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Valletta may well be the smallest capital of all EU Member States,  
but it will be the capital of Europe for the coming months when the 
Republic of Malta takes over the EU Presidency from Slovakia.  
Smaller EU Member States are known for running efficient EU presidencies 
and Malta will – in our eyes – not be an exception to this ‘rule’.

The Union is faced with existential threats (‘security, migration and the ‘Grexit’, as stated by the 
Dutch Presidency) and the Maltese Presidency is perfectly well placed to manage these 
discussions at EU level. 

And: 53 years after Malta getting independent from the United Kingdom, the UK will – most 
probably – address the famous article 50 letter to the Maltese Presidency to mark the ‘Brexit’ 
from the European Union – a EU27 Summit is scheduled for 03 February 2017 in Malta. 

Also from a dairy perspective, Malta with its 43.000 tons of milk production, is the smallest dairy 
country in the Union. 

We are confident that the Maltese Presidency 
will have to spend less time and energy on 
urgency milk market measures and can therefore 
concentrate on the priority of the trio presidency 
(Netherlands, Slovakia & Malta): ‘a Union of 
jobs, growth & competitiveness’ with the special 
focus on social justice and the importance of 
the Mediterranean to the EU.

A Presidency that is clearly committed to work 
towards the future as the Maltese Parliamentary 
secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal 
rights, Mr Roderick Galdes pointed out. 

When it comes to the circular economy package 
or the healthy food debate, we will need to bring 
our EU dairy insight and knowledge into the 
discussions and we are looking forward to the 
discussions with the Maltese Presidency

Foreword

Michel Nalet
EDA President 

Alexander Anton
EDA Secretary General
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Roderick Galdes
Parliamentary 
Secretary  
for Agriculture, 
Fisheries  
and Animal rights
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Past years have been intense for European farmers, in 
particular for dairy farmers. Milk, one of the most important 
agricultural commodities in Europe, was at one point 
cheaper than water leading farmers to experience one of 
the worst crises. Triggered by varied factors – ranging 
from geopolitical issues to market imbalances – this crisis 

The Maltese Presidency  
of the Council of the European Union

pushed farmers to their limits as their income dropped 
sharply. It is perhaps for this reason that recent positive 
market figures were received as a solid proof that the 
European agricultural market is finally pulling through. 
However, even if the latest statistics offer a fairly positive 
picture, it is important to remain cautious and continue 

In January 2017 Malta will assume the Presidency of the Council of the European Union for the first 
time since its accession in 2004. Despite being the smallest Member State, Malta takes on this 
responsibility with great determination and ambition, amid the unprecedented challenges the European 
Union is currently facing.
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The Maltese Presidency  
of the Council of the European Union

monitoring the market situation. With this in mind, in the 
six months of Maltese Presidency, we intend to follow 
closely market developments, especially in the dairy and 
pigmeat sector. 

We will also give the opportunity to Agriculture Ministers 
to express their views on developments in trade policy, 
especially if affecting the agricultural sector. European 
free trade agreements have recently been in the limelight, 
at times eliciting strong response from European citizens, 
including farmers. Although cooperation with third countries 
has become inevitable in today’s increasingly globalised 
world, it is important that such agreements safeguard 
the interests of the European agricultural sector. This is 
especially important following recent developments on 
the European agricultural markets.

We are also going to follow up on the recommendations 
put forward in the report of the Agricultural Markets 
Task Force, which was published in November. Led by 
Cees Veerman, this report proposes a number of measures 
which aim to improve the position of farmers in the food 

chain. It is important that Agriculture Ministers remain 
informed about the Commission’s intentions on how it 
plans to take forward these recommendations. 

With the Paris Agreement entering into force in November, 
the Maltese Presidency’s priority will be to keep up the 
momentum by looking at the issue of water management 
in agriculture, in the context of changing climatic 
conditions. We urgently need to act to develop a more 
resilient agricultural sector that is able to overcome water-
related sustainability challenges. In recognition of this, 
we plan on having discussions on climate adaptation 
measures, with the aim of developing policies that strengthen 
farmers’ resilience in the face of climate change, while 
ensuring the competitiveness of the sector.

In addition, we will continue discussions on the agricultural 
provisions of the Omnibus proposal so that farmers can 
benefit from simplified rules as well as from the new 
sector-specific income stabilisation tool. Once the 
Commission’s evaluation report on the implementation 
of the greening measure concerning ecological focus 
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areas is published, we will engage in discussions in order 
to improve agricultural environmental practices. 

With respect to the simplification of the Common Agricultural 
Policy, the Maltese Presidency will strive to build on the 
work carried out by its predecessors to ensure continuity 
in the work of the Council. 

The Maltese Presidency will actively support the shift to 
the new regulatory framework for animal and plant health 
that aims to prevent and control the entry of animal diseases 
and pests into the European Union territory, safeguarding 
safety of the European agri-food chain. We will work 
closely with Member State experts to promote tools and 
means to improve emergency preparedness against 
the entry of such diseases and pests. 

In this context, we will invite the veterinary sector to openly 
exchange best practices on emergency preparedness to 
help reinforce their respective animal health systems. 
Third countries will also be involved to ensure the European 
neighbourhood is able to better control animal diseases. 
With our plant health colleagues we will focus on awareness-
raising as an essential tool in emergency preparedness, 
particularly with stakeholders. 

Finally, we will continue the efforts initiated by our 
Presidency Trio to ensure that the growing threat of 
antimicrobial resistance is addressed, through legislative 
discussions on veterinary medicinal products and medicated 
feed. In these negotiations we will also ensure that 
increased availability and strengthening of the internal 
market for these products remains a priority. We want 
Europe’s Chief Veterinary Officers to continue their 
monitoring of the changing epidemiological status of 
significant animal diseases, while also continuing to 
discuss developments related to trade, food safety and 
animal welfare, among others.

Roderick Galdes
Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Animal rights
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Introduction to 
The Maltese Dairy Sector

The Maltese  
dairy sector  
in numbers 412 tonnes 

average yield by milk farm

6,532 kgs 
average milk yield 
per cow per year

6,400 
dairy cows

41,640 tonnes 
of milk per year

101 
milk production 
holdings

423,282 
population of Malta

THE MAIN PRODUCTS

Fresh milks, Yogurts, 
Cream & Cheese

€57 million
invested  

for restructuring  
since accession  

to EU

1,400
tonnes
ewes’ milk

1,020  
tonnes
goats’ milk
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The dairy industry is considered to be of strategic importance. 
Being an island, Maltese consumers and visitors are reliant 
on locally supplied high quality fresh products and other 
imported dairy products.

Within the local agriculture and agro-food industry, the dairy 
sector plays an important role in its contribution to sustainable 
economic activity, through employment, value-added opportunities, 
and synergies with other sectors. 

The sector also supports the use of limited arable land which 
is mainly used to produce forage and which also helps to 
maintain and embellish the rural landscape and environmental 
character of the Maltese Islands. These multiple functions 
of the Maltese dairy sector provide a contribution to our 
society that goes beyond simply the economic.

Following Malta’s entry into the European Union in 
May 2004, the industry faced arguably the most 
significant challenge in its history. In order to comply 
with the relevant CAP regulations and standards, 
and to meet the new challenges and competition 
of the single market, a massive and unprecedented 
investment programme was undertaken, within 
a tight timeframe, to restructure and upgrade 
production holdings, processing plants and 
a wide range of the infrastructure, resources 
and operations all along the supply chain.

The Maltese 
Dairy Sector 
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As a result,  Malta has 101 milk production holdings with 
almost 6,400 dairy cows, producing in total about 41.64 
million kg of raw milk annually. The average annual total 
production per holding is about 412,000kg and the average 
yield per cow per year stands at 6,532kg – a remarkable 
improvement of 25 per cent in the last 12 years.  

The raw milk price is based on a quality payment scheme, 
relatively higher than the EU average. The principal reason 
is lack of home grown cereals and other feed materials, 
and the complete reliance on the importation of these 
products resulting in a much higher cost of feeding the 
dairy livestock for milk production.

Local milk producers are organised in one of the leading 
cooperatives in Malta – Koperattiva Produtturi tal-Halib 
Ltd (KPH) – established since 1958. KPH has been 
instrumental in supporting its members and developing 
the dairy sector. In particular, since EU membership, 
KPH has played an indispensable role in managing the 
process of change and adaptation, and in meeting the 
new market challenges.
Malta counts one main processing dairy and two small 
ones Virtually all the cow’s milk produced on the island 
is delivered everyday for processing. The primary product 
is fresh pasteurised milk with a range of fat content and 
fresh lactose-free milk. The product range also includes 

a variety of yogurts, fresh cream and a range of cheeses, 
including mozzarella and other local traditional products, 
such as irkotta (fresh soft cheese) and a variety of 
cheeselets.  

The local processing industry is based primarily on fresh 
products or products with very short shelf-life – practically 
all sold on the local market. Given such a limitation, the 
challenge for the processing industry is to maintain stability 
between daily supply of raw milk and the local demand. 
For economic reasons, long-life products (UHT), butter 
and skimmed milk powder are not produced locally. 

The task of reaching, and improving, the quality and all 
EU standards required of the single market, whilst withstanding 
competition, has been a mammoth one. However, as part 
of its EU experience the sector is proud to have improved 
production levels, and met the challenges of a changing 
market. 

Looking to the future, the dairy sector remains tough. The 
Maltese dairy sector, despite its determination to succeed, 
will remain strongly disadvantaged due to the major natural 
and structural limitations arising from the size of the 
Islands, and geographic and natural conditions. The 
sector hopes for further support at EU and national level 
to mitigate these major handicaps.

The Maltese Dairy Sector
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France

National Delegations Board Members

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
A – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk 
Zadarska 80/V, 
Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

Mejeriforeningen 
Danish Dairy Board
Agrofood Park 13
DK-8200 Aarhus N

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
D - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
D – 10117 Berlin

Czech & Moravian  
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10 

Potravinářská komora České republiky 
(Federation of the Food and Drink Indus-
tries of the Czech Republic) 
Počernická 96/272 - CZ
108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Helmut Petschar - CEO
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
A - 9800 Spittal/Drau

Mr Renaat Debergh - Secretary General - BCZ/CBL
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
B - 3012 Leuven

Mrs Rašeljka Maras - President
CroMilk, 
Zadarska 80/V,  
Zagreb

Mr Kasper Thormod Nielsen – Director
Arla Foods amba
Sønderhøj 14
DK-8260 Viby J

Mr Olivier Picot - President
ATLA - Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
F - 75314 - Paris Cedex 09 

Ingo Müller
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
D - 28199 Bremen 

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

 Belgium

 Croatia (partner member) contact

 Denmark

 France

 Germany

Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy 
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries 
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Mrs Riitta Brandt - VP Corporate External Relations
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio 

 Finland

 Czech Republic

Eesti Piimaliit 
Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE -10147 Tallinn - www.piimaliit.ee

Mr Maido Solovjov - CEO Valio Estonia
c/o Estonian Dairy Association
J. Vilmsi 53
EE – 10147 Tallinn

 Estonia

 Austria

SEVGAP 
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
21, Agias Sofias Str.
GR - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Dr Christos Apostolopoulos - President
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό

 Greece
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EDA Members

National Delegations Board Members

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise 
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
L - 1013 Luxembourg

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
E - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Dairy UK 
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org

ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka) 
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

FENALAC - Federação Nacional das 
Cooperativas de Produtores de Leite
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL - Associação Nacional Dos Industriais  
De Lacticínios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
P - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Mr Claude Steinmetz - Directeur
Luxlait Association Agricole 
L – 7501 Mersch

Mr Werner Buck - Corporate Director Public & Quality Affairs
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551 
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

Mr Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Stanislav Voskár
SMZ President

Mr Antoni Bandrés 
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
08029 Barcelona - Spain

Mr Jonas Carlberg
Head of Milk Policy Division
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

Dr Judith Bryans - Chief Executive
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

Mr Marek Murawski - Manager Quality & Technology
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Mr Fernando Cardoso - Secretary General
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
P – 4000-055 Porto

 Luxembourg

 Netherlands

 Slovenia

 Spain

 Sweden

 United Kingdom

 Poland

 Portugal

SERBIA (Associate Member)
Nacionalna Asocijacija Prerađivača Mleka
Serbian Dairies Asociation-SEDA
www.serbiandairies.org 

Slovenský mliekarenský zväz (SMZ)
Záhradnícka 21
SK 811 07 Bratislava

 Serbia (partner member) 

 Slovakia (partner member) contact

ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20 
I - 20135 Milano 
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti - Managing Director
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
I - 24040 Lallio

 Italy

IDIA (Irish Dairy Industries Association)
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Conor Mulvihill - IDIA director      
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IRL - Dublin 3

 Ireland
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Alexander Anton 
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 43 
+32 (0)475 59 04 22

aanton@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Office Manager, 

Assistant to  
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food, 

Environment & Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 45

+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Bénédicte Masure
Deputy  

Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 44 

+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Nutrition, Health  

& Food Law Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 80

kadamaszwili@euromilk.org

Jane Kiarie
Assistant Food, 

Environment  
& Health

+32 (0)2 549 50 42 
jkiarie@euromilk.org

Flora Dewar 
Officer  

Trade & Economics
+32 (0)2 549 50 46

fdewar@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Statistics  

& Communication 
Coordinator

+32 (0)2 549 50 47
lvitali@euromilk.org

Maria Libertini
Assistant  

Policy Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 48

mlibertini@euromilk.org

EDA Brussels’ team



www.euromilk.org Tel  +32 2 549 50 40
Fax +32 2 549 50 89
eda@euromilk.org

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels
Belgium

The European Dairy Association represents  
the interests of dairy processors in the European Union

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION
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Confirmed speakers include: Antti Ilmari Peltomäki 
(deputy director general of DG GROW, EU Commission)  

Gilles Morel (CEO Mars Inc Europe, FDE chair and 
member of the High-Level Forum for a Better Functioning 

of the Food Supply Chain) I MEP Daniel Dalton (ECR, 
European Conservatives and Reformists Group, UK) 

Kasper Thormod Nielsen (ARLA)

‘Dairy - Jobs, Growth  
and Investment  

in the Common Market’

EDA Policy Conference
Wednesday, 22nd March 2017, Brussels,
14.00 – 18.00 

Venue : Espace Banca Monte Paschi 22-28 avenue d’Auderghem - B 1040 Brussels

 www.euromilk.org/eda          @EDA_Dairy       eda@euromilk.org

STOCK
HOLM 

2017

HOSTED BY: LRF
DAIRY SWEDEN

Save the date : 
EDA Annual Conference 2017 
will take place in Stockholm
September 2017


