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In November, the German Members of the European 

Parliament from the EPP group gathered in Berlin for 

their annual “Let’s talk economy” meeting, where we 

had organized a ‘agri-MEP’ meeting with the CEOs of 

the German Farmers Association (DBV), the German 

Cooperative Association (DRV) and the German 

Dairy Association (MIV). 

“In a time where we discuss in Brussels the future of the 

European agri-food sector and its new European 

framework, we simply need to be in permanent contact 

with the stakeholders”, concluded MEP Norbert Lins 

(EPP, DE). 
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The Americas – Uncorking 

the Potential of European 

Dairy & Wine Excellence 

From left to right: Dr Björn Börgermann (CEO MIV), MEP 

Norbert Lins (EPP, DE), Melanie Wegener (DMK Group), MEP 

Stefan Köhler (EPP, DE), Dr. Oliver Baustian (MIV), MEP 

Christine Schneider (EPP, DE) and EDA’s Alexander Anton 

On 9 December, the EDA and CEEV (Comité Eu-

ropéen des Entreprises Vins) co-organised a high-

level event in the European Parliament, hosted by 

MEP Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez (EPP, ES) and MEP 

Dario Nardella (S&D, IT), the agri-coordinator of the 

S&D group. 

The EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Food 

Christophe Hansen, Deputy Director-General of DG 

Trade, Leopoldo Rubinacci, Marzia Varvaglione 

President of CEEV and EDA’s Alexander Anton un-

derlined in their speeches the importance of the EU–

Mercosur (trade) relationship. 

In his key-note, Commissioner Christophe Hansen 

highlighted the so-called safeguard measures and 

the protection of the European farming sector 

“When talking EU–Mercosur, we know that we have 

defensive sectors. That’s why we analysed the poten-

tial impact and established safeguard measures and 

have doubled the proposed budget with the Union 

Safety Net”. 

The Commissioner also touched on the new GI ac-

tion plan, the U.S.–EU relations and the EU Livestock 

Strategy. 

MEP agri & dairy meeting in 

Berlin  

EU Commissioner Christophe Hansen (centre) with (from right 

to left) Dr Ignacio Sánchez Recarte (CEO CEEV), Marzia 

Varvaglione (CEEV President), MEP Dario Nardella, MEP Juan 

Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, DDG Leopoldo Rubinacci and EDA’s 

Alexander Anton 

“The Americas remain one of the most dynamic 

and promising markets for dairy products, and the 

event explored advancing the ratification of the 

EU–Mercosur partnership agreement and consoli-

dating stable, forward-looking trade relations 

with the United States”, summarised EDA’s Alex-

ander Anton.  

“The event was a good and timely reminder that the 

EU needs a strong relation with the Americas, and here 

we need the EU-Mercosur trade agreement to ensure 

the long-term sustainability and competitiveness of our 

agri-food sector”, stated MEP Dario Nardella (S&D, 

IT) in his closing remarks. 

Read more on the event here. 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://eda.euromilk.org/highlight/283913/
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French dairy diplomacy 

excellence  

 

 

After his visit end of September 2025 in Washington 

DC, François-Xavier Huard, President and CEO of the 

French Dairy Industry Association (FNIL) was part of 

the business delegation of the French state visit to 

China last week: 

“The U.S. and China are important destinations for 

French and European dairy excellence. For both part-

ners, the trade framework has become less predictable 

over the past months and there is a need to better un-

derstand the dynamics. It was a huge honour to be in-

vited – together with a highest-level dairy delegation – 

to join the President of France, Emmanuel Macron, and 

the French Minister for Agriculture and Food Sover-

eignty Annie Genevard for the state visit to China.” 

French Minister for Agriculture and Food Sovereignty Annie 

Genevard with Alexandre Pasquet (Lactalis),  Olivier Delaméa, 

(CEO, Savencia) and François-Xavier Huard, President & CEO 

of FNIL, Bejing  

EDA Annual Convention video: 

the Farmers’ perspective 

The documentary shown at the EDA Annual 

Convention in Utrecht is now live! 

You may see the video here.  

It features testimonies of three European farmers: 

Jean-Luc Maeyaert (France), Susan Dijkshoorn (the 

Netherlands) and Eric Wilke (Germany) explained 

their vision of what sustainability means to them and 

how it impacts the way they manage their farms.  

Danish EU Presidency conference: 

Welfare of farm animals 2050 

Last week, the Danish 

Presidency of the 

Council of the EU 2025 

hosted a conference on 

the Welfare of Farm Animals in the EU of 2050.  

”There is a clear wish to review our common, but 20-

year-old, EU legislation on the welfare of production 

animals ”, stated the Danish Minister of Food, 

Agriculture and Fisheries Jacob Jensen in his opening 

speech. EU Commissioner for Health and Animal 

Welfare Olivér Várhelyi announced that the EU 

Commission “will strike the right balance in our 

legislative proposals on farm animal welfare, which we 

are aiming to adopt at the end of next year”. We are 

grateful to Katrine Lawaetz (Chief Veterinary Officer, 

Arla Foods), an expert within our EDA Animal Health & 

Welfare Task Force, who participated in this 

conference for the European lactopshère. 

Danish Minister of 

Agriculture Jacob Jensen 

with the EDA Dairy Focus 

on the Danish EU 

Presidency 

 Whenever I share a snack with friends 

or family, a good Manchengo cheese is 

always there. For me, nothing 

beats is—it’s a real icon of 

Spanish Cusine 

MEP Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez 

EPP, ES 

What’s your favourite dairy 
product? 

©: European Parliament  

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPgf7LY_W78&t=1s
https://www.linkedin.com/company/danish-eu-presidency/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/danish-eu-presidency/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/danish-eu-presidency/
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"You can’t beat the mar-

ket by detailed contracts 

and more regulation. 

Drawing on my experi-

ence as a dairy farmer, I see every day that the problem 

for farmers is not a lack of contracts – it’s a lack of 

competitiveness and too much bureaucracy," stated 

Danish Dairy Board (Danske Mejeriforeningen) Chair-

man Steen Nørgaard Madsen.  

“We appreciate that the EU Commission and the Euro-

pean Parliament want to listen to last year’s farmers’ 

protests – but we also want them to listen to the farm-

ers and the industry, when  they translate the messages 

from these protests into new legislation” he continued.  

The latest ife Discussion Paper 11/2025 provides an 

independent economic assessment of the European 

Parliament’s October 2025 proposal for Article 

148. The study concludes that the proposed cost-

based, index-driven contract rules would likely accel-

erate structural change among farms, create substan-

tial administrative and compliance burdens, reduce 

the competitiveness of the EU dairy chain, and intro-

duce uncertainty into existing cooperative and non-

cooperative delivery systems. 

This analysis shows that the proposed prescriptive 

requirements will not deliver more stability. The study 

also underlines the need for a flexible, proportionate 

and workable approach in trilogue. 

DDB Chairman Steen 

Nørgaard Madsen  

New IFE study on the propo-

sed changes of the Single 

Common Market Organisation 

EDA at the European Food 

Safety Authority’s Stake-

holder Forum 

EDA had the pleasure of 

attending the 2025 edition 

of European Food Safety 

Authority (EFSA)’s Stakeholder Forum which took 

place in Brussels on 24 November. This year, the focus 

was on how to further advance EU risk assessment 

and support EFSA in delivering faster outcomes while 

maintaining trust, independence and the highest 

standards of EFSA scientific opinions. The forum 

explored topics on:  

• Developing tailored guidance documents for 

applicants 

• Facilitating data submission processes and 

harmonizing future data formats across the EU 

agencies 

• Accelerating the assessment of innovative 

products 

EDA’s Kinga Adamaszwili moderated the second 

breakout session on unlocking the full potential of 

data and took part in a panel discussion to report 

back on the excellent dialogue that took place.  

EDA’s Kinga Adamaszwili at the European Food Safety 

Authority (EFSA)’s Stakeholder Forum  

https://www.ife-kiel.de/files/2025/12/ife-Discussion-Paper-No.-11.2025_EN.pdf


 4 

 

17 / 2025 

D a i r y  F l a s h  

Uniting dairy excellence & ambition  

Feed Life: the new initiative of 

Arla Foods 

“Competitiveness, simplification and deregulation is 

what the EU Commission has defined as its clear priori-

ty – this gives us confidence”, stated the Chairman of 

the Danish Dairy Board (Danske Mejeriforeningen), 

Steen Nørgaard Madsen at the opening of the not-

to-be missed Danish Christmas reception last week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanne Søndergaard, Senior Vice President of Arla 

Foods and EDA Board Member, inspired the at-

tendees with her speech on Arla's new initiative Feed 

Life: “Competitiveness, health and sustainability are the 

key pillars for the transformation of the EU food sys-

tems – and dairy is leading the way here. Our Arla 

Feed Life initiative embodies our commitment to en-

hancing both health and sustainability through nutri-

tious dairy products. Feed Life is a comprehensive ap-

proach that highlights the importance of nourishing 

lives by promoting healthy and sustainable food choic-

es, while also ensuring sustainable practices remain at 

the core of our mission, creating societal impact for 

many years to come”. 

Hanne Søndergaard, Senior Vice President of Arla Foods 

and EDA Board Member at the DDB Christmas reception  

 COP30: highlighting innova-

tive livestock solutions for cli-

mate mitigation 

On 19 November, EDA, in collaboration with the 

International Dairy Federation (IDF), Dairy Farmers 

of Canada (DFC), and the International Meat 

Secretariat (IMS), hosted a key side-event at COP30, 

the United Nations Climate Conference in Brazil. 

The session demonstrated how innovation in the 

industry is reducing dairy’s climate footprint and 

called for supportive policies and financing to scale 

these solutions.  

EDA’s Alberto Babolin in his 

contribution highlighted 

the dairy sector's role in 

sustainable food systems, 

emphasizing the industry’s 

commitment to reducing 

emissions through 

innovation and 

collaboration across the 

value chain, aligning with 

the EU and global climate 

goals.  

EDA’s Alberto Babolin at 

the COP30 in Belém, 

Brazil  

Pecorino di Pienza 

MEP Dario Nardella 

IT, S&D 

What’s your favourite dairy 

product? 

©: European Parliament  
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IPA Europe event 

highlights positive 

economic impact of a harmo-

nised EU regulatory frame-

work 

An IPA Europe event was held in Brussels on 2 

December. EU food policies do not sufficiently 

acknowledge the role of nutrition in improving public 

health, nor the preventive benefits of probiotic 

microorganisms was the central message. At the heart 

of the discussion was the new socio-economic 

assessment commissioned by IPA Europe and 

conducted by an external experts. The study examines 

how a more enabling regulatory framework for 

probiotic foods and food supplements could generate 

economic value—including potential reductions in 

healthcare costs. A two-page summary is available 

here. To have access to the  full study please send a 

mail to info@ipaeurope.org.  

Read the full press release here.  

EDA at the European Business 

Summit 

EDA’s Laurens van Delft joined a panel at the 

European Business Summit to discuss how Ukraine 

can strengthen food security in Europe and globally. 

The discussion, moderated by Olga Trofimtseva, 

Sector Lead Agriculture and Food Security at the 

Ukraine Facility Platform, highlighted the key role of 

the European dairy sector in resilient food systems 

and the need for strong EU–Ukraine cooperation. 

There was broad agreement on the importance of 

stable, rules-based trade to support recovery and 

long-term food security.  

EDA’s Laurens van Delft speaking at the European Business 

Summitt in Brussels  

EDA wishes you a 

 

Dairy Policy Conference  

Brussels March 25 2026 

Save the dates! 

EDA Annual Convention 2026  

Bratislava 14—16 October 

See you in 2026! 

https://www.ipaeurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025_12_02_2pager_IPA_Probiotics_Benefits.pdf
mailto:info@ipaeurope.org
https://www.ipaeurope.org/exploring-probiotics-in-the-eu-press-release-brussels-december-9-2025/

