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EDA Focus

2019 European Elections
As EDA, we are a convinced pro-Europe voice and we are grateful to the President of the
European Parliament Antonio Tajani and to EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker for
their forewords to this ‘’EDA Focus - 2019 European Elections’’.

“

2018 has been a transition year for the

European Parliament and the European Union as a
whole. From jobs to managing migration, climate
change and security, we continue to work hard to
make a difference in the lives of European citizens.
The European agri-food and dairy sector is a
showcase example for the added value of Europe:
our sustainable food production, our excellence in
food quality and our record exports are based on
the European project: with a strong Single Market,
a robust EU Trade strategy, our Common
Agricultural Policy and an ambitious agenda for
sustainable development. My priority has always

been to bring the only directly elected European
institution closer to the citizens. The European
Parliament will go on listening, discussing and
making decisions with the objective to better serve
the citizens across Europe. Because in times of
global challenges and changes, Europe, our Union
needs to change too.
That’s why the 9th European
elections on 23-26 May
2019 are crucial: only by
voting, your voice in Europe
and therefore Europe itself
will be stronger.

”

Antonio Tajani, President of the
European Parliament

“

The European Union's Common Agricultural

Policy has always been about much more than

agriculture and farmers. It is about our society.
It makes sure that we all get affordable, highquality and safe food. It helps to grow our
economies and supports rural communities. It
preserves our cultural heritage and traditions. It
helps to protect the environment and it puts
people first. The dairy sector knows this better
than most. During tough times, the European
Union stood by the sector, acting when needed to

the most. Thanks to this support and the resilience,

skill and ingenuity of dairy producers, the sector is
getting back to its feet. There is still more work to
do in the years ahead. At a time when the future of
the Common Agricultural Policy is being shaped, it
is more important than ever for Europeans, every
producer, every farmer to have their say on the
future of the sector and the future of our Union.
These European Parliament
elections are your chance to
help shape our Union and
build a stronger Europe for
all. Your voice matters.
Make it heard.

”

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the
European Commission
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Historical background: key dates
Founding of the European
Union with Belgium, France,
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg
and the Netherlands.

The ‘European Parliamentary
Assembly’ officially becomes the
‘European Parliament’

Decision and Act on European
elections by direct universal
suffrage

1962

1976

1957
1958
First ‘European Parliamentary
Assembly’ meeting in Strasbourg

1973
First enlargement of the EU with
Denmark, Ireland and the UK

1979
First European
elections

Source: European Parliament, 2018
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What it means for the world of Dairy...

Single Market

EU Trade

CAP

Sustainable
development

In these times of changing political environment,
the overall theme picked by the European Dairy

Association (EDA) for 2019 is ‘Shaping the EU
Dairy landscape 2019-2024’. We have seen that
the success of our EU dairy industry is based on the
European project and the work of our MEPs to
build a strong Single Market, a robust EU Trade
strategy, our Common Agricultural Policy and an
ambitious agenda for sustainable development.

About our EU Dairy sector
• There are more than 12,000 milk and dairy processing sites...
• ...and over 700,000 dairy farms in the European Union.
• Our Dairy sector employs more than 300,000 people...
• ...of which 45,000 jobs are directly dependent on our Dairy exports.

• 5 out of the global TOP 10 dairies are headquartered in Europe
• Our Dairy sector adds nearly €10 billion to the EU positive trade balance

Accession of
Greece

Accession of Austria,
Finland and Sweden

Accession of Romania
and Bulgaria

9th European
Parliament elections

1981

1995

2007

2019

1986
Third enlargement
with Spain and
Portugal

2004
Significant enlargement with Czech
Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia,
Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia.

2013
Signing of
the Treaty
of Lisbon

Accession
of Croatia
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MEPs favourite Dairy products...

“

My top one dairy
product is full fat
fresh milk, always
available in Ireland
but not always as
readily throughout
the rest of the EU!

MEP Maired McGuinness (EPP, Ireland)

“

My mind goes to
Parmigiano
Reggiano: great
alone, even better
with a glass of good
wine, it is ideal to
enhance and
develop any Mediterranean recipe.
MEP Paolo De Castro (S&D, Italy)

“

I love yogurt.
Together with a few
pieces of fresh
fruits, yogurt is a
very light and
refreshing dessert
or the basis for a
healthy muesli.
MEP Norbert Lins (EPP, Germany)

“

Milk is an essential
part of our diets and
of our traditions all
over Europe. My
preferred dairy
product is my daily
yogurt in the morning.
MEP Manfred Weber (EPP, Germany)

“

I have always
very much enjoyed
drinking kefir and
tasting different
yoghurts or white
cheese with herbs.
MEP Czesław Siekierski (EPP, Poland)

“

A glass of fresh
milk and Allgäuer
Bergkäse G.I.: that's
how I like to start
my day!
MEP Ulrike Müller
(ALDE, Germany)

