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The European Dairy Association (EDA), the voice of the milk processing industry 
across Europe, welcomes the change and the challenges that the end of the 
European milk quota regime will bring. 

 

Market orientation and enhanced market transparency 

Tomorrow will be the first day without quota regime in the dairy sector for over more than 3 decades. 

“The end of the milk quota is one more step in towards market orientation of the Common 

Agricultural Policy. A step that has been prepared for in a political process that started in 2003. The 

dairy sector, dairy farmers and their milk processing companies, are prepared for this step”, says 

Alexander Anton, Secretary-General of EDA. 

Increased market transparency is key since it will allow all actors in the dairy sector to take the right 

business decisions and, in consequence, to better manage the price and cost volatility, which is and 

has always been a natural market phenomenon. 

Enhancing the competitiveness of all actors in the dairy sector 

‘The end of the quota regime is a big step in terms of CAP simplification, a core request of all 

agricultural stakeholders and a steady mantra of politicians’, M. Anton continues. ‘For decades dairy 

companies have been in charge of managing the milk quota system at their level, including the 

levying of the super levy payments. It goes without saying that the end of the quota will lower the 

administrative burden at all levels. This will naturally further enhance the competitiveness of the 

whole sector. ‘ 
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For EDA, the new, quota free environment will underline the milk sectors’ role as economic 

backbone of rural Europe, especially in so called less favoured areas. For EDA it is clear that ‘the 

dairy sector will continue to lead and run the jobs, growth, innovation and competitiveness agenda in 

rural Europe and beyond. The time has come for a prosperous and dynamic dairy sector driven by 

the realities of the global market.’  

 

Positive outlook for EU dairy 

Furthermore, EDA stresses the profoundly favourable prospects for dairy on the medium and long 

term. It joins the Commission’s statement that ‘milk is the white gold of the next ten years.’ Market 

predictions indicate that the dairy markets will be driven by an increasing global demand, especially 

from Asia and Africa. 

‘As EU dairy sector we started already our reflection on how to shape the CAP post 2020, the future 

European policy on rurality, natural resources and food’, Alexander Anton adds. ‘This in order to 

anticipate and assure the dynamics of our sector for the future and to continue to play our role when 

it comes to successfully face the challenges of productivity, sustainability and economic 

development of our sector across Europe’, M. Anton concludes.  
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The European Dairy Association is the voice of the milk processing industry in Europe.  

Our members are the national associations of dairy processors in the EU Member States. 
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