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EDA Annual Convention 2026 in Bratislava 

14-16 October 

Flavio Coturni  

DG TRADE 

EU Commission 

Richard Takáč 

Minister of Agriculture 

and Rural Development 

of the Slovak Republic 

Marián Šolty 

SMZ President  

Albert de Groot 

EDA President 

Welcoming Session 

Join us at our Annual Convention 2026, taking 

place 14-16 October in Bratislava, Slovakia. Three 

days of dialogue, collaboration, and exchange, bring-

ing together experts and executives from the Euro-

pean lactosphère and beyond. Together with our 

partners, the Slovak Dairy Association (Slovenský 

mliekarenský zväz – SMZ) and ASSIFONTE, and un-

der the auspices of Richard Takáč, the Minister of 

Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak 

Republic, the Convention will be a unique platform 

for dialogue, collaboration, and exchange.   

“European Dairy: Local Roots and Global Compet-

itiveness” is the motto of the 2026 edition of our 

European Dairy Platform. Dairy leaders from all over 

Europe will debate on the state of our global com-

petitiveness and on the unrivalled quality of milk and 

dairy - we will discuss what is needed to ensure 

strong local roots and global competitivity. Our Bra-

tislava Annual Convention will once more provide a 

one-of-a-kind environment for thought-provoking 

discussions and high-level exchanges with dairy ex-

perts and executives from across our Union and be-

yond.  

Register at https://eda2026.eu/ 

Gold sponsors 

http://eda.euromilk.org/home.html
mailto:eda@euromilk.org
https://twitter.com/EDA_Dairy
https://eda2026.eu/
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Daniela Martini 

Associate Professor 

University of Milano  

Miquela L. Hanselman 

U.S. dairy policy specialist 

USDEC  

Neil Dunn 

Vice President, Food 

Packaging Solutions, 

EMEA,  

CRYOVAC  

Pietro Paganini 

President, Competere  

Adela Putinelu 

Senior Manager, Govern-

ment Affairs 

EMEA, CRYOVAC  

Gilles Froment 

IDF President 

Isabelle Pitter 

Chief Procurement & Supply Chain 

Officer 

Prolactal GmbH, Women in Dairy  

Piercristiano Brazzale 

CEO, Brazzale S.p.A 

Oisin Morrin 

CEO, Tippagral France 

Christoph Till 

Managing Director 

Meggle SK/CR/HU 

Ludovic Meilhac 

Expert partner Connecticut – 

Darien, McKinsey & Company  

Oleksandr Avramuk 

CEO, Lactalis UA  

Alex Henriksen 

Managing Director East Europe, 

Tetra Pak  

The first session, a panel session, ‘Local Roots and 

Global Competitiveness’, will explore how European 

dairy can build on its rich regional heritage while 

strengthening its position in an increasingly competi-

tive global dairy marketplace, featuring insights from 

European dairy industry captains.  

The session will also include ‘Ukraine Dairy: Europe-

an Roots and Global Competitiveness,’ offering a 

closer look at the Ukrainian dairy sector, ‘What’s on 

the mind of the CEO’s of dairy companies’ by 

McKinsey & Company, presentation by Tetra Pak, 

Europe’s biggest food & beverage packaging compa-

ny.  

Martin Polovka 

Food specialist 

NPPC  

Food Industry Department  

With international dairy leaders and researchers from 

the entire value chain, the afternoon session will ex-

plore how the dairy sector can continue to contribute 

to global nutrition and meet the evolving needs of 

consumers around the world. The session will be pre-

ceded by ‘Women in Dairy’, introducing the new 

network for creating a stronger network for women 

across the dairy value chain.  

Dairy Delivering Nutrition 

Excellence Across the World 

Moderator: Rose O’Donovan, AGRA FACTS 

 

Moderator: Kinga Adamaszwili, EDA 

 

Local Roots and Global 

Competitiveness   
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Uniting dairy excellence & ambition  

Next Generation 

Dairy farming: a Danish-

French dairy exchange  

The Vice Chairman of the Danish Food and Agricul-

ture Council, President of the Danish Dairy Board and 

Arla Foods Board Member Steen Nørgaard Madsen 

welcomed Robin Goron, a young dairy farmer from 

Normandy (France) to his farm in Denmark for a sum-

mer internship. 

“It was a month where I learned a great deal about 

Danish dairy farming, including large herd manage-

ment, calving, cattle care, and feeding, as well as staff 

management. And I experienced firsthand the incredi-

ble warm welcome by Steen, his family and his team. It 

was a highly enriching experience.  I discovered many 

new techniques that will be useful in my future dairy 

career, as my goal is to take over the family farm in 

Normandy”, concluded Robin Goron. 

Robin Goron (left) with Maiken Nørgaard Madsen and 

Johan Schelde Christensen 

EU urged to unite for next 

FAO Director-General 

Martin Selmayr, EU’s Ambassador to the Holy See, 

has urged the EU to unite behind a single candidate 

for the position of Director-General of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 2027. 

The EU candidates for the position are Phil Hogan 

(Ireland), Maurizio Martina (Italy) and Luis Planas 

(Spain). 

A successful European candidate would bring the 

FAO’s leadership back to Europe for the first time 

since 1975. This would carry broad significance: the 

EU is a reliable and predictable partner of the UN’s 

Rome-based agencies, FAO, WFP and IFAD and the 

EU’s strong commitment to FAO and to the fight 

against hunger is underlined by its constant engage-

ment, with concrete proposals, in the ongoing FAO 

review and UN80 process.  

EDA looks forward to seeing the continued contribu-

tion of European expertise and leadership and to ex-

pand our constructive relationship with the FAO at all 

levels. 

Phil Hogan has already published his vision for FAO, 

read it her. 

Annie AcMoody 

Chief Executive Officer 

Dairy Farmers of Canada | 

Les Producteurs laitiers 

du Canada  

What’s your favourite dairy 

product? 

I always start my day 

with a café latte. After 

all, espresso is a great 

vehicle for drinking lots 

of milk! 

Je commence toujours 

ma journée avec un 

caffè latte. Après tout, 

l'espresso est une ex-

cellente raison de boire 

beaucoup de lait ! 

https://philhoganirl.com/
https://philhoganirl.com/
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Magdalena Montaigu 

Uniting dairy excellence & ambition  

Ukraine’s Agriculture Minis-

ter Taras Vysotskyi on the 

importance of EU integra-

tion 

Ukraine's new Minister of 

Agrarian Policy and Food, 

Taras Vysotskyi, said in 

an interview with Agro-

Portal.ua that one of his 

key priorities is to open 

negotiations on the agricultural chapter of Ukraine's 

EU accession process. He stressed that the updated 

EU–Ukraine Association Agreement provides a clear 

roadmap, requiring the implementation of production 

standards by the end of 2028 to advance free trade 

and accession talks. He also highlighted the impor-

tance of Ukraine's future access to the EU's Common 

Agricultural Policy development.  

“The agricultural sector is going through a very impor-

tant stage of European integration. This is not a matter 

for debate; we are following this path, and we need 

specialists who are prepared to devote their time and 

make their contribution so that the process is as favou-

rable as possible for the agricultural sector.” Vysotskyi 

expressed confidence in Ukraine's resilience, saying, 

"We are a resilient nation. No matter how difficult cir-

cumstances become, we cannot simply say, 'That's it, 

we're done.' You have to find the strength, no matter 

how." 

EDA continues to drive the integration of Ukraine’s 

dairy sector into the EU market, working with our UA 

partner organisation SMPU and the UA Dairy Integra-

tion Committee, chaired by Oleksandr Avramuk, 

through dedicated exchanges and technical coordina-

tion supporting short-term continuity and long-term 

integration. 

Read the full interview here.  

EDA strengthening part-

nership with Global Dairy 

Platform 

EDA is a proud partner of the Global 

Dairy Platform. This partnership is 

aimed at strengthening the way dairy is 

understood and represented in the wi-

der food systems debate, and at promo-

ting in a consistent and evidence-based 

way, how dairy contributes to nutrition and health, 

sustainable food systems, livelihoods and communi-

ties.  

For more than a decade, GDP has led the global dairy 

sector’s collaborative efforts to demonstrate the sec-

tor’s role in sustainable agriculture.  

Learn more here: https://globaldairyplatform.com/ 

 
Phil Hogan 

Former EU Commissioner 

and candidate for FAO 

Director-General 

What’s your favourite dairy 

product? 

My favourite dairy 

product is butter.  A 

dollop of butter spread 

over a fresh slice of 

brown bread is one of 

life's simple pleasures. 

https://agroportal.ua/en/publishing/intervyu/taras-visockiy-skilki-derzhava-mene-potrebuvatime-stilki-ya-pracyuvatimu-na-suspilne-blago
https://globaldairyplatform.com/

