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Strong local roots, even in smaller countries, are 
what make the dairy sector exceptional and 
competitive on a global scale. By coming together, 
we can build on experience and shape a strong 
future for European dairy. We look forward to 
welcoming you to Bratislava where you can 
experience Slovak hospitality and discover a 
modern city on the Danube with a rich history. 

Register here: ht tps:/ / eda2026.eu/

Dairy Flash

EDA Annual Convent ion 2026

l 14-16 Oct ober  l Brat islava l

European Dairy: Local Roots and Global Competitiveness

Connect to the world of dairy
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Uniting dairy excellence & ambition
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?European Dairy: Local Roots and Global 
Compet it iveness? is the motto of our Convention. 
It's more than symbolic. It captures the defining 
strength of the European dairy sector: our ability to 
combine deep local traditions with a strong 
position in global markets, which has been one of 
the keys to our industry's success. It is this 
combination of heritage, expertise and openness to 
the world that gives European dairy its distinctive 
character.

Speakers

Richard Taká?

Minist er  of  Agr icult ure 
and Rural Developm ent  
of  t he Slovak  Republic
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?Dairy Delivering Nutrit ion: Excellence Across 
the World? is the motto of our second session. It 
reflects the core strength of our industry: 
nutritious, sustainable, high-quality dairy products 
ready to be shared with the world. At the heart of 
our industry is the knowledge that underpins our 
products and enables European dairy to 
continuously innovate and set the highest quality 
standards in the world and to  inspire a new 
generation of dairy leaders.

We welcome you to our Annual Convention for three 
days of inspiring dialogue and exchange.
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Left: Dr Hermann-Josef Baaken (CEO DVT) , EDA?s 
Alexander Anton and Alexander Döring (CEO, FEFAC) 

A hear t felt  "Dankeschön"  
f rom  Europe t o     
Dr  Herm ann-Josef  Baaken
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Last week, more than 350 representatives of the 
German Feed Indust ry (Deutscher Verband 
Tiernahrung) gathered at the DVT Jahrestagung 
2026 under the headline ?A stress test for food 
security: Geopolitical turning points and their impact 
on the feed sector?.

EDA?s Alexander Anton took part in the panel 
discussion alongside Stefanie Sabet , Secretary 
General, Deutscher Bauernverband and Dr Torsten 
Staack, CEO, ISN.

?With the ?Livestock Strategy? EU Commissioner 
Christophe Hansen has defined a new approach of 
the European Union vis-à-vis livestock production. 
Dairy is in Germany and all over Europe the driving 
force when it comes to excellence, sustainability and 
resilience. And we ?depend to a large extent on the 
use of safe and good-quality feed?  ? as the EU Feed 
Regulation puts it,? stated EDA's Alexander Anton, 
and also highlighted the very close cooperation of 
EDA with the European Feed Manufacturers'  
Federat ion (FEFAC).

This assembly was also the perfect event to bid 
farewell to Dr Hermann-Josef  Baaken, the 
long-standing CEO of DVT and a driving force in the 
German and European feed industry and to 
welcome Dr Sebastean Schwarz, the new CEO of 
DVT.

On 9 September, the EU Commission proposed a 
new public procurement regulation consolidating 
three 2014 direct ives (on concessions, 
procurement  and ut ilit ies - 2014/ 23, 24, 25) into a 
single, harmonised framework for public 
procurement within the EU.

This proposed regulation explicitly notes that ?public 
purchasers may?  set guidelines, and take into 
account, whether goods are organically produced or 
covered by quality schemes, such as geographical 
indications.

We congratulate the EU Commission for this new 
proposal that streamlines the EU policy and 
strengthens the European dairy excellence.

New regulat ion proposal 
suppor t s organic food and 
GI in public procurem ent

Diego Canga Fano, 
Deputy Director 
General, DG AGRI 
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Prof. Andrzej Babuchowski (President and CEO Dairy 
Industry Innovation Institute, PL) Pierre Bascou (EC), Kinga 
Adamaszwili (EDA)

EDA at  t he Int ernat ional Dairy 
Com m unit y Forum  in Bia?yst ok
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How can the European dairy sector stay competitive 
in the global context?

This was the overarching question addressed by the 
panel opened by Pierre Bascou (D-DG, DG AGRI, EU 
Commission). The Commission was crystal clear that 
the competitiveness, resilience and sustainable 
future of the EU livestock sector - including dairy - 
are front and centre of its current agri-food policies. 

EDA's Deputy Secretary General Kinga Adamaszwili 
pointed out that the current complexity of the EU 
legal framework and various pressures along the 
dairy chain create complex challenges for EU dairy 
processors. She thanked the EU Commission for the 
efforts undertaken so far to lighten the legislative 
burden on the dairy producers and expressed a wish 
for a continued dialogue between the EU institutions 
and EDA to address some of the remaining issues 
needing simplification. She also highlighted the key 
role of EDA in turning the diversity of national dairy 
associations into one strong European voice in 
Brussels.

A sharp analysis of both challenges and opportunities 
lying ahead of the European dairy sector was 
presented by ?ukasz Wyrzykowski (IFCN). Invaluable 
national experiences were shared by Germany 
(Friedrich Diesselhorst , German Dairy Industry 
Association/MIV) as well as the Netherlands (Monika 
B?eszy?ska,  Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Warsaw). The panel was expertly 
moderated by Dr Pawe? Chmieli?ski (Polish Institute 
of Rural Development and Agriculture). 

The 23rd edition of the Internat ional Dairy 
Community Forum in Bia?ystok, Poland, was once 
again brilliantly organised by Agnieszka Maliszewska 
of the Polish Chamber of  M ilk (Polska Izba Mleka).  

Agnieszka, dzi?kujemy za zaproszenie!

Innovat ion suppor t ing 
sust ainable dairy in Europe

Last week, EDA attended the European Milk Forum 
(EMF) event ?Farming forward with European 
Dairy? on a dairy farm near Brussels. The event 
showcased practical examples of how innovation is 
supporting more sustainable dairy production across 
Europe, including the use of AI and digital 
technologies to collect and analyse farm-level data 
and support farmers? decision-making. It also 
included a dairy farm visit, where participants had 
the opportunity to see concrete solutions 
implemented on the ground to further improve the 
sustainability of dairy operations, including 
measures related to water use, biogas production 
and resource efficiency, showing in practice how 
European dairy operators are front runners in 
combining environmental and economic 
sustainability.
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EDA welcomes our new office neighbours in 
Brussels, the Channel Islands Brussels Of f ice 
(Alderney, Jersey, Guernsey, Sark and Herm). 

No EDA welcome would be complete without a dairy 
touch, of course and in keeping with EDA tradition, 
we offered Rebecca Millar and her team a Tetra 
Pak carton of excellent Jersey milk from the 
Netherlands ?  a small gift with a distinctly dairy 
flavour and a warm reminder of the strong 
connections across Europe?s dairy community.

EDA wishes the Channel Islands Brussels Office team 
a great start in their new premises, every success 
and all the best for the work ahead.

Welcom e, Channel Islands!
This autumn, we are delighted to welcome three 
new trainees to EDA, this time from the northern 
part of our continent: Hanna Hegstad (Norway), 
Jan-Hendrik Arndt  (Germany) and Jakob Radmer 
(Denmark). Welcome aboard! We wish you a happy 
and rewarding learning experience over the coming 
months.

Welcom ing our  new t rainees 
f rom  Nor t hern Europe

Jan-Hendrik Arndt, Hanna Hegstad, Jakob Radmer

What's your favourite dairy 
product?

 

 

 

"I'll go with Risalamande, which is Danish 
pudding based on rice and cream"

Jakob Radm er

"My favourite dairy product is Christmas brown 
cheese"

Hanna Hegst ad

"My favourite dairy product is Skyr"

Jan-Hendr ik  Arndt

Uniting dairy excellence & ambition

Rebecca Millar, Director of the Channel Islands? Brussels 
Office with EDA?s Alexander Anton
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