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around 750,000
dairy farms across Europe

Average daily consumption
of dairy per EU citizen
180 ml of milk
23 grams of butter
51 grams of fermented milk
49 grams of of cheese

Foreword
“2015 – A New Start for Europe” is the overall theme of the new

to take its responsibility: not only via the delivery contracts and

European Commission and the new European leadership around

statutes, but also through the daily contact with the milk suppliers.

President Jean-Claude Juncker which focusses on “Jobs, Growth,

This 2015 edition of our “EDA Economic Report” highlights

Investment and Competitiveness”.

the uniqueness of our sector: a glass of milk is your daily link to
the countryside and to nature. Not only the agricultural, but most

This overarching theme and the defined priorities do fit particularly

rural areas in Europe are shaped by our sector: more than 12,000

well with the EU dairy sector:

milk processing sites across Europe are the industrial backbone

For the dairy sector, 2015 is a real new start: a challenging year

of rural Europe.

for the European dairy sector and the year when the EU milk quota
regime comes to an end.

As the representative body of the EU milk processing sector, EDA

And if you talk EU dairy, you talk Jobs, Growth, Investment and

has much to be proud of – we invite you to discover the facts and

Competitiveness:

figures behind the European dairy industry and its major importance

Over the last ten years, the European milk producers and milk

not only for EU agriculture, but for Europe and for the Europeans!

processors have prepared for the end of the EU milk quota regime.
The industry is convinced of the sound favourable market prospects

Connect to the world of dairy.

for the EU “lactosphère” in the post quota era: For the three last
years, dairy cooperatives and private milk processors invested
about €6 billion into processing capacities in Europe, mainly for
dry products and cheese intended for exports. We have also seen
significant third countries investment in the EU dairy.
Our research on the economic and overall societal importance of
the European dairy sector has once more confirmed that there are
good reasons to invest in the EU dairy industry.
An important internal EU market of more than 500 million citizens
which demands production according to highest quality and
environmental standards. A well trained work force of more than
300,000 direct employees, many, if not all of them true dairy
aficionados with a unique savoir-faire. And about 750,000 dairy
farms which will be enabled as of 31 March 2015 to run their business
in a market which is no longer ruled by public volume and public
price management.
This new era translates in an increased responsibility of all market
players involved. The EU milk processing industry will continue

Michel Nalet
President

connect to the world of dairy

Alexander Anton
Secretary General
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Industrial backbone
of rural areas
12,000 milk processing sites
With more than 12,000 milk processing &
production sites across Europe, the dairy sector
contributes heavily to the industrial and economic
basis of many rural and mountainous areas
in Europe. In some countries the number
of dairy production sites located in rural areas
levels up to a 100%.
In the last 3 years, € 6 billion investment
leads to…

Working together along
the supply chain
Partnering with
750,000 dairy farms
The EU milk processing industry is proud to
partner with more than a million of dairy farms all
over Europe. This intense and steady relationship
shapes our European countryside.
This good collaboration between dairy farmers
and processors results in a contribution of about
14% to the overall EU agricultural income.
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Providing jobs
Direct employment:
… more than 300,000 people
Today the industry directly employs more
than 300,000 people throughout Europe in
high-value industrial jobs. This figure only
includes employees active at a milk processing
site. It does not take into account people working
on farm level or in other industries or sectors
along the dairy chain. Together with the top
position in processing sites, the employment
figure makes dairy a European societal power
to be reckoned with.

Pillar of both overall EU
economy and global
dairy markets
5 out of 10 top global dairy
companies are European
More than 80% of European dairy
companies are SMEs
Half of the global top 10 dairy companies are
European milk processors. The dairy industry
in Europe is however characterised by a tissue
of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs),
comprising more than 80% of the total number
of dairy companies in most of the 28 Member
States. This duality is clearly an illustration of both
the innovative dynamism of the EU dairy sector
and its competitiveness.

Cooperative model
& private ownership
The cooperative model
and private ownership
coexist successfully.
Around 50% collected in Europe by coops
Not only do they bring an extremely important
socio-economic dimension to the rural communities
in Europe, this kind of ‘structural’ competition allows
both of them to benchmark, challenge and improve.

Top 3 European
food exporter
Adding € 9.3 billion
to the EU trade balance
The EU milk processing industry is a noncyclical and resilient pillar of the European
economy, which contributes positively to the EU
trade balance, bringing a total of about € 9.3
billion surplus. About 11% of the total cow milk
produced in Europe is exported outside of the EU.
The export of milk powder counts for a large part
of this trade surplus, closely followed however by
the export of other added value dairy products
like cheese. The EU is a stable and high quality
dairy supply partner for the world.

Guardian of cultural
heritage

The importance of daily
dairy consumption

More than 300 loved and
registered cheeses and dairy
products

Benefits of dairy
in your healthy diet

The EU milk processing industry is innovative,
dynamic and economically powerful. It is also
the guardian of a rich cultural heritage.
More than 300 cheeses and dairy products
count millions of fans all over the world and are
officially registered and protected as geographical
indications or traditional specialties.

A glass of milk is an essential source of:
High-quality protein
Calcium
Potassium
Phosphorus
Iodine
Vitamin B2, B1 and B12

connect to the world of dairy
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Milk Processing
Milk production

Dairy processing sites

in so-called less favoured areas

Number of dairy sites

85 - 100%
50 - 85%
30 - 50%
20 - 30%

10 - 100%
0.1 - 10%
No disadvantaged regions
No data

Cows, sheep, goats and buffaloes naturally convert vegetable
material into valuable products for human consumption.
The dairy sector is the economic backbone of rural Europe
and shapes the European landscape.
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> 3.000
2.000 - 3.000
700 - 2.000
300 - 700

150 - 300
70 - 150
30 - 70
< 30

The dairy industry sustains the local economy of rural areas
in Europe, and ensures to keep the landscape in many less
favoured areas alive – in many areas, dairy is the major
source of income (cows on wet grassland, sheep taking care
of dykes, or goats in semi-arid areas with difficult access).

The importance of daily
dairy consumption
Dairy products as part of a healthy
balanced diet and lifestyle
Milk and dairy products are highly nutritious as they are naturally rich sources of a wide
range of essential vitamins and minerals and high-quality protein.
Milk is the basis of thousands of nutritious, tasty, enjoyable and healthy dairy products,
as part of a sustainable diet.

Average daily consumption of dairy
per EU citizen
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A glass of milk is a source of:

High-quality
protein
Calcium
Potassium

180 ml of milk
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Benefits of dairy in healthy diet

23 grams of butter

51 grams of
fermented milk

49 grams of cheese

Phosphorus
Iodine
Vitamin B2,
B1 and B12

Dairy foods contribute between 40% and 70%
of calcium intake. To have the same amount
of calcium from one glass of milk, we would
have to eat 63 brussel sprouts,
11 servings of spinach or 4 servings
of broccoli.

connect to the world of dairy
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Dairy products : EU28 intra and extra trade in value and volumes
2013 EU Exports to 3rd Countries

2013 EU Exports Intra Trade

Value

Value

6% Casein & Caseinates

5% Milk & Cream

3% Lactose

1% Lactose

3% Casein & Caseinates

46% Cheese & Curd

17% Milk & Cream

37% Cheese & Curd
31% Milk Powders

10% Milk Powders

8% Yogurts
& Buttermilk
3% Yogurts & Buttermilk

5% Whey

10% Whey

4% Butter

10% Butter

Volume
4% Lactose

Volume

2% Milk & Cream

3% Lactose

15% Milk & Cream

23% Cheese & Curd

1% Lactose

1% Casein & Caseinates

18% Cheese & Curd

4% Butter
48% Milk & Cream

30% Milk Powders

4% Butter

10% Yogurts &

17% Whey
5% Yogurts & Buttermilk
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11% Whey

Buttermilk

7% Milk Powders

Adding 9.3 billion €
to the EU trade balance

EU yearly consumption
32 million tonnes of liquid milk
1.8 million tonnes of butter
8.7 million tonnes of cheese
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EDA Core Messages
What you should know about milk and dairy products
Milk is the basis of thousands of nutritious, tasty, enjoyable and healthy dairy products, as part of
a sustainable diet.
Milk is a highly nutritional food product combining high nutrient density with high quality protein.
Milk and dairy products are safe and natural products made to the highest processing standards.

What you should know about the EU milk processing
industry
The EU milk processing industry - employing more than 300.000 people across Europe - offers
everyone, every day, a broad and diversified choice of natural, nutritious, healthy and tasty food
products.
The EU milk processing industry has successfully demonstrated its commitment to further reducing
its environmental footprint.
The EU milk processing industry is an innovative, dynamic and major exporting industry while
being the guardian of the EU cultural heritage of dairy.

What you should know about the European Dairy Association
(EDA)
EDA represents the interests of the whole EU milk processing industry, both of cooperatives and
private companies. As a beacon for the dairy industry, EDA provides a platform for discussion
and exchange of ideas.
EDA voices the priorities of the milk processing industry on an EU level and shapes EU strategies
for the dairy sector.
EDA is proud of dairy! It conveys the positive image of milk at EU level as being a healthy, nutritious,
sustainable and diversified food product/drink.
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Economic Report 2015
of the European Dairy Association (EDA)

Methodology
All figures and numbers of the report are based on
a survey that the European Dairy Association (EDA)
carried out amongst its members between November
2014 and February 2015. These findings have been
backed up with external sources listed below.

Sources
EDA Membership Survey
(Nov 2014- February 2015)
IFCN
EU Commission
FADN
Eurostat
International Dairy Federation (IDF)
ZMB
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