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Foreword
A smiling face for Europe : the logo of the Slovak EU Presidency for the
second half of 2016 underlines the profoundly pro-European approach of
the Slovak Republic when taking over – for the very first time – the rotating
EU Presidency from the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
And we will need a positive approach in times when Europe seems to have lost its popular appeal in many
parts of the Union.
At the beginning of 2016, the Dutch Presidency highlighted the three ‘existential threats’ the Union is facing:
security, migration and the Grexit discussion. All three of these threats are now on the plate of the Slovak
Presidency. And the Slovak government has marked its position quite clearly on those issues in the past.
And whatever the answer of the British people to the question “Should the United Kingdom remain a
member of the European Union or leave the European Union?” will be, the Slovak Presidency will have
to deal with the political consequences: either to find the right way to manage the Brexit or to follow up
the decision of the EU Council of February 2016 on the conditions of UK’s EU membership, which
strengthens Britain’s special status in the EU.
The crisis fighting will require huge time, energy and commitment of the EU Presidency.
From a dairy perspective, we would of course prefer to see the Union in less troubled waters and spending
all its efforts on the priority of the trio presidency (Netherlands, Slovakia & Malta): ‘a Union of jobs, growth
& competitiveness’ and on the topics which are crucial for the dairy sector to fully deploy our strength in
more than difficult market times.
The follow up of the discussions at the June Council of the Ministers of Agriculture on the market situation,
the threat of re-nationalisation of parts of the acquis in the food law, the flagging up of our interests in the
European trade policy and the reflection on the
future of the Common Agricultural Policy will mark
the EU Presidency for the newly appointed Slovak
Minister of Agriculture, Mrs Gabriela Matečná and
her team in Bratislava and Brussels.
The Slovak dairy sector not only represents an
essential part of the Slovak agricultural and food
landscape, but is also an important part of the
European ‘lactosphère’ reflecting the diversity of
the European dairy environment within the country.
We are grateful for the support we had so far from
Slovakia when it comes to voice our common dairy
interests in Brussels and beyond and we are looking
forward to a Slovak EU Presidency, which will be a
performant EU Presidency with a smile.
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The Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the European Union

Gabriela Matecná
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic
The Slovak Republic is taking over the leadership of
the Council for the very first time – and precisely in
these difficult times for agriculture. Despite the fact
that a crisis in the dairy sector was expected after
the abolishment of quotas, its intensity and duration
took many of us by surprise. Tools offered by the
Common Agricultural Policy have been deployed to
mitigate the situation; nevertheless the crisis only
showed how sensitive the dairy sector is.
Slovakia, similarly to other Member States, needs to protect
its primary producers as these are a vital part of rural economy.
The Russian ban and negative movements on international
markets did not help the situation in agriculture either, having
caused equally adverse conditions in the pig meat and fruit

and vegetables sectors. These developments have once again
confirmed that agriculture can be exceptionally vulnerable in
the face of diverse external influences, justifying the increased
need for protection and intervention in the sector.
The Slovak Presidency will closely monitor the situation on the
agricultural markets and discuss it with ministers at the Council.
Based on available data and prognoses, the Council should
assess the adopted measures and possibly propose further
solutions to stabilize agricultural markets. For some time now we
have been promoting the idea that a common European solution
is needed, one that would be based on the principle of solidarity.
One of the activities of the Commission that is also connected
with dairy farming and the crisis thereof is the anticipated
publication of the Milk Package report. We would like to discuss
the conclusions of the report at the October Council.
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The Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the European Union

The current crisis has drawn attention
to other fundamental shortcomings of
the food supply chain, too. For Slovakia,
fair relations in the food supply chain, its
transparency and the combat against unfair
trading practices are long-term priorities.
The Slovak Presidency will therefore look on
the possibilities of strengthening of farmers’
position in the food supply chain. We are
organizing an international expert conference
on this subject, with the participation of key
political players and experts. We would like to
accentuate the importance of this topic at the Council
level and also talk about the need to have a common
European framework for the regulation of unfair trading
practices.

It is undisputed that a globalized world calls for an
ever-closer cooperation with third countries,
nevertheless it is essential to strike an appropriate
balance between the liberalization of markets and
protection of core values of European agriculture. We are
aware that agriculture is currently in the spotlight of
international negotiations ; therefore we wish to give
agricultural ministers the opportunity to voice their opinions
on the preparation and content of free trade agreements
such as TTIP, the Mercosur deal, pending CETA ratification or
future agreements with other third countries.

The issue of free trade agreements’ negotiations is to be seen also in the
context of the current situation on the European markets, for their ability to
absorb more products might be limited as far as some commodities are
concerned.
On the simplification of the Common Agricultural Policy, the Council led by
the Slovak Presidency shall assess the progress made; we would like to aim the
discussion at the areas with the highest potential for reducing of red tape for both
the farmers and national administrations. We expect that the Commission will present
the midterm review of the Multiannual Financial Framework by the end of 2016.
Our Presidency will carefully handle the initial talks and seek to create the conditions
for a satisfactory budgetary flexibility.
Taking over the reins from the Netherlands, we will continue with sharing the ideas on the
future of the Common Agricultural policy’s basic pillars. We believe that the existence
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of the CAP is justified and that it can be the relevant response
to the challenges that lie ahead, whether in terms of sustainable
production, food security or preservation of the character of
European agriculture and rural areas.

The Slovak Presidency will follow up on the work done by
the Dutch Presidency also in the negotiations on the draft
regulation on organic production and labelling of
organic products, which aims to maintain the trust of
consumers and organic operators and facilitate the
possible transition from conventional to organic agricultural
production. The sector of organic production can be
regarded as the flagship of European agriculture, which
needs an appropriately designed and stable legal
framework.
As far as veterinary area is concerned, we intend to move
ahead in the debate on the draft regulation on veterinary
medicinal products in order to reach a wording acceptable
to all Member States. Building on this work it will then be
possible to consider further steps to obtain a mandate for
starting trilogues with the European Parliament. Proposal for
a regulation on medicated feed is almost finalized, but as the
key parts are closely linked to the draft regulation on veterinary
medicinal products, legislative activities of the Slovak
Presidency for these proposals shall be aligned. During the
Slovak Presidency the draft regulation on official controls will

likely require only technical finalization of the file. The
discussions of the Chief Veterinary Officers will not be any less
interesting - evaluation of the current epidemiological situation
in animal production, animal welfare, cooperation with third
countries, adjustment of equivalence in terms of import and
export to and from the EU as well as the debate on the fight
against food fraud are all topics to be tackled during our
leadership.
In phytosanitary area we will leave room to the Commission
for the preparation of secondary legislation to the regulation
on plant health.
Last but not least, we will also work on the draft regulation on
fertilizers which shall open the market to innovative fertilizing
products. This proposal forms a part of the Circular Economy
package and our ambition is to proceed with the negotiations
and explore options for achieving the Council’s general
approach.
I would like to conclude by expressing our commitment to work
on behalf of the Council in defense of the interests of all European
farmers and seek solutions that will contribute to stabilizing
the sector.

Gabriela Matecná
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
of the Slovak Republic
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The Slovak
Dairy Sector
and the Slovak Dairy Association
(Slovenský mliekarenský zväz, SMZ)
The first Slovak EU Presidency coincides with the 25th
anniversary of our Dairy Association (Slovenský
mliekarenský zväz, SMZ) that was established in 1991.
We federate in our association 16 dairy companies
across Slovakia (see map page 8) and our membership
processes more about 2/3 of the Slovak raw milk
produced in more than 488 dairy farms.
With an average herd size at a Slovak dairy farm of 283 cows
our supply structure has a good basis. When it comes to the
average milk yield per cow, we see room for improvement: it
is at about 6.73 tons/cow/year.
With an annual production of a bit less than 1 billion kg of milk,
Slovakia might not be part of the big milk producing countries
in Europe, but if you put our milk production in relation to our
overall population of 5,4 mio people, you can see that the dairy
sector is of a huge importance not only for the agricultural
sector and rural communities, but also for the overall economy
of our country.
During the past 25 years, we have seen other agricultural sectors
almost disappearing from the landscape in our country, but,
as a milk processing sector, we are proud of having attracted
also foreign dairy investment in our country.
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The Slovak Dairy Sector and the Slovak Dairy Association
(Slovenský mliekarenský zväz, SMZ)

This means the Slovak dairy sector is heavily impacted by
todays’ market crisis and – since our national market is rather
limited – we have been even hit harder than many of the other
European dairy countries.

As a national association, we are committed to make best use
of the possibilities within the EU single market and beyond: the
promotion programs of DG AGRI are an important part of our
strategy as a national dairy federation.

We are glad and grateful, that the government of Slovak
Republic did use the national envelope of the September 2015
urgency package of the EU Commission to its full extent.

We will be a constructive partner to our Minister of Agriculture,
Mrs Gabriela Matečná and her team and we are looking
forward to our future cooperation with the European Dairy
Association EDA.

But we need further support at EU and national level, if we want
to keep our dairy sector across Slovakia in the position to keep
and create employment and added value.
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France
National Delegations

Board Members

Austria
Mr Helmut Petschar - CEO
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
A - 9800 Spittal/Drau

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
A – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

Belgium
Mr Renaat Debergh - Secretary General - BCZ/CBL
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Croatia
Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk
Zadarska 80/V,
Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

Mrs Rašeljka Maras - President
CroMilk,
Zadarska 80/V,
Zagreb

Czech Republic
Czech & Moravian
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10

Potravinářská komora České republiky
(Federation of the Food and Drink Industries of the Czech Republic)
Počernická 96/272 - CZ
108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

Denmark
Mr Kasper Thormod Nielsen – Director
Arla Foods amba
Sønderhøj 14
DK-8260 Viby J

Mejeriforeningen
Danish Dairy Board
Agrofood Park 13
DK-8200 Aarhus N

Estonia
Eesti Piimaliit
Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE -10147 Tallinn - www.piimaliit.ee

Mr Maido Solovjov - CEO Valio Estonia
c/o Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE – 10147 Tallinn

Finland
Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Mrs Riitta Brandt - VP Corporate External Relations
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio

France
Mr Olivier Picot - President
ATLA - Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 - Paris Cedex 09

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

Germany
MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
D - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
D – 10117 Berlin

Dr. Josef Schwaiger
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
D - 28199 Bremen

Greece
SEVGAP
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
21, Agias Sofias Str.
GR - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Mr Christos Apostolopoulos - President
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό
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EDA Members
National Delegations

Board Members

Ireland
IDIA (Irish Dairy Industries Association)
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Conor Mulvihill - IDIA director
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3

Italy
ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20
I - 20135 Milano
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti - Managing Director
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
I - 24040 Lallio

Latvia
Mr Janis Šolks - Chairman of the Board
Latvian Dairy Committee
Bauskas iela Nr.180,
LV1004 Riga

Latvian Dairy Committee
Bauskas iela Nr.180,
LV1004 Riga

Luxembourg
Mr Claude Steinmetz - Directeur
Luxlait Association Agricole
L – 7501 Mersch

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
L - 1013 Luxembourg

Netherlands
Mr Werner Buck - Corporate Director Public & Quality Affairs
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Poland
ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka)
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

Mr Marek Murawski - Manager Quality & Technology
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Portugal
FENALAC - Federação Nacional das
Cooperativas de Produtores de Leite
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL - Associação Nacional Dos Industriais
De Lacticínios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
P - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Mr Fernando Cardoso - Secretary General
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto

Serbia
SERBIA (Associate Member)
Nacionalna Asocijacija Prerađivača Mleka
Serbian Dairies Asociation-SEDA
www.serbiandairies.org

Slovenia
Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

Mr Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Spain
FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
E - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Mr Antoni Bandrés
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
08029 Barcelona - Spain

Sweden
Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Mr Jonas Carlberg
Head of Milk Policy Division
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

United Kingdom
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org
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Dr Judith Bryans - Chief Executive
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

EDA Brussels’ team
Alexander Anton
Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 43
+32 (0)475 59 04 22
aanton@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Office Manager,
Assistant to
Secretary General
Bénédicte Masure
Deputy
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food,
Environment & Health

+32 (0)2 549 50 44
+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

+32 (0)2 549 50 45
+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Nutrition, Health
& Food Law Officer

Flora Dewar
Officer
Trade & Economics

+32 (0)2 549 50 80
kadamaszwili@euromilk.org

+32 (0)2 549 50 46
fdewar@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Statistics
& Communication
Coordinator
+32 (0)2 549 50 47
lvitali@euromilk.org

Maria Libertini
Assistant
Policy Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 48
mlibertini@euromilk.org

Jane Kiarie
Assistant Food,
Environment
& Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 42
jkiarie@euromilk.org
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1st > 3rd December 2016
Le Méridien, Nice, France
Dear dairy colleagues,

Join the annual get-together of the European ‘lactosphère’ and block
the date of the unmissable 2016 EDA Convention in Nice (France),
on the stunning French Riviera, from 1st to 3rd December 2016*.
The European Dairy Association (EDA), Assifonte and the Association
of French Milk Processors (ATLA), are eager to welcome you to the
EDA Convention 2016 under the overall theme ‘European Dairy
Ambition’.
Without a doubt, France’s geography, history, culture and economy
have made it a real “land of milk”. The result is a unique dairy
heritage and an industry with firm roots nationwide that flourishes
in France, Europe and beyond.

Our EDA convention 2016 is THE dairy event to
be a part of – registration is now open. Book at
www.eda2016.eu by 31st July 2016 to benefit
from early bird rates.
Visit the website for even more information on
hotel reservations and the programme.
We look forward to seeing you in Nice
connect to the world of dairy!
www.eda2016.eu

Under this theme of ‘European Dairy Ambition’, we invite you to
be part of our white think tank, to discover and discuss the future
role and approach of European Dairy in our globalized dairy world
and to make the most of a unique opportunity to meet and exchange
with other key dairy players from all over Europe.And what better
city to do so in than Nice, whose name originates from Nike, the
Greek goddess of victory!
Our 2016 Convention, held in English and French, promises to
provide you with enriching presentations from outstanding
speakers – the list of confirmed speakers for the first session
includes EU Commissioner Phil Hogan, Annikka Hurme (CEO
Valio Oy), Daniel Jaouen (CEO Lactalis), Peter Stahl (CEO Hochland
SE and chair of MIV), and Peder Tuborgh (CEO Arla Foods amba).
Come and discover Nice and its beautiful surroundings through
exciting evening events and social tours. The Welcome Reception
holds more than a few surprises and, together with the Gala dinner,
will provide you with an excellent opportunity to connect to the
world of dairy. Join us for “dairy takeover” week in Nice, with other
events also planned by the French dairy sector for you, the general
public and in schools.

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels
Belgium

Tel +32 2 549 50 40
Fax +32 2 549 50 89
eda@euromilk.org

www.euromilk.org
The European Dairy Association represents
the interests of dairy processors in the European Union
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