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Dear reader,

2013 was a record year for the European dairy sector in many 
regions. This is good news for the dairy industry and all its 
partners along the supply chain, but - more importantly - 
also for the EU and the Europeans. This report addresses 
the positive contribution the milk processing industry brings 
to Europe.

In order to illustrate the milk processing industry’s 
importance for Europe, the European Dairy Association (EDA) 
carried out some in-depth desk research on the economics 
of the EU dairy sector and completed these findings with a 
survey amongst its members, carried out between November 
2013 and February 2014.

The results of this research are impressive. The findings 
not only confirm that the milk processing industry is one 
of the big employers in the EU, but also that it contributes 
considerably to a positive EU trade balance.

The research also highlights the uniqueness of our sector. 
It confirms the very fruitful coexistence of, and cooperation 
between the cooperative model and the privately-owned 
businesses. The EU milk processing industry is certainly 
innovative, dynamic and sustainable, and also adopts the 
role of guardian of a specific and powerful cultural heritage: 
more than 300 cheeses and dairy products are officially 
registered and protected as geographical indications or 
traditional specialties. No other industry can demonstrate 
this uniqueness.

As representative body of the EU milk processing industry, 
EDA has much to be proud of. On the one hand, there is our 
contribution to Europe from a socio-economic and trade 
perspective, on the other hand, pure milk is the basis of 
thousands of nutritious, natural and tasty different foods 
and drinks.

We invite you to discover the facts and figures behind the 
importance of the European milk processing industry and its 
major socio-economic role for Europe and the Europeans.

Connect to the world of dairy!

Foreword

Michel Nalet
President

Alexander Anton
Secretary General 
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Industrial backbone 
of rural areas

12,000 milk processing sites

With more than 12,000 milk processing & 
production sites across Europe, the dairy sector 

contributes heavily to the industrial and economic 
basis of many rural and mountainous areas  

in Europe. In some countries the number  
of dairy production sites located in rural areas  

levels up to a 100%.  

Working together along 
the supply chain

Partnering with  
1,000,000 dairy farms 

 
The EU milk processing industry is proud to 

partner with more than a million of dairy farms all 
over Europe. This intense and steady relationship 

shapes our European countryside.

Providing jobs

Direct employment:  
300,000 people

Today the industry directly employs more  
than 300,000 people throughout Europe in  
high-value industrial jobs. This figure only 

includes employees active at a milk processing 
site. It does not take into account people working 

on farm level or in other industries or sectors 
along the dairy chain. Together with the top 

position in processing sites, the employment 
figure makes dairy a European economic power 

to be reckoned with. 

Pillar of both overall EU 
economy and global 

dairy markets
5 out of 10 top global dairy 
companies are European 

 More than 80% of European dairy 
companies are SMEs

Half of the global top 10 dairy companies are 
European milk processors. The dairy industry  

in Europe is however characterised by a tissue 
of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), 
comprising more than 80% of the total number 
of dairy companies in most of the 28 Member 

States. This duality is clearly an illustration of both 
the innovative dynamism of the EU dairy sector 

and its competitiveness. 
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Dairy: an economic and 
nutritional power

42.4 million tonnes of dairy 
products consumed  
every year in Europe

Characterised by a large internal market,  
Europe consumes 32 million tonnes of liquid milk 

every year, together with 1.8 million tonnes  
of butter and 8.6 million tonnes of cheese.  

Dairy products are naturally nutrient rich and  
are recommended as part of a healthy diet.  
They provide many essential vitamins and 

minerals as well as high quality protein. 

Top 3 European 
food exporter

Adding 8.6 billion € 
to trade balance

The EU milk processing industry is a non-cyclical 
and resilient pillar of the European economy, 
which contributes positively to the EU trade 
balance, bringing a total of about 8.6 billion 

euro surplus. About 10% of the total cow milk 
produced in Europe is exported outside of the EU. 
The export of milk powder counts for a large part 
of this trade surplus, closely followed however by 

the export of other added value dairy products 
like cheese. The EU is a stable and high quality 

dairy supply partner for the world. 

Guardian of cultural 
heritage

More than 300 loved and 
registered cheeses and dairy 

products

The EU milk processing industry is innovative, 
dynamic and economically powerful. It is also  

the guardian of a rich cultural heritage.  
More than 300 cheeses and dairy products 

count millions of fans all over the world and are 
officially registered and protected as geographical 

indications or traditional specialties. 

Cooperative model  
& private ownership

The cooperative model 
and private ownership  
coexist successfully. 

Not only do they bring an extremely important 
socio-economic dimension to the rural 

communities in Europe, this kind of ‘structural’ 
competition allows both of them to benchmark, 

challenge and improve. 
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The EU milk processing industry is a non-cyclical and resilient pillar of the European economy, that contributes considerably  
to the EU trade balance. The sector brings a total of about 8.6 billion euro surplus to the overall EU trade balance. The charts below 
illustrate not only that pure milk is the source of a wide variety of qualitative dairy products that are exported outside the EU and traded 
within the EU, but also that more than half of the traded dairy foods are added-value products like cheese. In the charts below we make  
a difference between volumes and value, and between dairy products exported to 3rd countries (outside the EU) and traded within the EU.

Dairy products : EU28 intra and extra trade in value and volumes

Export to 3rd countries
Volumes: 2012 EU Exports to 3rd Countries Volumes: 2012 EU Exports Intra Trade

Value: 2012 EU Exports to 3rd Countries Value: 2012 EU Exports Intra Trade

Trade intra EU

14% Milk & Cream

48% Milk & Cream

17% Milk & Cream

5% Milk & Cream

34% Milk Powders

7% Milk Powders

9% Milk Powders31% Milk Powders

5% Yogurts & Buttermilk

8% Yogurts & Buttermilk

3% Yogurts & Buttermilk

22% Cheese & Curd

18% Cheese & Curd

48% Cheese & Curd
38% Cheese & Curd

4% Lactose
1% Lactose

1% Lactose

4% Casein & Caseinates 1% Casein & Caseinates

2% Casein & Caseinates6% Casein & Caseinates

15% Whey

11% Whey

9% Whey

4% Butter

4% Butter

9% Butter
5% Butter

Cheese is the 
largest contributor to the 

EU exports to 3rd countries 
of dairy products when it comes 

to value (38%). With milk powders 
(31%) it counts for almost 70% of 

the export numbers in trade value. 
There is a clear positive trend of 

exporting added-value 
dairy products.

Cheese is 
the dairy product 

delivering the most value 
in the trade within the EU, 

counting for 48%. Milk and cream 
(counting for 17%), butter (9%) 

and milk powders (9%) are other 
dairy products considerably 

contributing to the overall 
value of EU intra trade.

The trade of dairy 
products within the EU in 

volumes counts for almost 
50% of trade in milk and cream. 

Added-value dairy products 
such as cheese and whey count 
for respectively 18% and 11%, 
closely followed by yoghurts 

and buttermilk (10%).

The export of dairy products 
outside the EU in volumes 

concerns mainly milk powders 
(34%). Added-value dairy products 
like cheese count for respectively 

22% and 15%, followed by 
butter (14%). 

3% Lactose

10% Yogurts 
& Buttermilk

6% Whey

6 < Economic Report 2014



 

 
 

8% Yogurts & Buttermilk

Adding 8.6 billion € 
to the EU trade balance

EU yearly consumption  
32 million tonnes of liquid milk
1.8 million tonnes of butter
8.6 million tonnes of cheese

BUTTER
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Methodology
All figures and numbers of the report are based on a survey 
that the European Dairy Association (EDA) carried out 
amongst its members between November 2013 and February 
2014. These findings have been backed up with external 
sources such as IFCN, the EU Commission, FADN, Eurostat 
and the International Dairy Federation (IDF).



What you should know 
about the European 
Dairy Association (EDA)
EDA represents the interests of the whole EU milk processing 
industry in Brussels, of both cooperatives and private 
companies. EDA is the platform to exchange and discuss 
on dairy topics.

EDA voices the priorities of the EU milk processing industry 
and shapes EU strategies for the dairy sector.

EDA is proud of milk! It therefore conveys the benefits of 
dairy on an EU level: dairy is healthy, nutritious, sustainable 
and diversified food.

What you should know 
about the EU milk  
processing industry
Employing more than 300,000 people across Europe, the 
EU milk processing industry is one of the big employers and 
constitutes the economic basis and industrial backbone of 
rural areas in Europe.

The EU milk processing industry is a top food processor and 
belongs to the top 3 food exporting industries in Europe.
The EU milk processing industry offers every citizen, every 
day, a broad and diversified choice of natural, nutritious, 
healthy and tasty food products.

The EU milk processing industry is a sustainable sector and 
has demonstrated its commitment by continuously improving 
its environmental footprint.

The EU milk processing industry is an innovative and 
dynamic industry while being the guardian of the EU cultural 
heritage of dairy.

What you should know 
about milk and dairy 
products
Pure milk is the basis of thousands of nutritious, tasty, 
enjoyable and healthy products.

Milk is the most nutritional food product combining high 
nutrient density with high quality protein and many other 
nutrients. 

9Economic Report 2014 >connect to the world of dairy



 

 
 

EDA members

EDA members

EDA Membership Survey 
(Nov 2013- February 2014) 

IFCN
EU Commission

FADN
Eurostat

International Dairy Federation (IDF)
ZMB 

Sources
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