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“Cohesion, a shared European value”
is the overall leitmotiv of the Romanian EU Presidency that will start on 1st January 2019. And 
indeed, the final decision on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the European 
Parliament elections scheduled for 23-26 May 2019 and especially the ‘historical’ Brexit date 
of 29 March 2019 will for sure be good moments for focussing on the values of the Union 
during the Romanian EU Presidency.

“This is a mandate of unprecedented importance and responsibility. Romania is a pro-European state and society”, 
underlined the Romanian Prime minister and former MEP Viorica Dăncilă. The 2019 work programme is prepared in 
a EU 27 set-up and for the European lactosphère, the Union’s focus on a “future-proof single market” and on the “way 
towards a sustainable Europe by 2030” are of huge importance. Next to the new CAP proposal, the legislative projects 
on water quality, on plastic reduction and on the Emission Trading System (ETS) are maintained on the 2019 EU 
institutions’ priority work programme. The Romanian EU Presidency has also planned to keep the momentum in the 
well advanced dossier on Unfair Trading Practices – a first meeting is scheduled for 10th January 2019.

The EU work programme will shape our EDA activities at Brussels level.

But, for sure, we will continue to support the EU Commission services at DG TRADE and DG AGRI level in their efforts 
to make progress in the negotiation of free trade agreements. The High Level Mission of EU Commissioner Phil Hogan 
to Gulfood Fair in Dubai scheduled for February 2019 underlines to what extent the EU Commission is living the EU 
trade strategy.

The success story of Europe in this particular area must 
continue especially in these troubled times at international 
trade level and even if the institutional EU environment 
is up for a complete renewal in 2019 with the new European 
Parliament as of July 2019 and a new EU Commission 
as of November 2019.

Not only from a dairy perspective we fully agree with the 
statement of Romanian Prime minister Viorica Dăncilă: 
“The EU future is a topic of national interest for us, and 
this is why we are fully committed, with all energy, to it”.

As major players in the EU dairy sector, we are part of 
the civil society and conscious of our responsibility when 
it comes to defending and promoting the European project 
in 2019 and beyond; indeed, our EDA motto for 2019 
perfectly highlights our commitment:

“EU Dairy – Shaping the European Landscape  
2019 – 2024” 

Trăiască Europa, trăiască laptele
Vive l’Europe, vive le lait!

Foreword

Michel Nalet
EDA President 

Alexander Anton
EDA Secretary General
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Mrs. Viorica Dancila
Romanian Prime Minister

The Romanian Presidency  
of the Council of the European Union

Romania will in January 2019, for 
the first time since its accession to 
the EU in 2007, take up the responsibility 
as President of the Council of the 
European Union. The ongoing debate 
on the future of the Common Agriculture 
Policy (CAP) will ensure an ongoing 
and lively debate on how to secure 
a sustainable and competitive 
agricultural model for the Union. 
The further development of Europe’s 
attractive and growing industry will 
benefit our internal market and boost 
our international trade. Europe’s 
sixth consecutive year of economic 
recovery offers a unique chance to 
strengthen growth and competitiveness. 

The budget of the European Union, as determined by the 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), is a pivotal tool 
in achieving the objectives we have set and for delivering 
on the commitments made. Romania will play its role in 
facilitating the finalisation of negotiations on the MFF for 
the period 2021-2027, in close cooperation with the President 
of the European Council. 

Research and innovation are key priorities for the Romanian 
Presidency and the upcoming months offer a unique 

chance to work on integrated ecological approaches from 
farm to landscape level, increased health for plants and 
animals and to find new openings for rural growth. Romania 
looks forward to work together with the European Commission, 
Member States and all relevant actors in order to strengthen 
the agricultural sector as engine for this growth.
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The Romanian Presidency finds it furthermore important to look after and 
encourage current and future generations of farmers. Romania has the relative 
highest number of young farmers in Europe. The initiatives brought forward 
in the new CAP, and which are aimed at supporting young farmers are 
therefore welcomed by the Romanian Presidency. 

The current global trade developments show us the importance of a 
united and shared trade agenda in order to ensure a sustainable and 
fair growth for all Member States and for the Union as a whole. This 
commitment to open and fair trade, while strengthening the Union’s 
role as second largest economy in the world, offers new opportunities 
for EU companies and SMEs. The growth of our export to third 
countries should, of course, focus on the right balance between 
a demand for our safe and high-quality products, e.g. dairy in 

markets like China, and the right level of protection for sensitive 
sectors in our domestic market. The Presidency will ask the 
Commission to keep them updated on the state-of-play 
regarding ongoing bilateral and multilateral trade negotiations.

Romania is ready to ensure the effective and timely handling 
of work required by the Brexit process, fostering the unity 

of the 27 Member States. Romania looks, in light of this 
unity, forward to organising the EU summit that will be 

organized in Sibiu in 2019. This summit will be highlighted 
by a renewed commitment, from 27 heads of state 

and government from European countries, towards 
a more united, stronger and more democratic 
Union. 

The Romanian Presidency  
of the Council of European Union
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Total number of dairy cows: 

1,190,000 

average yield per cow  
per year: 

± 3 tonnes

Average farm size: 

2.4 cows

The Romanian dairy 
sector in numbers

Milk produced: 

4 million tonnes

Introduction to 
The Romanian Dairy Sector

604,000
dairy farms

19,640,000
population of Romania

The main products

Fresh dairy products 
liquid milk and cheese

Milk delivered: 

1 million tonnes
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The last years have been a turbulent time for the Romanian dairy 
sector. The abolishment of the milk quotas in the European Union, 
unfavorable weather conditions and, of course, the impact of the 
Russian embargo are ongoing challenges for the largest country 
in south-eastern Europe. There are, on the other hand, opportunities 
for Romanian dairy. 

The government is well aware of the importance of the dairy sector and 
acknowledges the fact that the dairying, the base occupation in rural and 
mountainous areas, ensures stable rhythmic revenues to livestock farmers 
and provides labour stability in these areas. Dairy products are furthermore 
considered strategic products with a high health benefit, especially for children.

The Romanian  
Dairy Sector
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In order to strengthen dairy, the Romanian government is 
actively promoting the expansion of the cattle sector in 
order to stimulate cow milk production. Farmers are 
encouraged to enhance domestic production and financial 
support is available for milk production. These measures 
shall at the same time contribute to the objective of ensuring 
food security to the population with milk and dairy products. 
The sector is transforming itself as Romania supports 
the efficient use of raw milk in order to attract investments 
that are necessary to achieve controllable dairy products 
with superior quality and shelf life which, on itself, will 
offer trade opportunities.

Romania is home to approximately 604,000 dairy farms 
with an average farm size of 2.4 cows per farm. The 
relatively small average herd size results in a limited 
delivery to dairies as the largest portion of milk goes to 
on-farm family consumption. Compared to other EU member 
states, Romania still ranks among the last in terms of 
average milk yields. With backyard farming as the dominant 
structure in the dairy market, the average yield per cow 
per year lies around the 3,000 kg.

The total annual production of cow milk exceeds 
4 million tonnes of which around 25% is 
delivered to dairies. The average milk price 
of farm-gate raw milk was euro 27.45. Romanian 
farmers produce, in addition to cow milk, also 
sheep milk, goat milk and buffalo milk. There 
is an upward trend in, mainly buffalo milk 
deliveries as the consumption is stimulated 
by an increasing demand from consumers. 
Sheep milk deliveries to dairies fluctuated 
around 320,000 tonnes, goat milk deliveries 
around 200,000 tonnes and buffalo deliveries 
around 15,000 tonnes. 

Milk and dairy products  
in industrial units

In 2017, as against the previous year, the quantity of raw 
cow milk collected by dairies or collection centres increased 
by 75,878 tonnes (+8.0%).

The quantity of imported raw milk increased in 2017 by 
6,977 tonnes (+5.4%) compared to the previous year.

In 2017, the production of the main dairy products registered 
an upward trend, the biggest increase in  production being 
recorded for milk powder with 319 tonnes (+15.5%).
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Significant increases in the production in 2017 against the 
previous year can be mentioned for: processed cheese with 

627 tonnes (+7.6%), acidified milk (yoghurt, drinking yoghurt 
and others) with 13,564 tonnes (+6.8%), cheese (including urda) 

with 3,493 tonnes (4.0%), drinking milk with 10,712 tonnes (+3.8%) 
and butter with 177 tonnes (+1.5%).

Also, the production of cheese obtained exclusively from cow milk 
(84.6% of the total cheese products) increased by 3,324 tonnes 

(+4.5%).

With a higher cheese production in 2017, compared to 2016, cream 
production decreased by 3,735 tonnes (-5.3%).

The biggest quantities of cow milk were collected in the Centre (37.2%), 
North-East (22.2%) and NorthWest (19.2%).

Drinking milk was prevalently produced in the Centre (46.9%), North-West 
(23.5%), West (12.9%) and North-East (over 12.0%).

The regions Centre, Bucharest-Ilfov and North-West hold over 75.0% of the 
production of fresh dairy products (cream and acidified milk): Centre (36.0%), 

Bucharest-Ilfov (over 23.0%) and North-West (17.6%).

The biggest butter quantities were produced in the Centre (53.4%), West (over 20.0%), 
North-West (11.6%) and North-East (9.5%).

Cheese was mainly produced in the Centre (37.7%), North-East (25.1%), North-West 
(16.5%), South-East (9.2%) and South-Muntenia (8.4%)1.

1. Romanian National Institute of statistics http://www.insse.ro/cms/sites/default/files/com_presa/com_pdf/prod_carne_lapte17e.pdf
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EDA Members
EDA President: Mr Michel Nalet - Lactalis - 10 rue Adolphe Beck - F 53089 LAVAL CEDEX 9, France

National Delegations Board Members

VÖM (Vereinigung Österreichischer Milchverarbeiter)
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Raiffeisen-Platz 1
AT – 1020 Wien
www.voem.or.at

CBL (Confédération Belge de l’Industrie Laitière)
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven - www.bcz-cbl.be

Association of Croatian Purchasers & Processors of Milk - CroMilk 
Zadarska 80/V, 
HR - Zagreb
www.cromilk.hr

Mejeriforeningen 
Danish Dairy Board
Agrofood Park 13
DK-8200 Aarhus N

ATLA
Maison du Lait
42, rue de Châteaudun
FR - 75314 Paris Cedex 09 - www.atla.asso.fr

MIV (Milchindustrie-Verband)
Jägerstraße 51
DE - 10117 Berlin
www.milchindustrie.de

DRV (Deutscher Raiffeisenverband)
Pariser Platz 3
DE – 10117 Berlin

Czech & Moravian  
Dairy Association
V Olšinách 75
CZ - 100 00 Praha 10 

Potravinářská komora České republiky 
(Federation of the Food and Drink  
Industries of the Czech Republic) 
Počernická 96/272 
CZ - 108 03 Praha 10 - Malešice.

Mr Helmut Petschar 
Kärntnermilch reg.Gen.m.b.H.
Villacher Strasse 92
AT - 9800 Spittal/Drau

Mr Renaat Debergh
BCZ - CBL vzw/asbl
Kolonel Begaultlaan 1A bus 11
BE - 3012 Leuven

Mr Dalibor Janda
CroMilk, 
Zadarska 80/V, 
HR - Zagreb

Mr Kasper Thormod Nielsen
Arla Foods amba
Sønderhøj 14
DK-8260 Viby J

Mr Frédéric Chausson
SODIAAL
1, rue des Italiens
FR-75009 Paris

Mr Ingo Müller
DMK Deutsches Milchkontor GmbH
Flughafenallee 17
DE - 28199 Bremen 

Mr Jan Teplý
Madeta a.s.
Rudoflovská 246/83
CZ - 37050 Ceské Budejovice

 Belgium

 Croatia (partner member)	        contact

 Denmark

 France

 Germany

Finnish Milk Processors and Dairy 
Products Wholesalers Association
Meijeritje 6
PO Box 10
FI-00039 VALIO

Finnish Food & Drink Industries 
Federation,
P.O. Box 115, Pasilankatu 2
FI - 00241 HELSINKI - www.etl.fi

Ms Riitta Brandt 
Valio International Ops.
P.O. Box 10
FI - 00039 Valio 

 Finland

 Czech Republic

Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

Mr Maido Solovjov
c/o Estonian Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce
J. Vilmsi 53g, Tallinn
EE-10147 Estonia

 Estonia

 Austria

SEVGAP 
Hellenic Association of Milk & Dairy Products Industry
340 Kifissias Av.
EL - 154 51 Neo Psychiko - Athens

Dr Christos Apostolopoulos
Ηellenic Association of Milk and Dairy Products Industry
EL - 340, Kifissias Avenue 154 51, Νέο Ψυχικό

 Greece
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EDA Members

National Delegations Board Members

A.L.L. Association Laitière Luxembourgeoise 
7 rue Alcide de Gasperi
BP 1304
LU - 1013 Luxembourg

NZO (Nederlandse Zuivel Organisatie)
Benoordenhoutseweg 46,
NL – 2596 BC Den Haag
www.nzo.nl

Slovene Dairy Association
Dimiceva 9
SI – 1000 Ljubljana
www.slovenskomleko.com

FENIL - Federacion Nacional de Industrias Lacteas
Ayala 10 - 1, Izqda
ES - 28001 Madrid
www.fenil.org

Federation of Swedish Farmers,
SE - 105 33 Stockholm
www.lrf.se

Dairy UK 
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP
www.dairyuk.org

ZPPM (Zwiazek Polskich Przetwórców Mleka)
Association of Private Dairy Processors
ul. Zlota 59, budynek Lumen, pietro 6
PL - 00-120 Warszawa - www.zppm.pl

KZSM (Krajowy Związek Spółdzielni Mleczarskich)
National Union of Dairy Co-operatives
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.kzsm.org.pl

KSM (Krajowe Stowarzyszenie Mleczarzy)
Dairy Technology Diploma Holders Association
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw - www.mlekoland.com

PIM – (Polska Izba Mleka) 
Polish Chamber of Milk
ul. Mickiewicza 7/23
PL - 15-213 Białystok - www.izbamleka.pl

FENALAC - Federação Nacional das 
Cooperativas de Produtores de Leite
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto - www.fenalac.pt

ANIL - Associação Nacional Dos Industriais  
De Lacticínios
Rua de Santa Teresa 2 - C2
PT - 4050 Porto - www.anilact.pt

Mr Gilles Gérard
Luxlait Association Agricole 
LU – 7501 Mersch

Mr Werner Buck 
RoyalFrieslandCampina
P.O. 1551 
NL 3800 BN Amersfoort

Mr Tomaž Žnidarič
Ljubljanske Melkarne
Tolstojeva 63
SI - 1000 Ljubljana - Slovenia

Mr Stanislav Voskár
SMZ President

Mr Antoni Bandrés 
Danone
Buenos Aires 21
ES - 08029 Barcelona - Spain

Ms Lisa Ehde
Federation of Swedish Farmers
SE - 105 33 Stockholm

Dr Judith Bryans 
Dairy UK
210 High Holborn
UK - London WC1V 7EP

n.n.
KZSM
ul. Hoza 66/68
PL - 00-682 Warsaw

Mr Fernando Cardoso
Fenalac
Rua Alexandre Herculano, 351, 1°
PT – 4000-055 Porto

 Luxembourg

 Netherlands

 Slovenia

 Spain

 Sweden

 United Kingdom

 Poland

 Portugal

Slovenský mliekarenský zväz (SMZ)
Záhradnícka 21
SK - 811 07 Bratislava

 Slovakia (partner member)	        contact

ASSOLATTE
Via Adige 20 
IT - 20135 Milano 
www.assolatte.it

Mr Attilio Zanetti 
Zanetti spa
Via Madonna 1
IT - 24040 Lallio

 Italy

Dairy Industry Ireland
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3 - www.ibec.ie

Mr Conor Mulvihill 
Confederation House
84-86 Lower Baggot Street
IE - Dublin 3

 Ireland
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EDA Brussels’ team

Alexander Anton 
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 43 
+32 (0)475 59 04 22

aanton@euromilk.org

Hélène Simonin
Director Food, 

Environment & Health
+32 (0)2 549 50 45

+32 (0)473 13 81 32
hsimonin@euromilk.org

Bénédicte Masure
Deputy  

Secretary General
+32 (0)2 549 50 44 

+32 (0)478 56 41 48
bmasure@euromilk.org

Léa Vitali
Statistics & 

Communication 
Coordinator

+32 (0)2 549 50 47
lvitali@euromilk.org

Maria  
Libertini

Junior  
Policy Officer

+32 (0)2 549 50 48
mlibertini@euromilk.org

Pauline  
Gautun

Junior  
Policy Officer

+32 (0)2 549 50 80
pgautun@euromilk.org

Alberto  
Babolin
Junior  

Policy Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 42

ababolin@euromilk.org

Edoardo  
Brunoni

Junior Food  
Law Advisor 

ebrunoni@euromilk.org

Claudine Hansen
Office Manager, 

Assistant to  
Secretary General

+32 (0)2 549 50 41
chansen@euromilk.org

Laurens van Delft
Senior Trade  

& Economics Officer
+32 (0)2 549 50 46

lvandelft@euromilk.org

Kinga Adamaszwili
Senior Nutrition,  

Health and Food  
Law Officer

+32 (0)2 549 50 80
kadamaszwili@euromilk.org
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www.euromilk.org 
Tel +32 2 549 50 40
eda@euromilk.org

Avenue d’Auderghem 22-28
1040 Brussels
Belgium

The European Dairy Association is the voice  
of dairy processors in the European Union

EUROPEAN DAIRY ASSOCIATION

Confirmed speakers include: 

Barbara Otte-Kinast (Minister of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection, Lower Saxony), 

Tom Tynan (cabinet EU Commissioner Phil Hogan), Florent Courau (Director General JD.COM), 

Valentina Zanetti (Zanetti spa / co-chair of ASSOLATTE’s “Young Dairy Committee”), and candidates 

for the 2019 EP elections including Max Schulman (Finland) and Tilman Kuban (Germany)

‘The EU Dairy  
Landscape 2019-2024’

EDA Policy Conference
Wednesday, 20th March 2019, Brussels
14.30 – 18.00 

. . . followed by our Annual 
EDA/ASSIFONTE Cheese Buffet.

New Venue: Scotland House, Rond-Point Schuman 6, 1040 Brussels (BE)

 eda.euromilk.org	   #dairylandscape   @EDA_Dairy            eda@euromilk.org


