/3

25

dairy
processing
plants

THE MAIN PRODUCTS

of total food
industry exports

180%
self sufficiency
in milk

Drinking milk, Cheese,
Sour milk based drinks, Whey
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The Estonian
Dairy Sector
The traditions of Estonian agriculture go back centuries. Our clean
nature, fertile fields and grassland have been the prerequisites for
agricultural development wherein cattle breeding and dairy production
have always been on the forefront. The development of dairy
sector has been supported both by natural conditions as well
as by centuries of cattle breeding resulting in healthy and highly
productive herds.

Milk production
If you drive from the north to the south through the small land of
Estonia in summer, you can see how the color of their cattle changes
– the black and white herds in North Estonia are replaced with
the red ones in Southern Estonia. There are three breeds in
Estonia – the Estonian Holstein, the Estonian Red and the
Estonian Native cattle.
Dairy production is concentrated in large farms with more
than 100 head of cattle, which are equipped with modern
milking and cooling equipment. The year-round use of
bio-complete feed ensures the stable composition and
high quality of raw milk.
Almost 40% of milk is produced in farms with over
600 head of cattle. Farms use automatic milking
equipment and nearly 15% of milking is done by
robots.
The quality control of raw milk is performed in
an independent laboratory not connected to
dairy processing enterprise. Milk samples are
analyzed weekly according to quality standards
and as regulated by the Ministry of Rural
Affairs. Almost 90% of milk is in accordance
with EU raw milk standards.
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Dairy processing industry

Research and Development

One of the most important branches of the Estonian
manufacturing industry is the food industry. The leading
branch of the food industry is the dairy industry which in
2015 made up 21% of the food industry turnover.

Estonian dairy producers engage in close cooperation
with Estonian universities and research institutions. A
2004 state initiative founded the competence centre
BioCC which work is based on a “field to fork” principle,
meaning the research focuses on the whole chain.

The share of milk processing enterprises is less concentrated
in Estonia. In 2016 the market share of four processing
plants (C4) were 63% and share of two biggest processing
plants (C2) 43% of the sector’s total turnover. According
to the register of the Estonian Food and Veterinary
Department there are 25 dairy processing units in Estonia.
Out of that two are cooperatives and their market share
is approximately 20%.
The main products are cheese (approximately 35% of
raw milk is processed into cheese), consumer milk products
like drinking milk, yoghurt, cream, desserts and various
milk and whey powders.
Small dairies have found ways to stand out by producing
niche products, dairy products with exclusive additives
and traditional national products.

By now, the Estonian silage additives Lactobacillus plantarum
E-98 NCIMB 30236 and Lactobacillus plantarum TAK-59
NCIMB42150 has been approved by EFSA, registered in
the EU and added to the list of registered feed additives
of the EU.
Today the healthiness is becoming a new religion. In
Estonia cardiovascular disease is one of the leading
causes of untimely deaths. Rising blood pressure is one
of the risk factors. In BioCC the probiotic bacteria Lactobacillus
plantarum TENSIA® (DSM 21380) was discovered.
Cooperative E-Piim has launched the Harmony Cheese
where the described probiotic is a component. It is obvious
that in order to get final approval from EFSA, more work
needs to be done but we are sure that this is just the
beginning of the story of the functional dairy products
with probiotics.

The last ten years for the Estonian dairy industry have
seen constant investments into new equipment and
packaging technologies. This helps ensure product quality
and extend shelf life and the packages are more convenient
for customer use.
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The Estonian Dairy Sector

Foreign trade
Estonian dairy sector is oriented towards export. Of the
total food industry export, the dairy sector accounts for
approximately 1/3 and in agricultural products approximately
20%.

The Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce is an
umbrella organization for the farmers, food processors,
agricultural input providers and private forest owners and
is now the Estonian EDA member.

The foreign trade balance of dairy products has been still
positive.

Despite all the challenges the sector is facing, Estonian
producers will continue the work to make sure that Estonian
milk and milk products have an honorable and prominent
place on the breakfast, lunch and dinner tables in Estonian
homes as well as in many other countries.

Our main export partners are mainly EU-countries (98%). The
main countries are Lithuania 31%, Latvia 26%, Finland 20%
and Italy 8%. The share of 3rd countries is not very big, but
still growing and Estonia has exported the dairy products for
instance to Japan, Malaysia, Vietnam, South Africa. Generally
speaking we fully replaced the share of Russian market.

Organisation
In 2016 we celebrated the 27th year of operation for the
Estonian Dairy Association, the organization that joint together
a majority of Estonia’s dairy processors. There aren’t many
unions in Estonia that have worked for as long towards one
common goal. Nevertheless, the world has changed around
us, the concentration of companies is ongoing, the voice
of the sector must be louder. Due to that in September 2016
Estonian Dairy Association and Estonian Chamber of Agriculture
and Commerce decided to join forces.

Tiina Saron, MBA
Deputy Secretary General
Estonian Chamber of Agriculture
and Commerce
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France
National Delegations

Board Members

Austria
Mr Helmut Petschar - CEO
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
AT - 9800 Spittal/Drau

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
AT – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

Belgium
Mr Renaat Debergh - Secretary General
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Croatia (partner member)		
Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk
Zadarska 80/V,
HR - Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

contact
Mrs Rašeljka Maras - President
CroMilk,
Zadarska 80/V,
HR - Zagreb

Czech Republic
Czech & Moravian
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10

Potravinářská komora České republiky
(Federation of the Food and Drink
Industries of the Czech Republic)
Počernická 96/272
CZ - 108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

Denmark
Mr Kasper Thormod Nielsen
Arla Foods amba
Sønderhøj 14
DK-8260 Viby J

Mejeriforeningen
Danish Dairy Board
Agrofood Park 13
DK-8200 Aarhus N

Estonia
Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

Mr Maido Solovjov – CEO Valio Estonia
c/o Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

Finland
Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Mrs Riitta Brandt - VP Corporate External Relations
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio

France
Mr Olivier Picot - President
ATLA - Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
FR - 75314 - Paris Cedex 09

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
FR - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

Germany
MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
DE - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
DE – 10117 Berlin

Mr Ingo Müller - CEO
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
DE - 28199 Bremen

Greece
SEVGAP
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
340 Kifissias Av.
EL - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Dr Christos Apostolopoulos - President
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
EL - 340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό
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EDA Members
National Delegations

Board Members

Ireland
IDIA (Irish Dairy Industries Association)
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Conor Mulvihill - IDIA director
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3

Italy
ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20
IT - 20135 Milano
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
IT - 24040 Lallio

Luxembourg
Mr Claude Steinmetz
Luxlait Association Agricole
LU – 7501 Mersch

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
LU - 1013 Luxembourg

Netherlands
Mr Werner Buck
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Poland
ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka)
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

Mr Marek Murawski
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Portugal
FENALAC - Federação Nacional das
Cooperativas de Produtores de Leite
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL - Associação Nacional Dos Industriais
De Lacticínios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
PT - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Slovakia (partner member)
Slovenský mliekarenský zväz (SMZ)
Záhradnícka 21
SK - 811 07 Bratislava

Mr Fernando Cardoso - Secretary General
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto

contact
Mr Stanislav Voskár
SMZ President

Slovenia
Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

Mr Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
SI - 1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Spain
FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
ES - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Mr Antoni Bandrés
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
ES - 08029 Barcelona - Spain

Sweden
Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Mr Jonas Carlberg
Head of Milk Policy Division
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

United Kingdom
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org
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Dr Judith Bryans - CEO
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

EDA Brussels’ team
Alexander Anton
Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 43
+32 (0)475 59 04 22
aanton@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Office Manager,
Assistant to
Secretary General
Bénédicte Masure
Deputy
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food,
Environment & Health

+32 (0)2 549 50 44
+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

+32 (0)2 549 50 45
+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Nutrition, Health
& Food Law Officer

Flora Dewar
Officer
Trade & Economics

+32 (0)2 549 50 80
kadamaszwili@euromilk.org

+32 (0)2 549 50 46
fdewar@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Statistics
& Communication
Coordinator
+32 (0)2 549 50 47
lvitali@euromilk.org

Maria Libertini
Assistant
Policy Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 48
mlibertini@euromilk.org

Jane Kiarie
Assistant Food,
Environment
& Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 42
jkiarie@euromilk.org
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2017

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION

HOLM
HOSTED BY: LRF
DAIRY SWEDEN

EDA Annual
Convention 2017
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Visit www.eda2017.eu

’European Dairy:
Global Business & Local Roots’

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels - Belgium

Tel +32 2 549 50 40
eda@euromilk.org

www.euromilk.org
The European Dairy Association represents
the interests of dairy processors in the European Union
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