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“We are grateful for this this opportunity to underpin
the huge role dairy plays in the achievement of the
United Nations’ Sustainability Development Goals ►
see our EDA factsheet and to share our perspective
on more ‘technical’ issues, like food labelling or ‘food
reformulation’”, thanked EDA chair Michel Nalet.

After two decades, Mercosur (Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay and Uruguay) and the EU28 have finally reached an agreement on the trade environment for more than 780 mio citizens.
“A historical moment. In the midst of international trade tensions, we are sending a strong
signal that we stand for rules-based trade. Largest trade agreement ever concluded. Positive outcome for environment and consumers”, tweeted
outgoing EU Commission President JeanClaude Juncker on 28 June 2019.
EDA secretary general Alexander Anton commented: “In today’s troubled international trade
arena, this is a real breakthrough. The clear commitment of the negotiation partners to the Paris
Agreement (COP21) and its objectives is – in today’s world – a milestone!” ► see our EDA
Presse Release.

DG SANTE director general
Anne Bucher discusses with
EDA Board
“Environmental sustainability in the food production
systems is a key request from the Europeans. The
European Commission has to give answers to these
questions and DG SANTE covers many, if not most of
the topics here”, stated DG SANTE director general
Anne Bucher in her exchange with the EDA Board.

DG SANTE Director General Anne Bucher at the EDA
Board (left) — EDA vice chair Ingo Müller highlighting
the importance of the DG SANTE portfolio for the EU
dairy sector (right)

EU-NZ Dairy Roundtable
Fonterra chairman John Monaghan and
Fonterra CEO Miles Hurrell presented a downunder perspective on “What’s driving Global Dairy”
in our joint dairy roundtable at EDA, in Brussels.
Under the patronage of H.E. NZ Ambassador
David Taylor, the Fonterra leadership discussed
with EDA chair Michel Nalet, EDA vice chairs Ingo
Müller and Attilio Zanetti and a high level
attendance
from
national
Permanent
Representations
and
other dairy stakeholders.
H.E. NZ Ambassador
David Taylor
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“Our roundtable discussion has underlined that,
within the global lactosphère, we have a lot of
common ground and issues, like dairy
sustainability or the promotion of the unique
nutritional values of milk and dairy. We value very
much the cooperation with Fonterra on these
topics, both at global and European level”,
concluded EDA chair Michel Nalet.

Commissioner Phil Hogan had launched the
modernization process of the EU – Mexico FTA with
his High Level Mission in February 2016, the
negotiations have concluded in principle in April
2018. Now, it is time to promote our standards and
our excellence. I am grateful to the DG AGRI team
around Elena Panichi, Giulio Menato and Sergio
Pavon for their commitment and energy uniting us
with this important market”, stated EDA secretary
general Alexander Anton.

Congratulations to the
new chair of the AGRI
Committee!

Fonterra CEO Miles Hurrell, EDA chair Michel Nalet

EU Commission food
standards seminar in Mexico
“European Dairy – Excellence
beyond standards”
150 Mexican food stakeholders attended last week’s
seminar on European food standards in Mexico – a
perfect platform to present our European dairy
excellence ► see our EDA Trade Focus on Mexico.

MEP Norbert Lins (EPP, Germany), chair of
our EDA EP roundtable on “Dairy, Nutrition
and Health”, is the newly elected chair of the
European
Parliament’s Committee
on
Agriculture & Rural Development.

“I like yogurt.
Together with a
few pieces of
fresh fruits,
yogurt is a light
and refreshing
dessert or the
basis for a healthy
muesli.”

MEP Norbert Lins (EPP, Germany)
Newly elected chair of the AGRI
Committee

EU Commission and member
states reflect on national
origin labelling decrees
“This EU Commission seminar in Mexico was perfectly
organized and very, very well timed. Since EU

Last week, Director Sabine Juelicher (DG Sante)
chaired a meeting dedicated to reflect and analyse
the national testing phases on mandatory origin
labelling for milk, dairy and meat. It was the

2

#12 / 2019
C o n n e c t

t o

t h e

w o r l d

o f

d a i r y

opportunity for stakeholders and sectors to share
their experience with these. EDA Director for Food,
Environment and Health, Hélène Simonin, gave a
presentation, questioning the reasoning and result
of the analysis with regards to support of
consumers, economic impact and the burden of
cost that may well go to the weakest in the chain.
Voluntary origin indications can add value where
these are relevant and feasible. However,
mandatory decreases the benefits and affordability
of dairy – possibly for the population needing good
nutrition first, and then at farmers’ level.
European Dairy Association
@EDA_Dairy
Hélène Simonin, @EDA_Dairy Director for Food,
Environment and Health: sharing the reality of the
dairy production and economic data with
@EU_Commission and member states on origin
indications. #addedvalue VS. #whopaystheprice

Civil Society Dialogue with
the Director-General for
Trade Sabine Weyand
Last week, EDA attended the European
Commission’s Civil Society Dialogue with the
Director-General for Trade Sabine Weyand.
Ms. Weyand used this meeting to present her
priorities, including the preservation of the
multilateral rules-based trade system and the
European Commission’s efforts to modernize the
WTO. She also announced that the Commission
will partly switch its focus with less emphasis on
new free trade agreements and that they will
devote greater attention to the implementation
and enforcement of the existing agreements.

The texts of the EU-Mercosur comprehensive
trade agreement will be published before legal
scrubbing with an expected Council signature
next year. While trying to ease the tensions
between actors acting outside of the rule based
system, this will give DG Trade and its new
Director-General a lot on their plate.

Evaluation of the European Commission’s Civil Dialogue
Groups
EDA took part in a workshop organised last week by the consortium in charge of the evaluation of the Civil
Dialogue Groups (CDGs).
The aim was to provide a first overview of the results of the policy study and to discuss a selection of the
main outcomes in smaller break-out groups. These included discussions on the five tasks of the CDGs, the
balanced representation and selection procedure of member organisations, the chairing, format and organisation of the meetings, and the architecture of the CDGs in relation to the effective stakeholder consultation. The final report that will include recommendations should be published before the end of the year.
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EU Dairy: Shaping the
European Landscape

►
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