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EDA Dairy Policy
Conference 2019
The EU Dairy landscape 2019-2024
#dairylandscape
Yesterday, EDA held its Annual Dairy Policy Conference in Scotland House, with over 150
dairy executives and experts from Europe and beyond.
Two months before the European elections of May 2019, our outstanding speakers debated on our ‘EU
Dairy landscape 2019-2024’ together with Barbara Otte-Kinast (Minister of Food, Agriculture and
Consumer Protection, Lower Saxony), Tom Tynan (cabinet EU Commissioner Phil Hogan), Matthias
Bourdeau (Cargill Marketing Manager Europe, Middle East, Africa), Valentina Zanetti (Zanetti spa / co
-chair of ASSOLATTE’s “Young Dairy Committee”), and candidates for the 2019 EP elections Max
Schulman (Finland), Christian Staat (Germany) and Bert-Jan Ruissen (Netherlands).

EDA chair Michel Nalet opened our
conference
highlighting
the
responsibility of the next European
Parliament legislature “to ensure a
regulatory and political landscape for
the EU Dairy sector to continue its
success story”. On the same occasion,
EDA launched its EDA focus on the
European Elections of May 2019.

► click here

Barbara
Otte-Kinast,
Minister
of
Agriculture of Lower Saxony, n°1 ‘milk
land’ in Germany, stressed that dairy policy
should take all Member States into account,
favouring unity. On another note, the minister
underlined that milk is part of healthy diets
and that the sector is strong in adapting to
consumers’ requests: “In Lower Saxony, we
inaugurated a nutrition center as a part of a
strategy to inform consumers on an healthy
food consumption”.
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Cargill has indeed observed how sustainability
became mainstream at the same level as nutrition:
“The demand for green label will drive innovation
and consumers will go on scanning labels” ►
Cargill's White Paper on the shifting global
dairy market is available online.

Tom Tynan (cabinet EU Commissioner Phil Hogan)
offered his view on our Dairy Horizon 2024,
summing up the 5 pillars of EU agri-trade policy:
“removing SPS barriers, economic diplomacy, trade
missions, promotion policy and our Common
Agricultural Policy”.

Matthias Bordeau (Cargill Marketing Manager
Europe, Middle East, Africa) shared insights from
consumers trends regarding dairy products.
Matthias showed that dairy products are
successfully riding the wave of numerous consumer
trends worldwide. This is also true when it comes to
sustainability as a core priority.

Valentina Zanetti from Zanetti spa and co-Chair
of the Italian Young Entrepreneurs Committee
opened our conference sharing the unique legacy
of quality and value of her dairy heritage. The
young Italian entrepreneuse
stressed the importance of
promoting and supporting
the Single Market: “To my
fellow young entrepreneurs:
we have the duty to ensure
that Europe continues to be
the open and united basis
for our ambitions and our
businesses !”

► Check out our
Annual Report

Policy discussion and
debate on the EU Dairy
Horizon 2024 with EDA
chair Michel Nalet and
candidates for the 2019
EP elections: Max
Schulman (Finland),
Christian Staat
(Germany) and Bert-Jan
Ruissen (Netherlands) from left to right.
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“Agriculture is the backbone of
Europe. The key question today
that we need to answer is: how
do we find a future-proof
business model for farmers in
which they can flourish? I am
committed to find solutions at
European level.“

Bert-Jan Ruissen
(Netherlands)
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“Wherever rural and urban Europe show signs
to fall apart, we have to build bridges. The
agri-food sector, the farmers and the agrifood chain, are called to help us, the
politicians, to improve our performance here,
but they are also called to improve their ways
of explaining the agri-food world to an
urbanised public. I am ready to face this
challenge and I am looking forward to
working with all of you in the agri-food chain.
Christian Staat (Germany)

“As a professional in the
cereal business, I have quite
some experience in the
international agri-food
business and in trade. Trade
is one of the key pillars for
the future of our EU agri-food
sector. And I am convinced
that EU milk and dairy are
well equipped for this
journey.”
Max Schulman (Finland)

“We have to be
activists for
Europe!”
EDA chair Michel Nalet
concluding our EDA
Annual Policy
Conference.
DG AGRI director Michael Scannell (markets and observatories) in the centre of the EDA Presidents’ Lunch just
before our EDA Dairy Policy Conference #dairylanscape with (right to left) ASSIFONTE President Ludwig Rupp,
Eucolait President Jack F. Baynes, EDA chair Michel Nalet and EWPA President Fraser Tooley.

EDA/ASSIFONTE Annual Convention 2019
‘EU Dairy – Shaping the European Landscape’
16›18 October 2019 in Vienna (Austria)
hosted by Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter
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