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THE ECONOMIC POWER 
OF EUROPEAN DAIRY 
AT A GLANCE

More than 

12,000
PRODUCTION
SITES
across Europe

A rich and tasty cultural 
heritage of more than
300 REGISTERED 
CHEESES AND DAIRY
PRODUCTS

More than

300,000
DIRECT JOBS
on milk
processing sites

Around

50% OF MILK
PROCESSED IN EUROPE 
by coops and 50% 
by private dairies

Partnering
with around

700,000
DAIRY FARMS
across Europe

More than

45,000 JOBS
in dairies are
directly linked to
EXPORT

The European milk
processing industry
brings more than

10 BILLION €
to the overal EU 
trade balance

10 OF THE 

TOP 20 
global dairy
companies
are European
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With the new European Parliament and a new 
European Commission, the institutional set-up of our 
Union has completely changed. And the historical 
landmark event of the Brexit has shaken the 
foundation of our Union.

In these times of political changes and in times of a troubled 
international trade environment, we, the European dairy 
industry, want to be at the forefront of the political debates 
of our sector and beyond:

Shaping the European Landscape 
With 700,000 committed dairy farmers and over 300,000 
skilled people working in 12,000 milk and dairy processing 
sites across the Union, we are the industrial backbone and 
the economic basis of rural Europe.

The success of our industry is based on the European 
project:  a well-functioning Single Market, an ambitious 
European trade policy and our Common Agricultural Policy.  

We must strengthen this foundation. Only on this robust 
basis, we can play our role in…

…Shaping the future of Europe
Sustainable production, innovation, health and nutrition are 
key elements that milk and dairy can bring in. You will 
discover in our EDA Economic Report our economic 
strength, our leadership in the transition to a sustainable 
Europe and our unrivalled dairy contribution to a healthy 
and nutritious diet.

Milk and dairy – essential for your life!

Shaping the European
Dairy Landscape

Alexander Anton
EDA secretary general

More than 

12,000
PRODUCTION
SITES
across Europe

Michel Nalet
EDA president 
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PROTEIN 3%
FAT 4%

LACTOSE &
MINERALS 6%

WATER 87%

Every drop counts... 

EU Production 
of main dairy 

products
2018,  

in ‘000 tonnes

Drinking Milk

Fermented prodcuts 

and desserts Butter
Cheese

Skimmed 

milk powder
Condensed 

milk

100%
natural

100%
natural

100%
natural 100%

natural

100%
natural

100%
natural

IN 2018, EU FARMERS PRODUCED OVER

162 MILLION TONNES
OF COWS’ MILK, THAT OUR MEMBERS

TRANSFORM INTO HIGH-QUALITY
DAIRY PRODUCTS.

29,473

9,286
8,127

2,162 1,583 1,002
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An ambitious trade agenda

Europe’s unique dairy products are considered the flagships of 
our European agricultural exports. With 10 of the 20 leading global 
dairy companies based in Europe, our industry is in pole position 
to support increasing global demand on the world’s food markets. 

EU dairy companies’ diversified export portfolio not only ensures 
that we can provide all regions of the world with our unique and 
healthy products. With over 45,000 jobs directly linked to these 
exports, it also secures a resilient and sustainable future for our 
sector. In 2018, the European milk processing industry contributed 
for more than 10 billion euros to the overall EU trade balance. 

Top 15 export destinations for EU Dairy

1. China
2. United States
3. Mexico
4. Japan
5. South Korea
6. Algeria
7. Saudi Arabia
8. Nigeria
9. Cuba
10. Indonesia
11. Malaysia
12. Australia
13. Chile
14. Turkey
15. Switzerland

Dairy exports
Value vs Tonnes

Cheese
WMP

Butter (oil) 

Casein(ate)sSMP

Milk and Cream
Whey

Lactose

41%

21%

15%

21%

11%
8% 9%

24%

9%

4%

9%

15%

4%
2% 3%

5%

CHINA
UNITED STATES

MEXICO

CHILE

JAPAN
ALGERIA

TURKEY

CUBA

INDONESIA

SOUTH KOREA

MALAYSIA

AUSTRALIA

SAUDI ARABIA

NIGERIA
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EU Dairy working to achieve 14 out of 17 SDGs

NO POVERTY (1) & DECENT WORK 
AND ECONOMIC GROWTH (8)

The global dairy chain creates jobs 
contributing to 1 billion people’s income. 
Also, dairy products provide essential 
nutrients for affordable prices.

REDUCED INEQUALITY (10)

& GENDER EQUALITY (5)

Dairy production is a source of income, 
creates employment opportunities and 
provides market participation for all. Our 
industry also empowers women offering 
them ownership and control over land, and 
independency.

ZERO HUNGER (2) & GOOD
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING (3)

Dairy provides high-quality protein and 
essential nutrients for all life stages. 
Consumption of dairy products is associated 
with a lower risk of non-communicable 
diseases like type 2 diabetes, colon cancer 
and cardiovascular disease…

LIFE ON LAND (15)

& LIFE BELOW WATER (14)

Efficient grazing management can 
contribute to grassland restoration, carbon 
sequestration or reforestation through 
agroforestry… In parallel, our industry 
actively supports the development of 
policies and investments to prevent water 
pollution.

PARTNERSHIPS TO ACHIEVE
THE GOAL (17)

Our stakeholders have come together under 
the Global Dairy Agenda for Action and 
created the Dairy Sustainability Framework. 
Daily, the Dairy sector is in close cooperation 
with the EU in its sustainability efforts.

CLIMATE ACTION (13),
CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION (6)

& AFFORDABLE
AND CLEAN ENERGY (7)

The dairy chain is continuously working on 
improving its energy efficiency, carbon 
capture and storage, and greenhouse 
gas reduction. Our industry also produces 
sustainable energy (e.g. solar or wind) 
while dairy production contributes to water 
quality through grassland. See our 
factsheet: http://bit.ly/2Mi3DBL 

INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE (9) 

& RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION (12)

From production and processing to retail, 
the whole dairy chain is constantly investing 
and innovating to develop efficient use of 
resources, waste management, or 
sustainable production and consumption.

Find out more about 
how the European 
Dairy Sector aims to 
achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals 
on our factsheet : 
http://bit.ly/2Kjkv9h



PROTEIN
CALCIUM
VITAMIN B2
VITAMIN B12
PHOSPHORUS
POTASSIUM
IODINE
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Dairy: health, nutrition and taste

With its unique blend of macro-  
and micro-nutrients, milk and dairy 
products are essential in a healthy 
and sustainable diet, during all 
stages of life.

In the European Union, each inhabitant consumes an average of 600 grams of milk 
and dairy products per day. On average, the EU reaches the official dietary 
recommendations for milk. However, in 11 out of 28 EU countries, the citizens still do 
not meet these official dietary recommendations.

European 
recommendations of 
dairy consumption

2-3 servings for adults  
additional servings for children, 

pregnant & lactating women, 
and elderly

2 glasses of milk  
(330g)

2 portions  
of cheese (50g)

2 pots of yogurt 
(330g)

GOOD FOR :

brain bones teeth muscles nervous 
system



EDA members

EDA partner members
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 What is Whey ?   

Whey is one of the two proteins contained in cow’s 
milk. It is the liquid remaining after the production 
of cheese or the removal of fat and casein from milk. 

Whey is a rich source of the essential amino acids 
needed by the body on a daily basis. In its purest 
form, it contains little to no fat, or lactose. 

Thanks to its beneficial properties, whey is used 
in many high-quality foods…

Whey in different EU 
languages
Whey / Cypoвaтᴋa / Syrovátka / Valle / 
Molke / тᴜρóγαλα / Lactosuero / Vadak / 
Lactosérum / Meadhg / Surutka / Siero di 
latte / Išrūgos / Xorrox / Wei / Soro de leite / 
Srvátka / Vassla / Hera / Erwatki / Zer / 
Savó / Sirotke / Sūkalu / Serwatka

And many more...

Infant Formula
Powdered and 
liquid formula

Food & Dairy 
Industry

Ice cream, Cookies, 
Yoghurts, Beverages

Sports Nutrition
Protein Waters,  
Protein Bars, 

Shakes

Specialised 
Nutrition

Elderly Foods, 
Slimming Foods 

Pharmaceuticals
Medicines, Inhalers, 

Tablets

Medical Nutrition
Hospital Feeding

WHEY GOES INTO :
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On behalf of EWPA, the market research and data analytics firm 
YouGov carried out the online ‘’European Whey Protein 
Consumer Tracker’’ survey in 2017. We asked 7,396 consumers 
from 8 EU countries, interested in nutrition and exercise, 
about their current attitudes towards protein*:

Whey protein consumers 
indicated 3 top health benefits 
of whey protein:

› help build and maintain muscle (32%)
› maintain healthy bones and joints (32%)
› help muscle recovery (28%)

Health benefits appreciated  
by consumers

MILK IS AMONG THE 
TOP FAMILIAR PROTEIN SOURCES 

FOR THE EU CONSUMERS.

77% AGREE
PROTEIN IS AN IMPORTANT

PART OF THEIR DIET

67% 
REALISE

DIFFERENT
PROTEINS

HAVE 
DIFFERENT 

VALUES “ Whey protein is a natural, high quality protein 
that comes from cow’s milk. It is a rich source of 
the essential amino acids needed by the body 
on a daily basis. In its purest form, it contains little 
to no fat, or lactose.”

100%
natural

*Disclaimer: Research conducted by YouGov on behalf of EWPA (European Whey Processors Association). All data collected in the survey belong only to EWPA. The survey was 
undertaken online in the following 8 countries between 22 February and 5 March 2017: UK, France, Germany, Sweden, Spain, Ireland, the Netherlands and Poland. Sample: N=1000 
respondents per country*, except N= 200 respondents in Ireland that meet the following conditions: interested in food and nutrition and/or do physical exercise at least once a 
month. Total sample size was 7396 adults. *National representative quotas were used to pre-sample respondents.

80% OF CONSUMERS
FELT POSITIVE ABOUT THE GIVEN
DEFINITION OF WHEY PROTEIN:



 CHEESE (ABOUT 85%)
 CASEINATES (ABOUT 15%)
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The production of whey 

The EU is the number one #1 cheese producer in the world and therefore, the largest 
producer of whey.

IWC2020
DUBLIN

9th International Whey Conference 

A Better Whey of Life
6-9 September 2020 - RDS Dublin, Ireland

Global trade...
In 2018, the European Union exported 
about 600,000 tonnes of whey going 
to many different countries around 
the world, especially Asia. 

Top 10 EU export 
destinations for Whey 
(CN code 0404.10, quantity  
in tonnes)
China 187,306
Indonesia 87,350
Malaysia 65,342
Thailand 33,522
New Zealand 28,612
Vietnam 19,661
Japan 18,168
Philippines 12,519
Singapore 11,591
South Korea 9,650

Source: EU Milk Market Observatory

Liquid whey is processed from the production of:

On average, the production of:

›  1 kg of (semi) hard cheese and soft cheese  
yields 0.495 kg of whey solids

› 1 kg of fresh cheese yields 0.33 kg of whey solids

Applying different yield rates to the different types of cheese produced equals a total 
implicit whey solids availability of 4.15 million tonnes in 2018, in the EU.

EU Cheese  
Production (2018)
9,414,000 tonnes/dry matter

Calculated resulting  
Whey Production (2018)
4,150,000 tonnes/dry matter



EWPA members
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Methodology 
All figures and numbers of the report are based on
a survey that the European Dairy Association (EDA)

carried out amongst its members in 2019. These
findings have been backed up with external

sources listed below.

Sources
EDA Membership Survey 2019

ZMB
EU Commission - MMO

Farm Accountancy Data Network
Eurostat

Rabobank, Crédit Agricole
IFCN
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