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In advance of the Council of Ministers meeting on 7th September, the European Dairy Association 

(EDA), the voice of the milk processing industry across Europe, recommends Agri ministers to 

focus on three priorities for the EU dairy sector and to find a common European response.  

With no view of short term recovery in sight, the EU dairy sector is coming closer to a price situation 

that we have not experienced since 2008-2009. During this difficult time, EDA welcomes the initiative 

the Luxemburg Presidency took to convene an extraordinary meeting of the Council of Ministers on 7 

September to discuss the measures to take at European level. 

“The current market situation affects not only the farming community but also the whole supply chain”, 

says Alexander Anton, EDA Secretary General. The declining price situation is reflected at each stage 

of the dairy supply chain, at the level of the dairy farmers and their milk processors. Only a coordinated 

EU level approach will help to improve the sentiment of weak dairy markets. If we see no response at 

European level, we will face more and more pressure to take action at national level, which is clearly 

not in the interest of the dairy sector”. 

Through a letter addressed to the President of the EU Agricultural Council, Luxembourg minister 

Fernand Etgen, and his fellow agriculture ministers, EDA recommends that they focus on three priorities 

in their discussions: market orientation, increased market access and internal policy coherence.  

Market orientation is the core element of the political process that started in 2003, with the objective 

that the EU dairy sector becomes competitive at the global level.  The European milk market is now 

closely linked to the world market that offer mid- and long term great opportunities to the EU dairy sector 

as a whole. Increased short term price fluctuations (‘volatility’) will inevitably continue in the future. 

Therefore, it is appropriate to take the political decision toward policy stability and to keep a residual 

arsenal of market support tools available for the EU Commission to address the extremes of price 

volatility. And this residual arsenal must also be kept efficient with – for instance – intervention price 

levels that reflect todays’ realities.  

Stable, predictable trade relations with third countries are of crucial importance for the dairy sector, both 

for dairy farmers and their milk processors. EU dairy products cannot compete on a level playing field 

with products from other milk exporting countries, which have trade agreements with major importing 

countries that include far lower import tariffs for dairy. 

EDA ca l l s  fo r  market orientation, increased market access and 

internal policy coherence for the EU dairy sector during this 
difficult market situation  
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Finally, within the internal market, dairy faces more and more policy challenges, many of which are 

positioned outside the remit of the EU Common Agricultural Policy or the portfolio of Commission’s DG 

Agriculture. A coherent policy support for dairy has to translate into the acknowledgment of the 

specificities of the EU dairy sector and a support through all European and national policies.  

 “2015 will become a crucial year for the dairy sector, adds Alexander Anton. If you were to find one 

positive element in todays’ milk market situation, the need for harmonised action at EU level becomes 

obvious. Only an EU coordinated action can avoid any re-nationalisation in our sector. The EU dairy 

sector has the ability to recover from the current market situation. EU policy measures can help to speed 

up this recovery.  Recovery will arrive eventually, with future opportunities where the EU dairy sector 

will take the leading role on the world market.” 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION The European Dairy Association represents   

  the interests of dairy processors in the European Union. 

  The membership of EDA consists of the associations  

  of dairy processors in EU Member States. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION ALEXANDER ANTON 

  EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION 

  +32 2 549 50 43 

  +32 475 59 04 22 

  aanton@euromilk.org 

   

  RICHARD GIBSON 

  EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION 

  +32 2 549 50 48 

  rgibson@euromilk.org 

 

 


