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“A Europe that protects” 
When taking over the EU Presidency, the Austrians can build on the work done by Bulgaria 
and Estonia on the many and complex issues of geo-strategic importance, like security 
and migration or the United Nations “Agenda 2030” for sustainable development, to name 
a few of the overarching challenges for Europe.

“A Europe that protects” will also include the delicate discussions on the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework of the Union and the management of the Brexit process (in 2017, Austrian dairy products 
worth more than 4 mio € were enjoyed in the UK). 

“A Europe that protects” must be a strong European Union : in times where the European project 
has lost its popular support in parts of Europe, the Austrian Presidency is called to protect and develop 
the European project. 

Different national approaches have weakened the Single Market principle over the past years 
(mandatory origin labelling or discriminating nutrition labelling).

Austrian dairy products for a total value of more than 800 mio € are sold each year within the EU Single 
Market – this is more than 20% of the turnover of the Autrian lactosphère).

At international level, we have seen unprecedented 
progress in trade negotiations (Austrian dairy 
exports to third countries are steadily increasing 
and reached 22 million euros in value in 2017). 

And when it comes to developing a strong dairy 
sector, Austria has an impressive success record 
– based on the EU Single market, on our Common 
Agricultural Policy and on international trade.

Ein Hoch auf Europa 
und ein Hoch auf die Milch

Foreword

Michel Nalet
EDA President 

Alexander Anton
EDA Secretary General
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Elisabeth Köstinger 
Minister for Sustainability and Tourism, Austria

The Austrian Presidency  
of the Council of European Union

“A Europe that protects“ is the leitmotiv of the 
Austrian EU Presidency starting in July 2018. In 
recent years, the EU has had to deal with several 
crises that have shaken citizen’s confidence in 
the European Union as a Union that guarantees 
peace and security. Therefore, Austria will choose 
this keynote for its Presidency.

Austria will build on the progress reached by the Estonian 

and Bulgarian Presidency, such as security, migration or 

the United Nations “Agenda 2030” for sustainable development.

When it comes to dairy and agriculture, the latest legislative 

proposals of the EU Commission, especially the ‘Hogan 

reform’ of the Common Agricultural Policy (‘The Future of 

Food and Farming’), the proposal for a European framework 

for tackling Unfair Trading Practices and the EU Protein 

Plan will require all diplomatic skills of the Austrian Presidency : 

with EU elections scheduled 23-26 May 2019 and a new 

European Commission end of 2019, the timeframe for 

discussions at Council level is a very tight one. 

Milk remains the white gold  
for the next decade 
The medium and long term prospects for the dairy market 

underline this statement. 

To enable this quality and competitiveness are core issues. 

100% of the milk delivered to Austrian dairies is produced 

GMO-free, 68% originates from mountain areas, 16% is 

organic milk and around 15% Haymilk (g.t.S.). 

Austrian dairy products for a total value of almost 1.200 

million € were exported last year – this is more than 43% 

of the turnover of the Austrian dairy industry. The focus lies 

on the EU Single Market with a share of 88 % of the export 

value. Nevertheless developments at international level and 

opportunities in global trade are key elements for the prosperity 

of the EU dairy sector. 
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The Austrian Presidency of the Council of European Union

The Austrian Presidency  
of the Council of European Union
In July 2018 Austria will take over the Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union for the third time. The priority objectives of the Austrian Presidency in the 

field of agriculture will be the modernization of the Common Agriculture Policy 

after 2020, as well as the Commission’s proposal on the food supply chain. 

In addition, the Presidency will focus on veterinary and phytosanitary issues, 

forestry and fisheries. Austria will do its best to act as an honest broker in 

order to successfully bring forward the files.

The main priority of the Austrian Presidency will be the modernization 

and simplification of the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

based on the Commission’s Communication “the Future of Food and 

Farming”, as well as on the legislative proposals presented on 1 June. 

The goal is to safeguard the CAP as a common strategic policy, 

while allowing Member states greater flexibility and subsidiarity. 

The aim is to find the right balance between well-established 

measures and new, innovative approaches. The Austrian Presidency 

will also continue to observe the situation of agricultural markets, 

in particular in sensitive sectors such as the dairy market. 

Concerning international trade negotiations and agreements, 

the Commission will be asked to regularly provide the Council 

with information on the state of play of the bilateral and 

multilateral trade negotiations.

The commission presented its legislative proposal on 

the crucial issue of improving the EU food supply chain 

in April 2018. Austria will build on the progress reached 

by the Bulgarian Presidency and will focus on 

strengthening the position of agricultural producers 

in the food supply chain. The main points of this 

discussion will be the unfair business practices 

along the supply chain and the sustainable 

strengthening of weaker business partners.

Based on the progress of the Bulgarian 

Presidency, Austria will continue the trilogue 

negations with the European Parliament 

on the Regulation on Spirit Drinks with a 

view to reach a conclusion.
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At the beginning of the Austrian Presidency, the members 

of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) will define their priorities in the forestry sector for the 

next two years. In September, the Forest Europe Round 

Table Meeting will deliberate on the possible reopening of 

negotiations on a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in 

Europe. The Austrian Presidency will be responsible for the 

coordination of the EU positions of both meetings and will 

also represent the European Union during negotiations. 

Additional relevant dossiers include the Review of the EU 

Forest Strategy, the United Nations Forest Forum (UNFF), 

Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 

and the EU Deforestation Action Plan.

The year 2018 is marked by the implementation of the new 

Plant Health and Control Regulation with over 20 delegated 

or implementing acts to be finalized in 2019. Preparations 

for the first International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) 2020 of the 

United Nations will intensify during the Austrian Presidency.

In the area of consumer protection, veterinary matters and 

animal welfare the focus will be the continuation on submitted 

legislative proposals, such as the veterinary medicinal 

products and medicated feed package.

In view of its importance, Austria will follow up the work on 

the implementing acts and delegates acts on consumer 

protection, animal health and Official Controls Regulations 

adopted in 2016 and 2017. In this context, a focus will be 

on better networking among Member States in the area of 

food safety.

With regard to the Commission’s proposal on transparency 

and sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food 

chain, Austria will intensively pursue the discussions. The 

focus will be on improving the transparency of the authorization 

procedures, implemented by the European Food Safety 

Authority, in order to increase and to empower the population’s 

confidence in the European food policy.

Elisabeth Köstinger 
Minister for Sustainability and Tourism, Austria
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THE MAIN  
PRODUCTS

Cheese : 200,737 tonnes
Butter : 36,659 tonnes

543,421  

dairy cows

20 cows per milk farmer

120,000 kg milk per farm

3.3 million tonnes 
milk delivery per year

100% GMO-free

78% from 
mountain and 
disadvantaged area

16.5% organic milk

15% hay milk

86  milk processing 
enterprises

109 milk pants

4,910 staff

THE MAIN PRODUCTS  
PER HEAD 

CONSUMPTION

Liquid milk 76.6 kg
Butter 5.3 kg

Cheese 23.0 kg

The Austrian dairy 
sector in numbers

`

6,097 kg 
average milk yield  
per cow per year

27,500 
dairy farms

8.8 million 
population of Austria

Introduction to 
The Austrian Dairy Sector
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For Austria as an alpine country with 78% of the milk production 

in less favored and mountainous areas the dairy sector is 

a key sector for these areas, the dairy sector is responsible 

for keeping and safeguarding the area – and that’s the basis 

also for the tourism in the mountainous areas of Austria, 

the most important sector there.

In Austria 27,500 dairy farms produce 3.3 mio tonnes of 

milk. At the beginning of the membership of the European 

Union there were 84,000 dairy farms which shows the big 

structural development. The structure of the farms in Austria 

today is with an average of 20 cows still quite small, which 

also means high costs on farm level and also higher costs 

for the processing and logistic sector. The Austrian farmers 

are devoted to sustainable production, they take part in 

voluntary quality and environmental schemes. According 

to international studies the Austrian Dairy sector shows a 

very low carbon footprint due to a sustainable dairy production.

Since it is not possible to organize big dairy producing structures 

in the mountainous areas the focus has been laid on certain 

quality schemes: Up to now 16.5% of the milk is organic, 15% 

hay milk (which got EU protection G.T.S recently), further since 

10 years the whole Austrian milk is produced without GMOs, 

we also don’t use soy from overseas and avoid certain critical 

pesticides on the farms. In the Austrian dairy sector also 

palm-oil products are not used as feed material. In the last 

time there have been developed new programs on animal 

welfare, the Austrian dairy sector makes use of the “AMA 

Gütezeichen”, a voluntary and state controlled quality and 

The Austrian Dairy Sector  
A story of success

origin scheme, which you can find on most of the products. 

Finally the Austrian dairy industry takes part in a lot of international 

quality awards and is very proud to get a lot of prices there. 

Also the processing sector had big changes since membership 

in the European Union. The processing sector is mostly 

cooperative based but there are also private companies. 

There have been a lot of restructuring and focusing on 

certain products, a lot of investments also were made on 

innovations to keep and develop high quality milk products. 

The processing sector also is still medium and small structured 

in comparison to other countries, even if there have taken 

place a lot restructuring processes. The strategy of the 

Austrian dairy sector is to produce mainly consumer ready 

products, for this a lot of investments had to be taken, also 

to have regional based products and products which show 

the different quality schemes.

Not only the production of milk showed an increase, we 

also saw a remarkable growth in cheese consumption which 

grew from 13 kilogram to 23 kilogram per capita, whereas 

the liquid sector is roughly stable.

The production evolved from 2.2 mio tonnes in 1994 to 3.3 

mio tonnes nowadays. The Austrian production amounts 

roughly 2% of the European production. As a small country 

in the middle of Europe the Austrian dairy industry also 

showed a high international performance as nowadays 

roughly 50% of our products are sold outside, 90% in the 

European market, 30% of our products are imported.

When in 1995 Austria joined the European Union the prospects for the development of the Austrian 
Dairy Sector were not optimistic. Coming from an environment with high regulated markets, very 
limited possibilities for exports, small structures and high costs the challenge to join the high 
competitive European market was very high – and this for a country with a long history and great 
tradition for dairy products.
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The Austrian Dairy Sector - A story of success

The high quality engagement of the Austrian dairy industry has succeeded to a 

mostly better price for the farmers in comparison to the European average, especially 

in the time of severe European milk crises, which is also a crucial issue as the 

Austrian farms have higher costs due to additional obligations in the production. 

The exports showed a big increase when joining the European Union only 8% 

of the milk was sold outside the country, nowadays up to 50% are sold abroad. 

The main export countries are Germany which takes roughly 50% of the 

exports and second largest outside destination is Italy. 

For the future prospects: For Austria the dairy sector is essential, so there 

is a common sense to support the dairy sector which provides beside 

high quality products also the landscape and the rural area in a good 

condition for the inhabitants and also as basis for the tourism. The 

Austrian dairy sector is devoted to quality, the consumer in Austria 

and increasingly also in other countries are sensitive and looking 

for special qualities, which are based on sustainability, animal 

welfare and avoiding critical substances and methods in the 

production and processing of the milk. For this the Austrian dairy 

sector is also in favor of explaining the quality to the consumer 

and also the provenance of the food. For a good further 

development of the sector the common agricultural policy 

has to provide certain guidelines which support a sustainable 

dairy sector especially in less favored areas due to higher 

costs and natural constraints and supports the production 

of quality based products. 

Johann Költringer
Director Austrian Dairy 

Association (VÖM)
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France

National Delegations Board Members

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
AT – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk 
Zadarska 80/V, 
HR - Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

Mejeriforeningen 
Danish Dairy Board
Agrofood Park 13
DK-8200 Aarhus N

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
FR - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
DE - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
DE – 10117 Berlin

Czech & Moravian  
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10 

Potravinářská komora České republiky 
(Federation of the Food and Drink  
Industries of the Czech Republic) 
Počernická 96/272 
CZ - 108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Helmut Petschar - CEO
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
AT - 9800 Spittal/Drau

Mr Renaat Debergh - Secretary General
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven

Mr Dalibor Janda, President
CroMilk, 
Zadarska 80/V, 
HR - Zagreb

Mr Kasper Thormod Nielsen
Arla Foods amba
Sønderhøj 14
DK-8260 Viby J

Mr Frédéric Chausson
ATLA - Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
FR - 75314 - Paris Cedex 09 

Mr Ingo Müller - CEO
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
DE - 28199 Bremen 

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

 Belgium

 Croatia (partner member)        contact

 Denmark

 France

 Germany

Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy 
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries 
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Ms Riitta Brandt - VP Corporate External Relations
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio 

 Finland

 Czech Republic

Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

Mr Maido Solovjov – CEO Valio Estonia
c/o Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

 Estonia

 Austria

SEVGAP 
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
340 Kifissias Av.
EL - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Dr Christos Apostolopoulos - President
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
EL - 340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό

 Greece
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EDA Members

National Delegations Board Members

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise 
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
LU - 1013 Luxembourg

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
ES - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Dairy UK 
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org

ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka) 
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

FENALAC - Federação Nacional das 
Cooperativas de Produtores de Leite
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL - Associação Nacional Dos Industriais  
De Lacticínios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
PT - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Mr Gilles Gérard
Luxlait Association Agricole 
LU – 7501 Mersch

Mr Werner Buck 
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551 
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

Mr Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
SI - 1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Mr Stanislav Voskár
SMZ President

Mr Antoni Bandrés 
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
ES - 08029 Barcelona - Spain

Mr Jonas Carlberg
Head of Milk Policy Division
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

Dr Judith Bryans - CEO
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

Mr Marek Murawski 
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Mr Fernando Cardoso - Secretary General
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto

 Luxembourg

 Netherlands

 Slovenia

 Spain

 Sweden

 United Kingdom

 Poland

 Portugal

Slovenský mliekarenský zväz (SMZ)
Záhradnícka 21
SK - 811 07 Bratislava

 Slovakia (partner member)        contact

ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20 
IT - 20135 Milano 
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti 
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
IT - 24040 Lallio

 Italy

Dairy Industry Ireland
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Conor Mulvihill - director 
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3

 Ireland
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EDA Brussels’ team

Alexander Anton 
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 43 
+32 (0)475 59 04 22

aanton@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food,

Environment & Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 45

+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Bénédicte Masure
Deputy 

Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 44 

+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Statistics & 

Communication 
Coordinator

+32 (0)2 549 50 47
lvitali@euromilk.org

Maria 
Libertini

Junior 
Policy Offi cer

+32 (0)2 549 50 48
mlibertini@euromilk.org

Pauline 
Gautun

Junior 
Policy Offi cer

+32 (0)2 549 50 80
pgautun@euromilk.org

Alberto 
Babolin
Junior 

Policy Offi cer
+32 (0)2 549 50 42

ababolin@euromilk.org

Edoardo Brunoni
Junior 

Food Law Advisor
ebrunoni@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Offi ce Manager, 

Assistant to 
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Flora Dewar 
Offi cer 

Trade & Economics
+32 (0)2 549 50 46

fdewar@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Nutrition, Health 

& Food Law Offi cer
On maternity leave
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EDA 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

2018
DUBLIN • IRELAND

EDA/ASSIFONTE 
Annual Convention 2018

‘A Green Future for European Dairy’

Dublin, Ireland 15›16 November 2018

Visit www.eda2018.eu

www.euromilk.org 
Tel  +32 2 549 50 40
eda@euromilk.org

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels
Belgium

The European Dairy Association represents  
the interests of dairy processors in the European Union

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION


